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Born in Melbourne, Patricia Shaw has worked as a teacher, a political journalist and an oral historian, but gave all this up to pursue a literary career. Having won awards for her poetry and short stories, Patricia went on to write her first book, and Brother Digger was published in Australia in 1984. This was followed by Pioneers of a Trackless Land, Valley of Lagoons, River of the Sun, The Feather and the Stone, Where the Willows Weep, Cry of the Rain Bird, Fires of Fortune, The Opal Seekers, The Glittering Fields and A Cross of Stars.

Patricia lives on the beautiful Gold Coast of Australia, enjoying the beaches and subtropical lifestyle. She has two children and two grandchildren and her other interests are reading and research, as well as being a devoted fan of native birds. She is a life member of the Animal Welfare Association.


For Evangeline and Benjamin Shaw.
With love.


The Times, London, 4 October 1867

The Patrons and Members of the Female Middle Class Emigration Society have this week farewelled six more governesses who have gone forth to the Colonies to take up employment in their chosen vocations.

Four of these gentlewomen embarked in the Pacific Star and two others sailed from our shores in City of Liverpool.

Members of the Female Middle Class Emigration Society are to be commended for their dedication to the well-being of their less fortunate sisters, for it is a sad fact that there is little employment in this country for educated ladies who have fallen on hard times.

We are advised that the last time the Society advertised for governesses to go abroad an astonishing three hundred and six applications were received, many of these females forced to admit they were reduced to penury.

Much as the Society would wish to assist all of the applicants, budgetary considerations keep the number of those who are successful at a relatively low level.

Because of this, however, females who have received approval can lay claim to expertise in English Studies, Latin, French or German, Music, Painting, and Elocution.

It should be said that our loss is the Colonials’ gain, for what family would not consider themselves truly blessed to be able to welcome such paragons into their homes? We wish the emigrants Bon Voyage and every success in the Antipodes.
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