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About the Author
      
      Alan Bissett is a novelist, playwright and performer who lives in Glasgow. His previous novel Death of a Ladies' Man was shortlisted for a Scottish Arts Council Fiction of the Year prize. His play Turbo Folk was shortlisted for Best New Play at the Critics' Awards for Theatre in Scotland. In 2010 he wrote and performed his own ‘one-woman show’, The Moira Monologues, which toured Scotland to great acclaim and is now in development with the BBC. The short film which he wrote and narrated, ‘The Shutdown’, has won awards at several major international film festivals.

   
Praise for Alan Bissett:

‘A landmark book in Scottish fiction.  Disguising it as an archetypal tale of the educated working-class boy disdaining and admiring his unreconstructed mates in equal measure, Alan Bissett tackles Scotland’s ongoing sore of sectarianism.  With neither condescending sneer nor pathetic apology, he shows how it will always exert a pull over those at the bottom of the social pile.  A big enough achievement in itself, but the overall impact is greater still; Pack Men is nothing less than a fearless dissection of contemporary Scottish masculinity’ Irvine Welsh

‘One of the leading lights of a vibrant, young Scottish literary scene’ Independent

‘Devilishly funny and disturbingly accurate. A real gem’ News of the World

‘If Scotland’s father of working class consciousness James Kelman had a literary son it might be Alan Bissett . . . funny, irreverent and moving, let’s hope [Pack Men] gets the readership and recognition it deserves’ Gutter

‘Pack Men is a wry, entertaining and mature work . . . Bissett succeeds in making us root for the most unlikely of antiheroes, even as he implodes’ Scottish Review of Books

‘Pack Men should be required reading for both sets of supporters . . . Along with the sectarian backdrop, Bissett tackles questions of personal identity, male bonding, sexuality and above all class in a narrative that sneaks much of that subject matter under the surface of a blistering, adrenaline-fuelled romp’  The List

‘F*cked up, funny and fantastic’ Lauren Laverne

‘An insane, hallucinatory mosaic of sexual dysfunction, pathos, humour and narrative energy’ A.L. Kennedy

‘Bissett’s third novel is delivered with invention and flair’ Esquire

‘Hilarious, disturbing and hugely entertaining . . . Bain is a remarkable creation’ Big Issue

‘[Alan Bissett] has pulled the sheets back on Lothario men and shown them lying there wriggling, pathetic, and bare-bummed . . . Bissett proves himself to be a fresh, compelling and distinctly Scottish literary talent’ Scotland on Sunday

‘A high-speed, coke-fuelled rollercoaster ride through bars, classrooms and bedrooms’ Scotsman

‘This is a novel of real ambition and complexity, at its heart a delicious tension between the desire to be good and darker urges in a world of ever fewer boundaries’ Gutter

‘Bracing, funny and full of energy . . . Bissett’s central character is a wonderful literary creation’ The Age

‘This is a very funny book . . . a complex and nuanced take on the sexual and social behaviour of a certain kind of man’ Sydney Morning Herald


By Alan Bissett

Boyracers

The Incredible Adam Spark

Death of a Ladies’ Man


About the Book

In 2008 Glasgow Rangers FC reached a major European final. It was held in Manchester, a short hop from Scotland into England. Cue a colossal invasion: the largest movement of Scots over the border in history and the first time in hundreds of years that an English city was taken over. Chaos reigned.

Pack Men is the fictional story of three pals and one child trapped inside this powderkeg. In a city rocking with beer, brotherhood and sectarianism, the boys struggle to hold onto their friendship, as they turn on each other and the police turn on them. And somehow one of them has to disclose a secret which he knows the others won’t want to hear . . .

With this novel, one of Scotland’s leading young writers has created a scuffed comedy about male un-bonding and Britain unravelling.


      
      
      For the Falkirk boys
      

      
      Ronnie 
Moonie 
Toby 
Saunders 
Allan ‘the’ Mann 
John T. 
Gary Black 
Big Gilmour

      
      Who’s for the Martell?

      
   
      
      
      Note on the Style

      
      Please note that the stylistic format of this ebook follows that of the print edition, including any sections where text is not aligned to the left and where paragraph spacing is irregular. This is a deliberate formatting decision.
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ALAN BISSETT
PACK MEN

‘ONE OF THE LEADING LIGHTS OF A VIBRANT, YOUNG SCOTTISH LITERARY SCENE'





