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About the Book

What are the top one hundred words we use the most? How should anchovy, chastisement and tryst be pronounced? How good are you at spelling the most commonly misspelt words and names? For the answers to these and questions and much more, sit back and let Richard Anthony Baker take you on a journey through the English language.

Marvel at the richness of what we derive from French and German; bristle at the words banned in the Daily Telegraph; laugh at the officialese of corporate writers; bone up on our use of language from William Shakespeare (and the Bible) in our day-to-day talk; absorb Richard’s master classes on how to win at Scrabble with devastating ease and how to complete cryptic crosswords with impressive alacrity; and test your linguistic agility by trying to answer the five questions which Google puts to job applicants.


About the Author

For many years Richard worked in the BBC Radio Newsroom, at one point editing the main bulletins in Radio Four’s Today. During his 30 years at the BBC, he wrote and presented a large range of programmes for Radios Two and Three; and for Radio Five Live, he devised the world’s first obituaries programme, Brief Lives, producing over 300 editions


 



DEDICATED TO MY FIVE FAVOURITE WORDS



 

Chorizont, someone who disputes identity of authorship, such as a person who believes Shakespeare’s plays were written by Francis Bacon. [It has nothing to do with Spanish sausages. For crossword solvers, its additional attraction is that it contains the word ‘horizon’.]

Gardyloo, a cry once heard from an upstairs window when the contents of a chamber pot were about to be thrown into the street

Huer, a pilchard fisherman’s lookout man

Spraint, the excrement of an otter and

Zarf, a holder for a coffee cup that does not have a handle


 



JUST A THOUGHT



 

A third of all children do not have a single book of their own at home. The figure has trebled in seven years. Four out of five children believe that the Battle of Britain is a television talent show and that the Tudors are a brand of crisps. One in six teenagers leave school unable to read fluently.
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