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BAND OF EAGLES

Frank Barnard turned to writing fiction after a career in journalism, public relations and advertising. His debut novel, Blue Man Falling, which focussed on the RAF in the Battle of France, was hugely acclaimed. He lives near Rye, Sussex.




Praise for Frank Barnard:

‘This is a fast moving story of wartime derring-do, full of high-minded heroes and lovely villainesses and plenty of dicing with death. It is an adventurous yarn and a good read, certainly, but also a timely reminder of the great sacrifices made by the real-life prototypes, more than a half a century ago, in defence of our freedom’

Julian Fellowes, bestselling author of Snobs and Oscar winning script writer of Gosford Park

 

‘Truly authentic. A jolly good read’ Sunday Express

 

‘Barnard subtely deflates the rhetoric of derring-do with never a jarring hint that his tenderly drawn pilots are not wholly rooted in their time. A fine balance of freshness and authenticity’

Telegraph

‘Admirable. A compelling and engrossing novel’

Newbury Weekly News

 

‘A triumph. This is boys’ own adventure stuff, Biggles on speed - an excellent read’ York Evening Press




To Jack and Jess, Amy and Jay, 
for whose futures such men fought




‘A band of eagles fears no foe’

Comte Anatole de Perignac 
1767-1821




AUTHOR’S NOTE

Band of Eagles is a work of fiction. The squadron depicted did not exist and neither did its personnel, whether in the air or on the ground. However, some of the actions described are based on actual events and Band of Eagles is dedicated to the men and women of many nationalities, including the people of Malta itself, who endured the longest siege in British history and saved one of the most strategically important Allied strongholds of the Second World War.




Part one

June l94l

‘A funny kind of paradise’
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