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Author’s Note
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Truth really can be stranger than fiction, and more exciting, astonishing and compelling as well. I hope you will agree that these nine true stories from World War II prove the point.

They feature soldiers, sailors, airmen and civilians from both sides but what links them is that they all record acts of incredible daring, resolve, bravery and compassion. The stories have been compiled from lots of different sources, including previously published accounts, letters and diaries. I spent many fascinating days in museum and library archives, talking to historians and receiving kind assistance from experts and relatives.

I hope you find reading the stories as interesting and inspiring as I found researching and writing them.
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