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About the Author
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‘There’s no one quite like Neil Gaiman’

GEORGE R. R. MARTIN

 

Neil Gaiman is a storyteller. He is the No.1 Sunday Times and New York Times bestselling writer of books, graphic novels, short stories, film and television for all ages, and is known for creating extraordinary worlds beyond imagination. He has been awarded numerous literary honours, including the National Book Award, the Writers for Writers Award, the Hugo, Locus and Bram Stoker awards, and is the first author to have won both the Carnegie and Newbery Medals for the same work. The Sandman sequence of graphic novels is, according to the BBC, one of the ‘100 Novels That Shaped Our World’.

Many of Neil’s books, including Stardust and Coraline, have been made into films; Neverwhere has been adapted for TV and radio; American Gods is a major, Emmy-nominated television series and the celebrated National Theatre production of The Ocean at the End of the Lane transferred to the West End in 2021. In recent years, Neil wrote and was the showrunner for a critically acclaimed television adaptation of Good Omens, the seminal novel he co-authored with the late Sir Terry Pratchett. He has also written two episodes of Doctor Who and appeared in The Simpsons as himself.

In 2017, Neil became a Goodwill Ambassador for UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency. He received a Doctor of Letters from the University of St Andrews, is a Professor in the Arts at Bard College and is a Royal Society of Literature fellow. Born in the UK, Neil now mostly lives in America, and travels all around the world every year appearing at festivals, events and conventions.

He wrote this book especially for you.
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Praise for Neil Gaiman:
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‘To give him his full title: Neil Gaiman, Architect of Worlds, Svengali of Plot, Shaman of Character, Exploder of Cliché, Master Craftsman of Style, Dreamer Laureate of the Republic of Letters’
DAVID MITCHELL

‘It’s virtually impossible to read more than ten words by Neil Gaiman and not wish he would tell you the rest of the story’
OBSERVER

‘Beyond all the borders that divide us, there is a place of infinite possibilities and pure magic. I think of Neil Gaiman as a writer who wears the key to that land around his neck – the key to Storyland’
ELIF SHAFAK

‘One of the best fabulists of our age’
FINANCIAL TIMES

‘Neil’s stories leave you feeling that his is the world we’ve always lived in’
MARLON JAMES

‘While we might come to his writing for gods and monsters, actually all human life is here’
INDEPENDENT

‘Neil Gaiman’s entire body of work is a feat of elegant sorcery. He writes with such assurance and originality that the reader has no choice but to surrender to a waking dream’
ARMISTEAD MAUPIN

‘Gaiman describes the indescribable’
SUSANNA CLARKE

‘As pure and perfect as anything you’ll ever read’
NEW STATESMAN

‘Gaiman is god in the universe of story’
STEPHEN FRY

‘Gaiman is, simply put, a treasure-house of story, and we are lucky to have him’
STEPHEN KING

‘His mind is a dark fathomless ocean, and every time I sink into it, this world fades, replaced by one far more terrible and beautiful in which I will happily drown’
NEW YORK TIMES

‘If this book came to you during a despairing night, by dawn, you would believe in ideas and hope and humans again’
CAITLIN MORAN

‘There’s no one quite like Neil Gaiman’
GEORGE R. R. MARTIN

‘Much too clever to be caught in the net of a single interpretation’
PHILIP PULLMAN

‘A tonic for these turbulent times’
IRISH TIMES

‘Some books just swallow you up, heart and soul’
JOANNE HARRIS

‘Gaiman is a master of fear’
A. S. BYATT

‘A very fine and imaginative writer’
THE SUNDAY TIMES

‘Neil Gaiman is a writer worth following into any labyrinth’
ELIZABETH GILBERT

‘A glorious love letter to reading, to writing, to dreaming’
JUNOT DÍAZ

‘A power that defies explanation’
SUNDAY EXPRESS

‘Intimate, erudite and illuminating’
GUILLERMO DEL TORO

‘A very good writer indeed’
DAILY TELEGRAPH




By Neil Gaiman

Rummage through the attic of Neil Gaiman’s mind.
There’s much to discover . . .

NOVELS

The Ocean at the End of the Lane

The Graveyard Book

Anansi Boys

Coraline

American Gods

Stardust

Neverwhere

Good Omens (with Terry Pratchett)

COLLECTIONS

The Neil Gaiman Reader

The View from the Cheap Seats

Trigger Warning

Fragile Things

Smoke and Mirrors

ILLUSTRATED

Art Matters

(illustrated by Chris Riddell)

The Truth Is a Cave in the Black Mountains

(illustrated by Eddie Campbell)

The Sleeper and the Spindle

(illustrated by Chris Riddell)




About the Book

‘I wanted to write a story that would feel, to the reader, like something he or she had always known’
NEIL GAIMAN

At the dawn of the Victorian era, life moves leisurely in the sleepy village of Wall.

Young Tristran Thorn has lost his heart to the beautiful Victoria Forester and, to win her love, vows to bring her a star they see fall from the night sky.

It is an oath that sends him over the town's ancient wall and into the mysterious land of Faerie – a world that is dangerous and strange beyond imagining . . .
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For Gene and Rosemary Wolfe






Song



Go, and catch a falling star,

Get with child a mandrake root,

Tell me, where all past years are,

Or who cleft the Devil’s foot,

Teach me to hear mermaids singing,

Or to keep off envy’s stinging,

And find

What wind

Serves to advance an honest mind.

If thou be’est born to strange sights,

Things invisible to see,

Ride ten thousand days and nights,

Till age snow white hairs on thee,

Thou, when thou return’st, wilt tell me

All strange wonders that befell thee,

And swear

Nowhere

Lives a woman true, and fair.

If thou find’st one, let me know,

Such a pilgrimage were sweet,

Yet do not, I would not go,

Though at next door we might meet,

Though she were true when you met her,

And last, till you write your letter,

Yet she

Will be

False, ere I come, to two, or three.

 

—John Donne, 1572-1631
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