

[image: Cover]


[image: images]


Copyright © 1997 P.C. Doherty

The right of P.C. Doherty to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by him in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, this publication may only be reproduced, stored, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, with prior permission in writing of the publishers or, in the case of reprographic production, in accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency.

First published as an Ebook by Headline Publishing Group in 2012

All characters in this publication are fictitious and any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.


Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the British Library

eISBN: 978 0 7553 0412

Cover illustration by Linda Gray

HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP

An Hachette UK Company

Carmelite House

50 Victoria Embankment

London EC4Y 0DZ

www.headline.co.uk

www.headline.co.uk


Contents

Title Page

Copyright

About the Author

Praise for Paul Doherty

Also by Paul Doherty

About the Book

Dedication

Letter to the Reader

The Prologue

Part I

Prologue

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Words Between the Pilgrims

Part II

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Words Between the Pilgrims

Part III

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Words Between the Pilgrims

Part IV

Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

The Epilogue


About the Author
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Author photograph by David Headley

Paul Doherty was born in Middlesbrough. He studied History at Liverpool and Oxford Universities and obtained a doctorate at Oxford for his thesis on Edward II and Queen Isabella. He is now headmaster of a school in north-east London and lives with his family in Essex. Paul’s first novel, THE DEATH OF A KING, was published in 1985 and since then he has written prolifically, covering a wealth of historical periods from Ancient Egypt to the Middle Ages and beyond. He has recently published his 100th novel, THE LAST OF DAYS.

To find out more, visit www.paulcdoherty.com


Praise for Paul Doherty

‘Teems with colour, energy and spills’ Time Out

‘Paul Doherty has a lively sense of history . . . evocative and lyrical descriptions’ New Statesman

‘Extensive and penetrating research coupled with a strong plot and bold characterisation. Loads of adventure and a dazzling evocation of the past’ Herald Sun, Melbourne

‘An opulent banquet to satisfy the most murderous appetite’ Northern Echo

‘As well as penning an exciting plot with vivid characters, Doherty excels at bringing the medieval period to life, with his detailed descriptions giving the reader a strong sense of place and time’ South Wales Argus

‘Deliciously suspenseful, gorgeously written and atmospheric.  A great read’ Historical Novels Review

‘First rate; Doherty has a formula which works every time’ Nottingham Evening Post

‘Medieval London comes vividly to life’ Publishers Weekly

‘The best of its kind since the death of Ellis Peters’ Time Out

’Resurrectionist magic’ New York Times

’I really like these medieval whodunnits’ Bookseller

 ’Historically informative, excellently plotted and, as ever, superbly entertaining’ CADS 20

‘This rich tale . . .  seeps authenticity and is written with wonderfully efficient style. A gem of an historical thriller’ Huddersfield Daily Examiner

‘The maestro of medieval mystery’ Books Magazine
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About the Book

As Chaucer’s pilgrims shelter in the ruins of a church, the Poor Priest narrates his mysterious tale of ancient evil, greed, devilish murder and chilling hauntings . . . 

Young Philip Trumpington, newly appointed as Scawsby parish priest, finds that the old church harbours shocking secrets. Years earlier, a group of Templars were massacred on the marshes, their attackers led by Romenal, a former Scawsby priest. Philip discovers the old church is haunted – both by the former wicked priest and the mysterious ‘Watchers’ – and the villagers are scarred by a terrible curse. An ancient evil must be resolved and reparation made. But the price will be great.


For Richard, Nijolé and Thomas (O’Brien)


History has always fascinated me. I see my stories as a time machine. I want to intrigue you with a murderous mystery and a tangled plot, but I also want you to experience what it was like to slip along the shadow-thronged alleyways of medieval London; to enter a soaringly majestic cathedral but then walk out and glimpse the gruesome execution scaffolds rising high on the other side of the square. In my novels you will sit in the oaken stalls of a gothic abbey and hear the glorious psalms of plain chant even as you glimpse white, sinister gargoyle faces peering out at you from deep cowls and hoods. Or there again, you may ride out in a chariot as it thunders across the Redlands of Ancient Egypt or leave the sunlight and golden warmth of the Nile as you enter the marble coldness of a pyramid’s deadly maze. Smells and sounds, sights and spectacles will be conjured up to catch your imagination and so create times and places now long gone. You will march to Jerusalem with the first Crusaders or enter the Colosseum of Rome, where the sand sparkles like gold and the crowds bay for the blood of some gladiator. Of course, if you wish, you can always return to the lush dark greenness of medieval England and take your seat in some tavern along the ancient moon-washed road to Canterbury and listen to some ghostly tale which chills the heart . . . my books will take you there then safely bring you back!

The periods that have piqued my interest and about which I have written are many and varied.  I hope you enjoy the read and would love to hear your thoughts – I always appreciate any feedback from readers.  Visit my publisher’s website here: www.headline.co.uk and find out more.  You may also visit my website: www.paulcdoherty.com or email me on: paulcdoherty@gmail.com.
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