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OUT OF THE DRINK


To crash or be shot down into the sea is a terrifying experience. And to escape to tell the tale is a rare and remarkable achievement. But that is precisely what each of the World War Two heroes described here has done; they have come ‘down in the drink’ and miraculously survived. In doing so, they have all qualified for the ‘Goldfish Club’.

Ralph Barker tells the hair-raising and inspiring stories of eight such air crews. There is the tale of the Beaufort that ditches in the North Sea, the Wellington crew stranded in the Bay of Biscay and the Mosquito fighter-bomber trapped in the sea off Burma, keeping afloat on the wreckage of his fuselage, concussed, his bones broken, with only a flask of whisky to keep him going.
 
In Down in the Drink, the accounts of heroism and endurance match any from that historic time. They are stories of men from all corners of the British Commonwealth fighting for survival against unimaginable odds. No one could read of their experiences without being stirred by the proof they give that there is no limit to human courage.


Ralph Barker served in the RAF during the Second World War, in the course of which his Beaufort was hit in combat and he survived a crash on take-off in which his pilot and navigator were killed. He was transferred to non-operational flying after his crash and hospitalisation. After the war, he worked in civil aviation for a short time before rejoining the RAF to work in the secretariat until 1961. Down in the Drink (1955) launched a successful career as a writer. He has written books on the RAF, on terrorism and war at sea, and hundreds of feature articles for the Sunday Express.

For this edition of Down in the Drink, Ralph Barker has written a new story, ‘Whitleys and Hampdens on Hamm’.


To the many
thousands of airmen whose
grave is the sea


GLOSSARY

A.I., Aircraft Interception – radar equipment fitted in fighter aircraft for this purpose.

aileron, main aircraft lateral control.

A.O.C., air officer commanding.

the bag, P.O.W. camp.

brownjobs, the Army.

the chop, get the chop, killed in action or on active service.

clamp the key down, lock the transmitter morse key so that a continuous note is radiated.

dhobi ghat, water-filled bath or pit for washing clothing.

D/R, D/R position, navigation by dead reckoning, position computed by dead reckoning.

E.T.A., estimated time of arrival.

feather, feather an engine, stop the propeller windmilling and thus causing drag when an engine fails.

flaps, kind of air-brake, used for increased lift on take-off and for reducing speed before landing.

flotation gear, inflatable built-in air-bags designed to give buoyancy to aircraft.

fluorescine, fluorescine bag, a chemical which spread a vivid green stain over a large area of water.

Force 136, a ground force operating behind enemy lines in Burma.

George, automatic pilot.

goolie chit, blood chit, a certificate printed in the appropriate language carried by aircrew as a safeguard against mutilation by hostile tribesmen.

kukri, heavy-bladed short-handled Gurkha knife.

Mae West, inflatable life-jacket.

ops, operations, operational sorties.

pitot head, measuring instrument used in aircraft to measure airspeed.

Roger, ‘message received and understood’.

R/T, radio telephony.

sprog, inexperienced, newly trained.

static, electrical interference with wireless reception.

Sutton harness, safety harness.

three-point attitude, attitude of the aircraft in which the two main wheels and the tail wheel touch the ground together.

tour, operational tour, fixed number of flying hours or sorties constituting tour of operational duty.

u/s, ‘broken’.

Wimpey, a Wellington aircraft.
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