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‘How arrives it joy lies slain,

And why unblooms the best hope ever sown?’

‘Hap’ by Thomas Hardy

‘Sweet are the uses of adversity,

Which, like the toad, ugly and venomous,

Wears yet a precious jewel in his head.’

William Shakespeare






To Beatrix and Nicholas

with all my love

And with special thanks

to Nancy Bel Weeks
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