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About the Author



Sue Monk Kidd is the author of three novels and several non-fiction works. Her debut novel, THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES, spent more than one hundred weeks on the New York Times 
bestseller list, has sold more than eight million copies worldwide, was long-listed for the Orange Prize and has been translated into thirty-six languages. Her second novel, THE MERMAID CHAIR, was also a number one New York Times 
bestseller. Her third novel, THE INVENTION OF WINGS, went straight to number one on the New York Times 
bestseller list and stayed on the list for several months. Sue Monk Kidd lives with her husband Sandy in Florida.






Praise for The Secret Life of Bees:

‘Charming, funny, moving and unmistakably from the American South . . . a story that whips together heat, violence, eccentricity, madness and the Gothic’ The Times

‘Superb’ Woman & Home

‘With imagination as lush and colorful as the American South, a clutch of deliciously eccentric characters, and vivid prose, Sue Monk Kidd creates a rich, maternal haven in a harsh world’ Christina Schwarz

‘Monk Kidd has created a narrative as skilful and sweet as a honeycomb. Uplifting and warm-hearted, this is a moving novel and Lily is a fascinating, funny and clever narrator’ Literary Review

‘An absolute joy to read’ Time Out, New York

‘Lovely writing and kind, vivid characters . . . Kidd dips a honeyed ladle into lessons of inequality, empowerment, and the healing nature of love and forgiveness. It’s as if Kidd loaded up a takehome plate with treats, and you said, “Oh, I couldn’t,” and then scarfed it down in the car on the way home’ Entertainment Weekly

‘This is a wonderful book by turns funny, sad, full of incident and shot through with grown-up magic reminiscent of Joanne Harris’ Daily Telegraph
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About the Book

Lily has grown up believing she accidentally killed her mother when she was just four years old. Now, at fourteen, she yearns for forgiveness and a mother’s love. Living on a peach farm in South Carolina with her harsh and unyielding father, she has only one friend, Rosaleen, a black servant.

When racial tension explodes one summer afternoon, and Rosaleen is arrested and beaten, Lily is compelled to act. Fugitives from justice, the pair follow a trail left by the woman who died ten years before. Finding sanctuary in the home of three beekeeping sisters, Lily starts a journey as much about her understanding of the world as about the mystery surrounding her mother.
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