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About the Author

Paul Doherty was born in Middlesbrough.  He studied History at Liverpool and Oxford Universities and obtained a doctorate for his thesis on Edward II and Queen Isabella.  He is now headmaster of a school in north-east London and lives with his family in Essex.  Paul’s first novel, THE DEATH OF A KING, was published in 1985 and since then he has written prolifically, covering a wealth of historical periods from Ancient Egypt to the Middle Ages and beyond.  He has recently published his 100th novel, THE LAST OF DAYS.

To find out more, visit www.paulcdoherty.com




Praise for Paul Doherty

‘Teems with colour, energy and spills’ Time Out

‘Paul Doherty has a lively sense of history . . . evocative and lyrical descriptions’ New Statesman

‘Extensive and penetrating research coupled with a strong plot and bold characterisation. Loads of adventure and a dazzling evocation of the past’ Herald Sun, Melbourne

‘An opulent banquet to satisfy the most murderous appetite’ Northern Echo

‘As well as penning an exciting plot with vivid characters, Doherty excels at bringing the medieval period to life, with his detailed descriptions giving the reader a strong sense of place and time’ South Wales Argus

‘Doherty excels at historical detail, bringing Ancient Egypt to life in the descriptions of daily life and characters drawn from every caste’ Publishers Weekly

‘The historical mystery genre is still thriving and Paul Doherty’s The Mask of Ra is the best of its kind since the death of Ellis Peters. As ever, Doherty dazzles us with his knowledge and intimate feel for ancient Egypt’ Time Out

‘Deliciously suspenseful, gorgeously written and atmospheric. A great read’ Historical Novels Review

‘First rate; Doherty has a formula which works every time’ Nottingham Evening Post

‘Medieval London comes vividly to life’ Publishers Weekly

‘Resurrectionist magic’ New York Times

‘I really like these medieval whodunnits’ Bookseller

‘Historically informative, excellently plotted and, as ever, superbly entertaining’ CADS 20

‘This rich tale . . . seeps authenticity and is written with wonderfully efficient style. A gem of an historical thriller’ Huddersfield Daily Examiner

‘The maestro of medieval mystery’ Books Magazine
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About the Book

1284 and Edward I is battling a traitorous movement founded by the late Simon de Montfort, the rebel who lost his life at the Battle of Evesham in 1258. The Pentangle, the movement’s underground society whose members are known to practice the black arts, is thought to be behind the apparent suicide of Lawrence Duket, one of the King’s loyal subjects, in revenge for Duket’s murder of one of their supporters. The King, deeply suspicious of the affair, orders his wily Chancellor, Burnell, to look into the matter.

Burnell chooses a sharp and clever clerk from the Court of King’s Bench, Hugh Corbett, to conduct the investigation. Corbett – together with his manservant, Ranulf, late of Newgate – is swiftly drawn into the tangled politics and dark and dangerous underworld of medieval London.
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