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History has always fascinated me. I see my stories as a time machine. I want to intrigue you with a murderous mystery and a tangled plot, but I also want you to experience what it was like to slip along the shadow-thronged alleyways of medieval London; to enter a soaringly majestic cathedral but then walk out and glimpse the gruesome execution scaffolds rising high on the other side of the square. In my novels you will sit in the oaken stalls of a gothic abbey and hear the glorious psalms of plain chant even as you glimpse white, sinister gargoyle faces peering out at you from deep cowls and hoods. Or there again, you may ride out in a chariot as it thunders across the Redlands of Ancient Egypt or leave the sunlight and golden warmth of the Nile as you enter the marble coldness of a pyramid’s deadly maze. Smells and sounds, sights and spectacles will be conjured up to catch your imagination and so create times and places now long gone. You will march to Jerusalem with the first Crusaders or enter the Colosseum of Rome, where the sand sparkles like gold and the crowds bay for the blood of some gladiator. Of course, if you wish, you can always return to the lush dark greenness of medieval England and take your seat in some tavern along the ancient moon-washed road to Canterbury and listen to some ghostly tale which chills the heart . . . my books will take you there then safely bring you back!

The periods that have piqued my interest and about which I have written are many and varied.  I hope you enjoy the read and would love to hear your thoughts – I always appreciate any feedback from readers.  Visit my publisher’s website here: www.headline.co.uk and find out more.  You may also visit my website: www.paulcdoherty.com or email me on: paulcdoherty@gmail.com.

Paul Doherty
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HISTORICAL NOTE

The first dynasty of ancient Egypt was established about 3100 BC. Between that date and the rise of the New Kingdom (1550 BC, Egypt went through a number of radical transformations, which witnessed the building of the Pyramids, the creation of cities along the Nile, the union of Upper and Lower Egypt and the development of Egyptian religion around Ra, the Sun God, and the cult of Osiris and Isis. Egypt had to resist foreign invasion, particularly by the Hyksos, Asiatic raiders who cruelly devastated the kingdom.

By 1480 BC, Egypt, pacified and united under Pharaoh Tuthmosis II, was on the verge of a new and glorious ascendancy. The pharaohs had moved their capital to Thebes; burial in the Pyramids was replaced by the development of the Necropolis on the west bank of the Nile as well as the exploitation of the Valley of the Kings as a royal mausoleum.

I have, to clarify matters, used Greek names for cities, etc.; e.g. Thebes and Memphis, rather than their archaic Egyptian names. The place name Sakkara has been used to describe the entire pyramid complex around Memphis and Giza. I have also employed the shorter version for the Pharaoh Queen: i.e. Hatusu rather than Hatshepsut. Tuthmosis II died in 1479 BC and, after a period of confusion, Hatusu (daughter of Tuthmosis I; half-sister to Tuthmosis II), held power for the next twenty-two years. During this period, Egypt became an imperial power and the richest state in the world.

Egyptian religion was also being developed, principally the cult of Osiris, killed by his brother Seth but resurrected by his loving wife Isis, who gave birth to their son, Horus. These rites must be placed against the background of the Egyptians’ worship of the Sun God and their desire to create a unity in their religious practices. They had a deep sense of awe for all living things: animals and plants, streams and rivers were all regarded as holy, whilst Pharaoh, their ruler, was worshipped as the incarnation of the divine will.

The Egyptians also had a great reverence for life, which had to be enjoyed both before and after death. They expressed this in exquisite paintings and poetry. Their existence was bound up with the life-giving Nile, that broad, turbulent ribbon of fertility that cut through the searing heat of the eastern and western deserts. They had a fascination with the sun, its rising and setting, which, for them, were mystic events to be watched and worshipped in awe. Such occasions were to be celebrated and described in poems and hymns. This balance of sun and water, the fount of life, was embodied and worshipped in the form of their pharaoh, appointed by the gods to keep human affairs in harmony.

By 1480 BC, the Egyptian civilisation joyously expressed its richness in religion, ritual, architecture, dress, education and the pursuit of the good life. Soldiers, priests and scribes dominated this civilisation, and their sophistication is expressed in the terms they used to describe both themselves and their culture. For example, Pharaoh was the Golden Hawk; the treasury was the House of Silver; a time of war was the Season of the Hyaena; a royal palace was the House of a Million Years. Despite the country’s breathtaking, dazzling civilisation, however, Egyptian politics, both at home and abroad, could be violent and bloody. The royal throne was always the centre of intrigue, jealousy and bitter rivalry. It was on to this political platform, in 1479 BC, that the young Hatusu emerged.

By 1477 BC, Hatusu had confounded her critics and opponents, both at home and abroad. She had won a great victory in the north against the Mitanni and purged the royal circle of opposition led by the Grand Vizier Rahimere. A remarkable young woman, Hatusu was supported by her wily and cunning lover, Senenmut, also her First Minister. She was determined that all sections of Egyptian society should accept her as Pharaoh-Queen of Egypt.

Egypt’s foreign policy was built along the Nile. Sea invaders from the north, landing in the Delta, could easily be repulsed, whilst Egypt often sent chariot squadrons across the Horus Road into Canaan. The country’s real fear was a war on two fronts: a hostile force in the north occupying the Delta and a revolt in Nubia. Nubia was an independent kingdom until annexed by the Egyptian pharaohs. It was the source of gold, silver and precious materials. If Egypt lost Nubia, it would not only lose its treasure house but also expose itself to attacks from the south. A great deal of evidence exists from Hatusu’s reign to indicate that the Pharaoh Queen placed great importance on retaining Nubia as part of the Great House of Egypt. However, the danger always remained. Nubia not only wanted its independence, an end to the export of its treasures; it also dreamed dreams of counterattack against Thebes, and the expansion of Nubian power. Conspiracies and revolts in Nubia were commonplace. Hatusu had to face her fair share of them. This novel concentrates on one …
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