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Praise for Small Island:

 

‘Small Island is an astonishing tour de force by Andrea Levy. Juggling four voices, she illuminates a little known aspect of recent British history with wit and wisdom. A compassionate account of the problems of post-war immigration, it cannot fail to have a strong modern resonance’

Sandi Toksvig, Orange Prize judge

 

‘What makes Levy’s writing so appealing is her even-handedness. All her characters can be weak, hopeless, brave, good, bad—whatever their colour. The writing is rigorous and the bittersweet ending, with its unexpected twist, touching ... People can retain great dignity however small their island’

Independent on Sunday

 

‘Every scene is rich in implication, entrancing and disturbing at the same time; the literary equivalent of a switch-back ride’

The Sunday Times

 

‘Wonderful ... seamless ... a magnificent achievement’

Linda Grant

 

‘A cracking good read ... I think what appealed to me most was the passion and anger in the writing all the way through, yet it was always leavened with a particularly wry sort of humour – the sort that, tho’ you find yourself smiling, you at the same time realise you almost shouldn’t be’

Margaret Forster

 

‘Small Island is never less than finely-written, delicately and often comically observed, and impressively rich in detail and little nuggets of stories’

Evening Standard

 

‘Small Island is as full of warmth and jokes and humanity as you could wish ... Such a rich saga, stuffed full of interlocking narratives’

Time Out

 

‘Andrea Levy gives us a new, urgent take on our past’

Vogue

 

‘Levy’s story is a triumph in perspective ... a triumph of poise, organisation and deep, deep character – the sort of work that can only be achieved by an experienced novelist’

Age, Melbourne

 

‘Here is the book I have been waiting for ... a book in which the author, Andrea Levy, never once forgets she is telling a story, delighting us, improbably, in this nasty tale of race, with the effervescent style of Dickens’

Globe & Mail, Toronto




To my Dad, my Mum and Bill
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‘A rich and colourful portrait.
The only disappointment is that ... it ends’
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