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PREFACE

Cricket moves at a heck of a pace, and these changes mean that the ICC and the ECB have a number of important decisions to make. One of the major issues facing the international game is the use of technology, and in particular the umpires’ Decision Review System (DRS). I am very much in favour of DRS – it isn’t perfect, but it gets a higher proportion of decisions right than the naked eye, which has to be a good thing. In my mind, the question now is simply how can we use it best? I am against umpires being the ones to call for DRS, as they will then want to check their decisions frequently (as sometimes now happens with run outs), and we already have a problem with too many delays in the game. I am disappointed that India are yet to adopt it, and hope they will do so very soon.

DRS has had a surprising effect on the way the game is evolving, especially in the way that batsmen are dealing with spin bowlers. England’s recent series against Pakistan saw spinners largely on top, as they bowled wicket to wicket at pace and picked up many LBW decisions. As recently as 2003, with the introduction of T20 cricket, the demise of spin bowling as a major part of cricket was predicted. Now the top five bowlers in the shortest format are all spinners.

The second decision I would like to see the ICC make is to take action against the deteriorating standards of behaviour towards umpires. In the past, there was camaraderie between umpires and players, but this has now gone. The amount of aggro we see directed at umpires filters its way down to the amateur game, where I hear increasing numbers of stories that people giving up the role. We need umpires to control the game at all levels and we are in danger of losing them. My solution is to introduce a system of yellow and red cards to clamp down on dissent. If rugby can have a zero-tolerance attitude towards dissent, there is no reason why we can’t do the same. At its most basic, this is about cricket showing how to treat people properly.

For the ECB, there are also some important decisions to be taken about the structure of the domestic game. They are to be applauded for the way they have helped the England team to emerge as the top Test nation in the world. The players have embraced the support given by the backroom staff – the sports psychologists, batting and bowling coaches and all the rest of them. I am convinced that one of the reasons things have worked so well for England is that they are able to work on a cycle of rest, preparation, practice and perform – this ensures the player is bang-on for every game he plays.

We need this same understanding to be given to the county game. At the moment, it is a relentless treadmill, where players are regularly travelling all over the country going from one game to another without a break. The ECB have a problem in that the 18 counties (all individual businesses) want to maximise the number of games they play and therefore their revenue. However, I believe we have too many County Championship games for the spectators to get a chance to see the best possible product. I also think it is odd that we play no 50-over cricket, when that format applies everywhere else, and I would suggest that in future we block off a period of the season to concentrate purely on Twenty20 cricket.

Finally, I would like to add a brief word to congratulate my home county Lancashire on winning their first championship since 1934. It was a wonderful effort from Glen Chapple’s side, and they are now the latest custodians of the game in that county, so they must remain aware of the traditions, too. But for now they should enjoy not only receiving the pennant, but also a large cheque for winning the title. I hope they can do it again.

DAVID LLOYD


FOREWORD

Welcome to the 65th edition of the Playfair Cricket Annual. It covers a period of which it might truly be said: ‘It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.’ The best, for England fans at least, because England’s superb performances during the summer enabled them not only to defeat Sri Lanka in a weather-affected series, but also to destroy India with stunning conviction. England needed to win the series by two Tests to ascend to the top of the ICC rankings, but instead emerged with a 4-0 whitewash. Just in case there was any thought of complacency in the side, admirably led by coach Andy Flower and captain Andrew Strauss, England suffered a shock reversal of fortune against Pakistan in the UAE. The series that begins in Sri Lanka after this volume goes to press will show how well England have learned to cope in spin-friendly conditions.

A second reason for it being the ‘best of times’ is a more personal one, as Lancashire, the county of my birth, finally won the County Championship outright for the first time since 1934. Having learned to love the game, and indeed how to score, at Whalley CC (the venue for the first Roses match in 1867), I was delighted that this particular hoodoo was overcome. It seemed appropriate, therefore, that we asked a Lancastrian to provide this year’s Preface – and who better than David Lloyd?

Sadly, it was also the ‘worst of times’. The scandal of spot-fixing and match-fixing in cricket seems to be growing. Not only did this last year see three Pakistani Test cricketers imprisoned, but also former Essex player Mervyn Westfield. There had been a slightly naïve and (dare I say it?) smug perception that somehow this was something that happened only on the subcontinent. As I write, the Sunday Times has discovered more evidence that the problem is a worldwide one. The cricketing authorities must move swiftly to deal with it, before the whole game is tainted. Players also have a duty to report any suspicions they might have to ensure that their profession is seen to be clean.

This year’s Playfair includes only one modification: I have dropped the records for women’s Test cricket and replaced them with women’s IT20 records. This is due solely to the fact that there have been no women’s Test matches in the last year, so the 2011 edition is still fully up to date (these records can also be found on our website). I do hope that the longer format of the game is not entirely abandoned by women’s cricket. The women’s game is going from strength to strength, especially in this country, but even in Bangladesh, where their women played their maiden LOI in November in a World Cup qualifier.

Bill Frindall always worried about the ‘Curse of Playfair’ – the damage wrought on the careers of those featured on the front cover of the annual. This year’s cover star, a switch-hitting Kevin Pietersen, seemed in danger of succumbing to it, but bounced back very strongly in the short forms of the game against Pakistan, and I hope he will continue to show excellent form during the coming season. I have little doubt that he will be fully motivated by taking on the country of his birth. England v South Africa will be a battle between the two top Test nations in the world at the moment, and gives cricket fans something to look forward to during a summer when the Olympics may prove a considerable distraction.

Finally, I must once more give a plug to our website www.playfaircricket.co.uk which will again feature weekly updates (as much as possible) throughout the domestic season, and occasionally during the winter, delivering the latest news on recent statistical highlights and other points of interest. It is also possible to link through to it via Facebook, for those who prefer to go that way.

Enjoy the season ahead, and let us hope that it is brilliant cricket performances that have us talking, and not anything more sinister.

IAN MARSHALL

Eastbourne, March 2012
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GUIDE TO USING PLAYFAIR

As last year, Playfair is divided into five sections as follows: Test match cricket, county cricket, international limited-overs cricket (including Twenty20), other cricket (IPL, Champions League, women’s limited-overs cricket, universities), and fixtures for the coming season. Each section, where appropriate, begins with a preview of forthcoming events, followed by a review of events during the previous season, then come the player records, and finally the records section.
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