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Frank Barnard turned to writing fiction after a career in journalism, public relations and advertising. His RAF novels, Blue Man Falling, Band of Eagles and To Play the Fox have been hugely acclaimed. He lives in Rye in Sussex.

Praise for Frank Barnard:

‘A gripping fusion of thrills and historical plausibility . . . a fine balance of freshness and authenticity’ Daily Telegraph

‘A fascinating story told with verve and affection’ Historical Novels Review

‘A gritty story . . . the detail that he imparts gives this book an authentic feel. A jolly good read’ Sunday Express

‘Engrossing . . . funny, tragic and utterly compelling . . . will keep the reader gripped until the very end’ Good Book Guide

‘Fantastic writing . . . terrific, atmospheric. Every smell and sound is authentic to the period, but his pace is as modern as it gets’ Peter James

‘An adventurous yarn and a good read, certainly, but also a timely reminder of the great sacrifices made by the real-life prototypes, more than half a century ago, in defence of our freedom’ Julian Fellowes


By Frank Barnard and available from Headline Review

Blue Man Falling

Band of Eagles

To Play the Fox

A Time for Heroes


About the Book

A magnificent, sweeping, three-generation historical epic encompassing two World Wars which explores heroism, the romance of aviation and the conflict between fathers and sons.

War makes heroes of men, but at what price? As the twentieth century dawns, Guv Sutro becomes a pioneer aviator, against his father’s will, piloting a primitive glider over the fields of Sussex.

Helped by the unquestioning loyalty of his friend Stan Kemp, he charts his ruthless course to fame and adulation. Soon Guv is a fighter ace on the Western Front then a record-breaker between the wars. But with the outbreak of World War Two ‘the best of Old England’ begins to crumble.

Guv’s son Tim, a reluctant pilot in the RAF, strives to shed the burden of his father’s reputation, while Will Kemp, his boyhood friend, the son Guv felt he deserved, seeks to emulate the man he still idolises in the Battle of Britain.

The fate of these men is bound together in the monumental ambition and terrible tragedy of a time for heroes.


To Helen and Kate,
daughters and mothers
of
sons and daughters


 

A time for heroes, a time for the brave,

A time for the craven, a time for the knave.

Anon, English (17th century)


Author’s Note

Although my intention has been to make the background of this novel as authentic as possible it is entirely a work of fiction. Those who search for the great house High And Over near Rye will find only empty fields; similarly there is no garage on the Military Road and never has been. Near Alfriston there never was an Aelle Manor Farm, nor an RFC airfield at Chézy-au-Bois (no such place exists), nor a Bowman department store in Oxford Street. None of Guv Sutro’s record attempts, successful or otherwise, ever took place and none of the air battles in either world war happened. Most importantly Guv Sutro himself, like all the other characters in this novel, is a product of the author’s imagination and any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, is coincidental.
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