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For my parents Joe and Maureen,
who always hoped that I might one day
have a ‘proper job’.
Sorry about this . . .

Also to the memory of my grandfather,
George Madle, who left me his greatest
bequest – my sense of humour.
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Foreword
By Sir Terry Wogan

Once more the innuendo and double-meaning that fester just below the surface of these tales of simple folk rise to affront the sensibilities of the delicately reared. Do not approach without the sal-volatile! Hats off to Kevin Joslin for his inspired if warped creativity, and to your good self for buying the stories that have contributed so much to Children in Need.


Introduction

Thank you for buying this second volume of the Radio 2 Janet and John stories. I first started writing the stories back in 2005 and had no inkling that they would become as popular as they are.

But all things must pass, and as John Marsh will not be appearing on Sir Terry’s new Sunday show, this will probably be the last of the stories published. I could have never imagined that they would ever be published at all, so the commissioning of this second volume is a testament to the public’s continued appetite for smutty innuendo and double entendres.

Sales of the BBC CDs of the stories continue to raise much-needed funds for BBC Children in Need, and have, to date, contributed more than £4,000,000. The CDs are still available from www.charitygoods.com and not one penny of the (very reasonable) sale price is spent on overheads, wages or administration.

Should anyone feel inclined, I can occasionally be found on both Twitter and Facebook if you look hard enough.


Acknowledgements

I would like to give special thanks to my publisher, Headline, and my literary agent, Darin Jewell. Both have continued to do wonderful work on my behalf.

I would also like to pay tribute to the scores of ‘characters’ in the stories. With the possible exception of Pastor Kidneys (who although fictitious, was heavily based on Canon Roger Royle) and Donatella, the hairdresser, all of those featured in the tales are real people, many of whom are my friends, and all of whom deserve some form of recognition for the lampooning they have taken over the years. However, there is only room for the most regular victims (and those that I think might hit me if they are not mentioned). So, special apologies (especially to anyone who feels that they should have been included) go to Sally Dickins, Julie Wiseman, Tina Philips, Gail Holland, Jo Plumb, Jacki Havard, Jen Terris, Lesley Brown, Jen O’Brien, Jane Edwards, Roger Spicer, Ann Myers-Brotherston (Mrs Bickerdyke), Pauline Robbins (Melanie Frontage), Helen and Norman Mackintosh, Barbara Mason, Lucy Sibley, Julie Frost, Franki Ayerst, Irene Forrest, Geraldine Coleman, Terri Reddington, Anne Dempsey, Karen Lee and my fellow (proper) writer Lyndsay Jones.

Very best tickles are reserved for Janet and John Marsh, Phil ‘Nobby’ Hughes, Alan Boyd, Alan Dedicoat and last but by no means least, the man I have been honoured to write for, the delightful Sir Terry Wogan.

Finally, a loud and somewhat splashy raspberry to the unnamed company (you know who you are) who continue to make life as difficult as possible for the BBC, who have used these stories to raise much-needed funds for Children in Need.

Kevin Joslin
October 2011
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