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About the Author

Neil Gaiman is the acclaimed and award-winning author of the novels American Gods, Stardust, Anansi Boys, Neverwhere, Coraline, The Graveyard Book, and the international bestseller The Ocean at the End of the Lane.  Winner of two National Book Awards and the Hugo, Nebula and Bram Stoker Awards, his work has been adapted for film, television and radio, including Stardust (2007) and the BAFTA-winning and Oscar-nominated animated feature film Coraline (2009).  He has written scripts for Doctor Who, collaborated with Terry Pratchett, and created The Sandman, which is already established as one of the classic graphic novels.  As George R. Martin says, ‘There’s no one quite like Neil Gaiman’.






Praise for Neil Gaiman:

‘One of the best fabulists of our age’ Financial Times

‘A rich imagination . . . and an ability to tackle large themes’ Philip Pullman

‘Extraordinary, complicated, hilarious, melancholy and terrifying’ Independent

‘A writer of rare perception and endless imagination’ William Gibson

‘In prose that dances and dazzles, Gaiman describes the indescribable: the eerie colours, ravishing scents and dangerous laughter of Faerie’ Susanna Clarke

‘Dark, fun and nourishing to the soul’ Michael Chabon

‘I didn’t ever want this book to end’ Tori Amos

‘Charming, in every sense of the word, and deeply satisfying’ Time Out

‘Bizarre, bonkers . . . rather brilliant’ Ian Hislop

‘Neil Gaiman’s dark fantasy delights and disturbs . . . His prose is simple but poetic, his world strange but utterly believable – if he was South American we would call this magical realism rather than fantasy . . . Gaiman’s achievement is to make the fantasy world seem true’ The Times

‘In prose as delicate and diaphanous as a cobweb, and with a painstakingly precise use of symbolism, Gaiman traces one boy’s journey from innocence, through fear and regret, to experience.  In doing so, he traces all of our journeys, and beautifully’ Financial Times

‘Gaiman has written a book that reads like a half-remembered fairy tale from childhood.  It has the easy flow of a story already heard, deeply known, and slots perfectly into the canon of British magical fiction’ New Statesman

‘The Ocean at the End of the Lane arouses, and satisfies, the expectations of the skilled reader of fairytales, and stories which draw on fairytales.  Fairytales, of course, were not invented for children, and deal ferociously with the grim and the bad and the dangerous.  But they promise a kind of resolution, and Gaiman keeps this promise’ A.S. Byatt, Guardian

‘In case you’re wondering, The Ocean at the End of the Lane is a book full of dreadful beauty and beautiful dread.  A quiet masterpiece’ Joe Hill

‘Gaiman’s intelligence and his skill as a writer – to this reviewer at least – are best mobilised in the adult writing he purports to eschew; his account of real human drama, relationships, sensibility, emotions, thought’ Observer

‘The most affecting book Gaiman has written, a novel whose intensity of real-world observation and feeling make its other-worldly episodes doubly startling and persuasive’ Daily Telegraph

‘A book that summons both the powerlessness and wonder of childhood, and the complicated landscape of memory and forgetting’ Guardian

‘The writer who comes closest to being the Dahl of his generation . . . For all the eerie pleasures of its fantastical good-versus-evil battles, Gaiman’s greatest strength is his uncanny ability to remind the reader what it felt like to be a child . . . The Ocean at the End of the Lane just IS; it has, like all good myths, a power that defies explanation’ Sunday Express

‘Dark, strange and scarily brilliant: an otherworldly fable about memories and magic’ Marie Claire

‘He writes about myths all the time but this novel . . . illustrates that his fascination is also with science and the impossibility of quantum physics and how it relates to human life.  And it’s just a story, they say . . .’ Big Issue

‘A strange and wonderful book where nothing, including the book itself, is quite what it seems . . . At first sight, this is pure fantasy writing – alternately fun, scary and thrilling.  Yet while you could read the whole book that way, the longer it goes on, the blurrier the distinction between realism and magic become.  And that, in the end, seems to be the point: in both childhood and childhood memories the line dividing imagination from reality is impossible to pin down’ Reader’s Digest

‘It is soaked in myth and memory and salt water and it is so, so lovely’ Erin Morgenstern

‘This book is another gentle earthquake under our psychological landscape’ Time Out

‘A book that will resonate powerfully with anyone attempting to process the darker aspects of their own childhood.  And in an age when childhood ends early, and often brutally, that makes it a book for almost everyone’ Medium

‘Both a pitch-perfect fantasy and a moving examination of childhood memories and their effects on our adult selves . . . superb’ The Times

‘Lyrical, scary and beautiful . . . a fantasy rooted in the darkest corners of reality’ Independent on Sunday

‘Some books you read.  Some books you enjoy.  But some books just swallow you up, heart and soul’ Joanne Harris
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About the Book

Neil Gaiman has been acclaimed by writers as diverse as Norman Mailer and Stephen King.  In Smoke and Mirrors – the definitive collection of Gaiman’s short fiction – he will dazzle your senses, haunt your imagination and move you to the depth of your soul.

In Gaiman’s richly imagined fictions, anything is possible – an elderly woman finds the Holy Grail beneath an old fur coat in a second-hand store; under a bridge, a frightened little boy bargains for his life with a very persistent troll; a stray cat fights and refights a terrible nightly battle to protect his unsuspecting adoptive family from unimaginable evil . . .

These miraculous inventions and many more await in this extraordinary book, revealing one of our most gifted storytellers at the height of his powers.




For Ellen Datlow and Steve Jones




But where there’s a monster there’s a miracle. 
 – OGDEN NASH, DRAGONS ARE TOO SELDOM




Reading the Entrails: A Rondel
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‘I mean,’ she said, ‘that one can’t help growing older.’ ‘One can’t perhaps,’ said Humpty Dumpty, ‘but two can. With proper assistance, you might have left off at seven.’

– LEWIS CARROLL, THROUGH THE LOOKING-GLASS



They’ll call it chance, or luck, or call it Fate – 
The cards and stars that tumble as they will. 
Tomorrow manifests and brings the bill 
For every kiss and kill, the small and great. 
You want to know the future, love? Then wait: 
I’ll answer your impatient questions. Still – 
They’ll call it chance, or luck, or call it Fate, 
The cards and stars that tumble as they will.

I’ll come to you tonight, dear, when it’s late, 
You will not see me; you may feel a chill. 
I’ll wait until you sleep, then take my fill, 
And that will be your future on a plate. 
They’ll call it chance, or luck, or call it Fate.
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‘A very fine and imaginative writer’
THE SUNDAY TIMES





