
[image: cover]


[image: Image]


Copyright © 2013 ITV Studios Limited

The right of Mary-Ann Ochota to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

First published in 2013

by HEADLINE PUBLISHING GROUP

Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, this publication may only be reproduced, stored, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means, with prior permission in writing of the publishers or, in the case of reprographic production, in accordance with the terms of licences issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency.

Every effort has been made to fulfil requirements with regard to reproducing copyright material. The author and publisher will be glad to rectify any omissions at the earliest opportunity. Cataloguing in Publication Data is available from the British Library

ISBN 978 0 7553 6573 9

Editors for ITV: Ed Taylor, Michael Kelpie

Editors for the British Museum: Michael Lewis, Ian Richardson

Researcher: Kate Jarvis

An Hachette UK Company

338 Euston Road

London NW1 3BH

www.headline.co.uk

www.hachette.co.uk

Britain’s Secret Treasures first transmitted in the UK in July 2012. The six-part series was devised by Ed Taylor & Michael Kelpie and commissioned by Katy Thorogood for ITV Network.

The series told the stories of members of the public who had discovered extraordinary artefacts as they dug in their gardens, walked in fields and strolled along beaches – sometimes literally stumbling on lost treasures that had lain undetected for many years.

It is testament to the boundless dedication of the British Museum’s Portable Antiquities Scheme, under the leadership of Roger Bland, his team, and their nationwide network of Finds Liaison Officers that the histories of these amazing artefacts, and the people who found them, have become part of the ITV series and ultimately now form the heart of this book.

The new series of Britain’s Secret Treasures returns to ITV in the Autumn 2013.
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For hundreds of thousands of years our ancestors have walked these isles burying, dropping and throwing away their belongings, and now these treaures lie waiting for us, keeping their secrets until we uncover them once more.

Every year, hundreds of vaulable artefacts are discovered by ordinary members of the British public. Here in Britain’s Secret Treasures, which accompanies the ITV series, the British Museum chooses eighty of the most fascinating finds ever reported and Mary-Ann Ochota shares with us the moving histories that bring each piece to life. There is also a detailed chapter showing you how you can get involved in archaeology too.

From hoards of Roman gold and Bronze Age drinking vessels to tiny Viking spindle whorls and weapons from dozens of wars, all manner of treausres are described here. Some help prove that our ancestors were alive over half a million years ago, some saw their modern-day finders receive a generous reward, all provide an insight into the wodnerful, dynamic, colourful history of our nation.
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Note on Dating:

The most common dating system in Britain is to use BC (‘Before Christ’) for years before the year of Christ’s birth (AD 1), and AD (Anno Domini, meaning ‘the year of our Lord’ in Latin) for years after. BC normally comes after the year (eg 55BC), and AD usually comes before the year (AD1066). Here we have opted to put both BC and AD after the year, an increasingly common usage. A form of dating you might see in other books is CE/BCE – the ‘Year of Our Lord’ has been replaced with the non-religious ‘Common Era’/‘Before the Common Era’. CE starts at the year 1 as well and is exactly equivalent to AD; BCE is equivalent to BC.




Introduction

The treasures in this book span 500,000 years of life in Britain, and they were all discovered by members of the public. Some treasures were found by chance when people were going about their everyday lives, walking the dog, digging the garden, on a school trip, farming, or doing building work. Other treasures were found by people intentionally searching using metal detectors, hoping there might be something there, waiting to be discovered.

However you make a find, it comes with an electrifying sense of discovery – knowing that the last person to touch this unique object was a stranger from a distant generation. The find might have come from a small, personal moment of fear or triumph, or be part of a grand account of kings and queens. The shiny golden treasure hoards that grab the news and make the finders millionaires are few and far between – most searchers only ever find ordinary things that belonged to ordinary people – but even when an item is financially worthless, it can still have an incredible power to reach through time and connect you to a person from the past. The promise of that magical connection is addictive. It’s what gets many metal detectorists and other searchers out in the cold and rain every weekend.

The excitement of making a discovery comes with the responsibility to share that find – to make sure each crucial piece of our past is recorded and preserved for future generations.

In England and Wales all finds should be recorded through the Portable Antiquities Scheme, which is managed (in England) by the British Museum and (in Wales) through the National Museums Wales. Locally based archaeologists, known as Finds Liaison Officers, undertake the work of logging and recording these finds. Scotland and Northern Ireland have their own systems they use for recording archaeological objects (see here for more details).

When a Finds Liaison Officer or curator gets a call or email bringing them the first glimpse of an artefact for assessment, they too share the thrill of discovery. It’s their job to establish just how important a find is, and what its discovery might mean for our understanding of the past. Working together, amateurs and professionals unearth, record and preserve the finds that tell our history.

We throng to see these objects, to learn about them and the contexts they came from, to discover what that can tell us about our ancestors’ lives.

Museum curators understand the power of objects, and many have finds-handling sessions where you can handle precious, ancient and intriguing objects from their collections. The power of touching objects is so potent that researchers are now even bringing heritage artefacts into hospitals and care homes.

Touching and handling can damage artefacts – the oils from our skin, our breath, and exposing the artefact to a non-controlled climate can all take their toll – but although much of our past is fragile, it shouldn’t be shut away. Conservators, fundraisers and educators ensure that these treasures are preserved for future research and enjoyment, and that our heritage is protected.

To select just a few dozen artefacts from the 900,000 finds that have been discovered, investigated and logged on the national Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) database (see here), as well as finds of significance from Scotland and Northern Ireland, was an astonishingly difficult job. A team of experts shortlisted finds that were of national importance (like the Vale of York Viking Hoard), had deep cultural significance (like the Roman Slave Shackle), were considered to be exquisitely beautiful (like the Leopard Cup), and some that had a weird or wonderful find story.

These secret treasures invite us to explore the personal worlds of our ancestors: their homes and families, their passions, fears and beliefs. The incredible stories of how these objects were made, handled, cherished and discarded are ours to enjoy. The ITV show Britain’s Secret Treasures – a collaboration with the British Museum and now into its second series – immediately fired the interest of the wider public, and got them sending in pictures of their own previously unrecorded finds, visiting local museums, and exploring the PAS database online. This book presents the stories behind just eighty of Britain’s secret treasures. Each one invites us into an intriguing past and, above all, these treasures demonstrate how important ordinary people are in the quest to secure our national heritage.
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