
[image: Illustration]



 

Also by this author

Very British Problems:

Making Life Awkward for Ourselves,

One Rainy Day At A Time

More Very British Problems:

Life Just Got Awkward(er)

Very British Problems III:

Still Awkward, Still Raining

Very British Problems:

The Most Awkward One Yet

Born to be Mild:

Adventures for the Anxious




[image: illustration]




 

SPHERE

First published in Great Britain in 2022 by Sphere

Copyright © Rob Temple 2022
Illustrations © Shutterstock

The moral right of the author has been asserted.

All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the prior permission in writing of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

A CIP catalogue record for this book
is available from the British Library.

ISBN 978-0-7515-8535-3

Sphere
An imprint of
Little, Brown Book Group
Carmelite House
50 Victoria Embankment
London EC4Y 0DZ

An Hachette UK Company
www.hachette.co.uk

www.littlebrown.co.uk




For Sumin




CONTENTS

Introduction

Weather

Weather Defenders

Cockney Rhyming Slang

Food and Drink

Roast Dinner

Piece of Cake

British Events

Very British Music Festivals

British Bands

British Sports

Who Said It?

Prime Ministers

Strange Historical Happenings

Daft British Place Names

Where the Hell is that Museum?!

The London Underground

How Old is the Building?

How to Speak British

America!

All Creatures Great and British

British Tree or Bird?

Brits on Holiday

Seaside Must-haves

Petrol Station or Cheese?

Discovery and Invention

British Books

The Play’s the Thing

Very British Soap Opera Crossword

Name the Biscuit!

Tea Time!

British Brands

British Shops

British Counties

British County or American State?

Very British Conundrums

Bond Films

Awkward TV Moments

No British Please!

Classic British Presents

Christmas

 

Answers

Acknowledgements




INTRODUCTION

Hello! Long time no see. Come in, come in. You look well. How are you? If you just replied to that question in any way, congratulations – you just answered the very first question of many in this official Very British Problems quiz book! It’s been a decade since I started highlighting the oddities of the nation (see @SoVeryBritish on Twitter for proof!) and, if you don’t mind me saying, we as a people are still just as weird as ever. Very British Problems now has over five million followers over all social media, as well as lots of books, which tells me it’s probably struck a chord.

Anyway, where was I? Yes! If pubs and teatime television have taught us anything, it’s that we all love a good quiz, don’t we? So with that in mind I’ve written a book of questions on all things British (plus a chapter or two on the rest of the world, just for balance).

Inside this testing tome you’ll find queues of questions lined up patiently on every page, on all sorts of Very British topics, that will keep you scratching your head until it’s just a pile of dandruffy dust.

Serving suggestions: You could use this book to have raucous but studious fun with friends. Or enjoy it around the dinner table with family. Or take it to the pub quiz you run and claim you wrote it all yourself. Or, let’s think . . . you could use it to prop up that wobbly leg on the bedside table. Though, if you ask me (thanks for asking me, nobody ever asks me anything) it’s probably best enjoyed, like most things in life, all alone in a cold conservatory on a rainy day with a pot of tea on the side.

Right, must get on. Take care, see you soon, all best, cheerio, bye bye bye. Bye. Oh, hang on, before I go, I meant to say, you can find all the answers in the back! I’d forget my own head if it wasn’t screwed on. Right, keys, wallet, phone, think that’s everything . . . right, bye! Bye bye bye.

Rob Temple, Cambridge




WEATHER

We’re obsessed with the weather (what’s it doing now? Chucking it down, is it? Oh gosh, I think the washing’s out! Nooooo!) but how much do we actually know about it? Well, let’s find out.

(All answers correct at time of writing, i.e. early 2022.)

Q1.

Where is the least snowy place in Britain?

a) Cornwall

b) Oxford

c) Durham

Q2.

In his famous poem, what did William Wordsworth wander lonely as?

a) A breeze

b) A cloud

c) A puddle

Q3.

Which nation recorded the lowest minimum UK temperature in 1982, according to Met Office data?

a) England

b) Northern Ireland

c) Scotland

Q4.

What was that lowest minimum temperature mentioned in question 3?

a) −7.2°C

b) −17.2°C

c) −27.2°C

Q5.

What sort of weather condition is usually associated with a phrase mentioning cats and dogs?

a) Rain

b) Wind

c) Fog

Q6.

What type of weather accessory does Mary Poppins use to help her fly?

a) Sunglasses

b) A waterproof coat

c) An umbrella

Q7.

The naming system of what weather phenomenon never includes names related to the British Royal Family, nor the letters Q, U, X, Y or Z?

a) Storms

b) Heatwaves

c) Tidal waves

Q8.

According to a 2015 Very British Problems (@SoVeryBritish) poll, which season do Brits love the most?

a) Spring

b) Summer

c) Autumn

Q9.

According to the University of Westminster, 80,000 of which weather-related item are left on the London Underground each year?

a) Raincoats

b) Sun hats

c) Umbrellas

Q10.

Where is the soggiest city in Britain, so says the Met Office?

a) Manchester

b) Cardiff

c) Glasgow

Q11.

What type of weather is associated with a phrase meaning ‘to have a large amount of work to do’?

a) Snow

b) Hail

c) Sleet

Q12.

When was the last time the River Thames completely froze over?

a) 1892

b) 1921

c) 1963

Q13.

At the climax of the 1994 British film Four Weddings and a Funeral, what type of weather does Andie MacDowell’s character, Carrie, famously not notice?

a) Rain

b) Gale-force winds

c) Fog

Q14.

Which month is synonymous with ‘showers’?

a) March

b) April

c) May

Q15.

In June 1975, several county cricket matches had to be abandoned due to what type of weather?

a) Too much heat

b) Too much wind

c) Too much snow

Q16.

Gather round, cloud spotters. According to the BBC’s Cloud Spotting Guide, what is the most common type of cloud in the UK?

a) Stratocumulus

b) Cirrus

c) Nimbostratus

Q17.

In which recent year did the UK have the wettest February on record?

a) 2019

b) 2020

c) 2021

Q18.

What is British weather actually for?

a) It’s a mystery but I wish it would just behave itself.

b) Sometimes the garden needs it.

c) To give us something easy to talk about if we bump into the neighbours.

Q19.

Which of these names belongs to one of the most famous weather forecasters in British television history?

a) Matthew Cod

b) Michael Fish

c) Mark Guppy

Q20.

And why is the weather forecaster from question 19 particularly notable?

a) He correctly predicted the exact amount of rainfall every day for a week.

b) He said a hurricane definitely wasn’t on the way shortly before the worst storm to hit southeast England in three centuries.

c) He presented the weather every single day for a decade.

Q21.

What usually gets blown onto the railway tracks to cause travel disruptions on British trainlines?

a) Swans

b) Litter

c) Leaves

Q22.

Which of these is the name of a famous Scottish rock band – perhaps most famous for their recording of the hit song, ‘Love is all Around’ – that most accurately describes a British day?

a) Wet Wet Wet

b) Hot Hot Hot

c) Brisk Brisk Brisk

Q23.

An anemometer is used to measure what?

a) Rainfall

b) Wind speed

c) Heatwaves

Q24.

In Ruthin in North Wales in 1947, the deepest snow in an inhabited area of the UK was recorded. How deep was it, according to the Met Office?

a) 1.65 metres

b) 4.65 metres

c) 7.65 metres

Q25.

How many British phrases exist to describe how rain is coming down?

a) 10

b) 50

c) Limitless

Q26.

When it gets really hot in Britain, what do people most commonly claim you could fry on the pavement?

a) Pancakes

b) An egg

c) Bubble and squeak

Q27.

‘It’s raining, it’s pouring, the old man is . . . ’ what?

a) Boring

b) Snoring

c) Laying down some new flooring

Q28.

What weather condition’s name is derived from the Norse god Thor?

a) Tornados

b) Giant hail

c) Thunder

Q29.

What was the nationality of inventor Charles Macintosh, whom the Mackintosh (with added letter k!) is named after?

a) English

b) Welsh

c) Scottish

Q30.

What type of coat is marmalade-loving bear Paddington famous for wearing?

a) Waterproof cagoule

b) Duffel coat

c) Trench coat

Q31.

When was The Great Smog of London?

a) 1752

b) 1852

c) 1952
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