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Praise for Val McDermid

‘No one can tell a story like she can’

Daily Express

‘A master craftswoman at work’

Observer

‘There aren’t many to touch her for insight into the minds of hunter and hunted’

Susan Hill

‘One of today’s most accomplished crime writers’

Literary Review

‘As good a psychological thriller as it is possible to get’

Sunday Express

‘It grabs the reader by the throat and never lets go’

Daily Mail

‘The queen of crime is still at the top of her game’

Independent
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Copyright
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All characters and events in this publication, other than those clearly in the public domain, are fictitious and any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.

Copyright © Val McDermid 2020

The moral right of the author has been asserted.

‘Happy Holidays’ first appeared in Exit Wounds (Titan, 2019); A Wife in a Million’ first appeared in Reader, I Murdered Him (The Women’s Press, 1989); ‘A Traditional Christmas’ first appeared in Reader, I Murdered Him Too (The Women’s Press, 1994); ‘Long Black Veil’ first appeared in Crime + Music (Three Rooms Press, 2016); ‘The Girl Who Killed Santa Claus’ first appeared in News of the World magazine, 2000; ‘Ancient and Modern’ first appeared as ‘The Hermit’s Castle’ in Bloody Scotland (Pegasus Books, 2017); ‘The Devil’s Share’ first appeared in My Scotland (Little, Brown, 2019); ‘Ghost Writer’ first appeared in Good Housekeeping, 2013; ‘White Nights, Black Magic’ first appeared in Crime in the City (Do-Not Press, 2002); ‘Heartburn’ first appeared in Northern Blood 2 (Flambard Press, 1995); ‘Four Calling Birds’ first appeared in 12 Days (Virago, 2004).

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the prior permission in writing of the publisher.

The publisher is not responsible for websites (or their content) that are not owned by the publisher.
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Val McDermid is a number one bestseller whose novels have been translated into more than thirty languages, and have sold over seventeen million copies. She has won many awards internationally, including the CWA Gold Dagger for best crime novel of the year and the LA Times Book of the Year Award. She was inducted into the ITV3 Crime Thriller Awards Hall of Fame in 2009, was the recipient of the CWA Cartier Diamond Dagger in 2010 and received the Lambda Literary Foundation Pioneer Award in 2011. In 2016, Val received the Outstanding Contribution to Crime Fiction Award at the Theakston Old Peculier Crime Writing Festival and in 2017 received the DIVA Literary Prize for Crime, and was elected a Fellow of both the Royal Society of Literature and the Royal Society of Edinburgh. Val has served as a judge for the Women’s Prize for Fiction and the Man Booker Prize, and was Chair of the Wellcome Book Prize in 2017. She is the recipient of six honorary doctorates, is an Honorary Fellow of St Hilda’s College, Oxford and a Visiting Professor at the University of Otago in New Zealand. She writes full time and divides her time between Edinburgh and East Neuk of Fife.
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To the memory of Marilyn Imrie, 1947-2020,
whose wit, generosity, insight and intelligence helped me
(and too many others to count) to be a better writer.
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