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History has always fascinated me. I see my stories as a time machine. I want to intrigue you with a murderous mystery and a tangled plot, but I also want you to experience what it was like to slip along the shadow-thronged alleyways of medieval London; to enter a soaringly majestic cathedral but then walk out and glimpse the gruesome execution scaffolds rising high on the other side of the square. In my novels you will sit in the oaken stalls of a gothic abbey and hear the glorious psalms of plain chant even as you glimpse white, sinister gargoyle faces peering out at you from deep cowls and hoods. Or there again, you may ride out in a chariot as it thunders across the Redlands of Ancient Egypt or leave the sunlight and golden warmth of the Nile as you enter the marble coldness of a pyramid’s deadly maze. Smells and sounds, sights and spectacles will be conjured up to catch your imagination and so create times and places now long gone. You will march to Jerusalem with the first Crusaders or enter the Colosseum of Rome, where the sand sparkles like gold and the crowds bay for the blood of some gladiator. Of course, if you wish, you can always return to the lush dark greenness of medieval England and take your seat in some tavern along the ancient moon-washed road to Canterbury and listen to some ghostly tale which chills the heart . . . my books will take you there then safely bring you back!

The periods that have piqued my interest and about which I have written are many and varied.  I hope you enjoy the read and would love to hear your thoughts – I always appreciate any feedback from readers.  Visit my publisher’s website here: www.headline.co.uk and find out more.  You may also visit my website: www.paulcdoherty.com or email me on: paulcdoherty@gmail.com.

Paul Doherty
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Praise for Paul Doherty

‘Teems with colour, energy and spills’ Time Out

‘Paul Doherty has a lively sense of history…evocative and lyrical descriptions’ New Statesman

‘Extensive and penetrating research coupled with a strong plot and bold characterisation. Loads of adventure and a dazzling evocation of the past’ Herald Sun, Melbourne

‘An opulent banquet to satisfy the most murderous appetite’ Northern Echo

‘As well as penning an exciting plot with vivid characters, Doherty excels at bringing the medieval period to life, with his detailed descriptions giving the reader a strong sense of place and time’ South Wales Argus


Angela Francescotti dedicates
this book to her lovely granddaughter
Lucia Maria Francescotti


Main Historical Characters

 



	POPES

	Urban II (1098–99):	launched the First Crusade at Clermont in 1095.

	 
LEADING FRANKS

	Adhémar of Le Puy:	Bishop of Le Puy in southern France and papal legate on the Crusade.

	Raymond of Toulouse:	Count of Toulouse and Lord of St Gilles. Leader of the southern French Crusaders (Provençals).

	Bohemond of Taranto:	Leader of the southern Italian Norman Crusaders.

	Godfrey of Bouillon:	Leader of a contingent of Crusaders from Lotharingia and Germany.

	Robert of Normandy:	son of William the Conqueror and Duke of Normandy; leading figure amongst the northern French Crusaders.

	Robert of Flanders:	Count of Flanders; leading figure amongst the northern French Crusaders.

	Stephen of Blois:	Count of Blois; leading figure amongst the northern French Crusaders.

	Hugh of Vermandois (Hugh of Paris):	Count of Vermandois in northern France and brother of King Philip I of France.

	Tancred of Hauteville:	Bohemond of Taranto’s nephew.

	Baldwin of Boulogne:	Count of Boulogne; Godfrey of Bouillon’s ambitious brother.

	Peter the Hermit:	charismatic preacher and leader of the People’s Crusade.

	Peter Bartholomew:	Provençal visionary who ‘discovered’ the Holy Lance at Antioch.

	
	Hugh de Payens
Godefroi of St Omer
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	friends, French knights on the First Crusade who later founded the Templar Order.

	Raymond Pilet:	Provençal captain in Raymond of Toulouse’s army.

	Walter de Sans-Avoir:	Lord of Boissy.

	William the Carpenter:	French captain, noted for his cruelty.

	 
BYZANTINES AND ARMENIANS

	Alexius I Comnenus:	Emperor of Constantinople (1081–1118); founder of the great Comneni dynasty.

	Manuel Boutoumites:	Greek envoy who ended the Siege of Nicaea.

	Tacticius:	Greek general who accompanied the Franks to Antioch.

	Thoros:	Armenian ruler of the city of Edessa; adoptive father of Baldwin of Boulogne, who killed him.

	Firuz:	Armenian officer of Antioch, who betrayed the city.

	 
MUSLIMS

	Kilij Arslan:
(‘Sword of the Spirit’)	Seljuk Turkish Sultan of Rhum in Asia Minor.

	Yaghi Siyan:	Governor of the city of Antioch.

	Ridwan of Aleppo:	Siljuk ruler of the Syrian city of Aleppo; led Muslim relief force to Antioch.

	Atabeg Khebogha:	Emir of Mosul and renowned general; Leader of a massive Muslim army to relieve Antioch.

	Iftikhar:	Fatimid Governor of Jerusalem.




Author’s Note

The Templar is based not only on primary documents but on numerous accounts of people who actually travelled from Europe to take Jerusalem in July 1099. I have, at all times, tried to follow the tone of these accounts and the language they themselves use. A note at the end also comments on this extraordinary venture, which seared world history and had such long-term effects. The various crusading armies moved from France, Italy and Germany to Constantinople, then across to what is now modern Turkey, turning south into Syria and Palestine. The journey of the main army under Raymond of Toulouse was quite simple – across northern Italy, then following Via Egnetia along the Adriatic and into Greece. I have, however, included two maps to explain the great high points of the First Crusade, the Siege of Antioch in 1098 and that of Jerusalem in 1099. The main historical characters are listed, and their actions are based on the evidence of eyewitnesses. I have also kept to the simple division between two conflicting cultures in the Middle Ages. In the world of Islam, the term ‘Frank’ was used to describe any westerner. In turn, most Europeans were unaware of the different sects in Islam and generally used the terms ‘Turk’ or ‘Saracen’ to describe their opponents.


The City of Antioch: 1097
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The City of Jerusalem: 1099
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Prologue
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Melrose Abbey, Scotland:
The Feast of St James, 25 July 1314

Regis Regum rectissimi prope est dies domini.
(The day of the Lord, of the most righteous King,
is close at hand.)

The Dies Irae of St Columba

The monk lifted his cowled head and peered through the lancet window overlooking the wild heathland of Melrose. Harvest time was close, but his task was only just beginning here in the stair tower of this ancient fortified manor house. He stared round the chamber at the neatly stacked ledgers, indentures, chronicles, letters and memoranda: these had all been collected from the libraries of the Order of the Temple and brought here in the summer of Our Lord 1314.

‘Everything we could steal or buy,’ the old woman murmured as she rested on her cane, staring through the small oriel window. She didn’t even bother to turn round.

‘Consummatum est – it is finished. Brother Anselm, you’ve heard the news?’

The young Cistercian monk coughed and nodded. He realised why he was here. He had been sworn to secrecy on the great leather-bound, gold-embossed Book of the Gospels chained to its lectern in the centre of the room.

‘Nineteenth March past,’ the old woman whispered. ‘Jacques de Molay, Grand Master of the Temple, and Geoffrey de Charny, Preceptor of Normandy, burnt at night fastened to a stake on the Île-de-France. Innocent they were . . .’ She hobbled over to Brother Anselm and smiled down at him.

‘Father Abbot,’ she leaned over and girlishly stroked the monk’s smooth cheek, ‘has released you from all duties.’ She waved round. ‘To form this into one seamless cloak. A chronicle of the Order of the Temple from its origins to the end.’ She grasped Anselm’s wrist; the grip was surprisingly strong, despite her apparent frailty. Her light grey eyes held his.

‘You are my kinsman Benedict; you have the sacred blood of the de Payens, the founders of that order.’

‘Domina, how shall I write it?’

‘As a chronicle,’ the old woman replied. She turned and walked over to the neatly stacked manuscripts. ‘As if you were there, Brother. Be like the prophet Ezekiel in the Valley of the Dead: breathe life, blood and flesh into these dry bones.’
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