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Paul Doherty was born in Middlesbrough. He studied History at Liverpool and Oxford Universities and obtained a doctorate at Oxford for his thesis on Edward II and Queen Isabella. He is now headmaster of a school in north-east London and lives with his wife and family near Epping Forest.

 

Paul Doherty is the author of the Hugh Corbett medieval mysteries, the Sorrowful Mysteries of Brother Athelstan, the Canterbury Tales of murder and mystery, the Ancient Egyptian mysteries, the Journals of Roger Shallot, THE ROSE DEMON, THE SOUL SLAYER, THE HAUNTING, DOMINA, THE PLAGUE LORD and MURDER IMPERIAL, all of which have been highly praised.




 

‘Extensive and penetrating research coupled with a strong plot and bold characterisation. Loads of adventure and a dazzling evocation of the past’ Herald Sun, Melbourne

 

‘An opulent banquet to satisfy the most murderous appetite’  Northern Echo

 

‘Paul Doherty has a lively sense of history . . . evocative and lyrical descriptions’ New Statesman

 

‘Teems with colour, energy and spills’ Time Out

 

‘Vitality in the cityscape . . . angst in the mystery; it’s Peters minus the herbs but plus a few crates of sack’ Oxford Times

 

‘As always the author invokes the medieval period in all its muck as well as glory, filling the pages with pungent smells and description. The author brings years of research to his writing; his mastery of the period as well as a disciplined writing schedule have led to a rapidly increasing body of work and a growing reputation’ Mystery News




To Madge Duncan-Sutherland with thanks  
for all her help and support




PRINCIPAL CHARACTERS

PHARAOHS

[image: 001]

THE ROYAL HOUSE (OF AMENHOTEP III)

[image: 002]

CHILDREN OF THE KAP (ROYAL NURSERY)

[image: 003]

[image: 004]

THE ROYAL HOUSE (OF AKHENATEN)

[image: 005]

THE AKHMIN GANG

[image: 006]

OTHER OFFICIALS

[image: 007]




Introduction

The Eighteenth Dynasty (1550-1323 BC) marked the high point, if not the highest point, of the Ancient Egyptian Empire, both at home and abroad; it was a period of grandeur, of gorgeous pageantry and triumphant imperialism. It was also a time of great change and violent events, particularly in the final years of the reign of Amenhotep III and the swift accession of the ‘Great Heretic’ Akhenaten, when a bitter clash took place between religious ideologies at a time when the brooding menace of the Hittite Empire was making itself felt.

I was very fortunate in being given access to this ancient document which alleges to be, in the words of a more recent age, ‘the frank and full confession’ of a man who lived at the eye of the storm: Mahu, Chief of Police of Akhenaten and his successors. Mahu emerges as a rather sinister figure responsible for security - a job description which can, and did, cover a multitude of sins. This confession seems to be in full accord with the evidence on Mahu that has been recovered from other archaeological  sources - be it the discoveries at El-Amarna, the City of the Aten, or the evidence of his own tomb, which he never occupied. A keen observer of his times, Mahu was a man whose hand, literally, was never far from his sword (see the Historical Note on page 587).

Mahu appears to have written his confession some considerable time after the turbulent years which marked the end of the Eighteenth Dynasty. He kept journals, which he later transcribed, probably during the very short reign of Rameses I (c. 1307 BC). Mahu’s original document was then translated in the demotic mode some six hundred years later during the seventh century BC, then copied again during the Roman period in a mixture of Latin and the Greek Koine. His confession, which I have decided to publish in a trilogy, reflects these different periods of translation and amendment; for instance, Thebes is the Greek version of ‘Waset’, and certain other proper names, not to mention hieroglyphs, are given varying interpretations by the different translators and copiers.

Mahu’s confession does not, unfortunately, clarify certain vexed problems of the period. For example, just how long did Amenhotep III reign? Did he allow his son to become full Co-regent during his lifetime? How long did Akhenaten actually reign? Nevertheless, Mahu’s account does bring to life the bloody struggle which tore Egypt apart almost 3,500 years ago. It vividly describes the intrigue and conflict, the vaulting ambition of men and women who fought to the death over the dream of Empire.

 

Paul Doherty
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