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[image: images]0  Watch out for the Sign of the Foot! Whenever you see this sign in the book it means there are some more details at the FOOT of the page. Like here.
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SUN, SAND AND STATUES

PASS THE SUNTAN LOTION

Ah! The sun, the sand, the beautiful Mediterranean Sea! Hot in summer, not too cold in winter - the perfect place for a holiday!
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COLOSSAL OR WHAT!

The Ancient Greeks were brilliantly brainy (well, some of them) and awesomely artistic (well, several of them). They built five of the seven wonders of the Ancient World [image: images]2. Of all these wonders [image: images]3 the most awesome of all was the Colossus of Rhodes, a vast statue to Helios, the god of the Sun, which stood at the entrance to Rhodes harbour.
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A PLACE BY THE POND
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The Greeks lived in small city-states, called polis, which is where words like ‘police’ and ‘politics’ come from. Each polis was a teeny, tiny country with its own government and laws. Because of war, quarrels or overpopulation at home, or just for adventure, these midget states often started new cities called colonies far from home. Because the colonists travelled in ships new colonies were usually set up near to the sea. In this way the Greeks spread around the Mediterranean.


 

The little city-states often fought each other in little midget wars [image: images]5, but being Greek was a bit like being part of one large family. All Greeks spoke the same language and had the same religion, and they called everyone else ‘barbarians’ (because they joked that foreign languages sounded like ‘bar-bar’). The Ancient Greeks thought they were special compared to barbarians and, annoyingly for the barbarians, in some ways they were!

TIME sLIME - TIME TO DRAIN YOUR BRAIN FOR A MINUTE

Ancient Greece happened a very, very long time ago. The years have oozed away. There are so many of them it gets confusing and our system of dating doesn’t make things easier …

 

All years are dated before or after the supposed date of the birth of Christ, which happened during the time of the Roman Empire - after the Ancient Greeks had had their day. Years after the birth of Christ are called ‘AD’ which stands for the Latin anno Domini, meaning ‘in the year of our Lord’. The AD years follow each other in a sensible fashion, thus AD 1999 comes after AD 1998 and so on.

 

Years before the birth of Christ are called ‘BC’ which stands for ‘before Christ’. So the eighth century BC (800-700) is longer ago than the third century BC (300- 200) and Alexander the Great for instance lived from 356-323 BC, which doesn’t mean he lived backwards. In fact ‘BC’ ought to be called ‘BTF’ - ‘Back To Front’!

[image: images]

THERE’s NO ESCAPE!

You may think that the Ancient Greeks are all over and done with. That they lived in the dim and distant past and that there’s nothing left of them but a few crumbling temples and the odd statue or two.

 

How wrong you are. The Ancient Greeks are everywhere!
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	They’re in the language you speak: in Hundreds of words such as ‘dinosaur’ which means ‘terrible lizard’, or ‘telephone’ which comes from the Greek word tele meaning ‘far’ and phone meaning ‘voice’.
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	They’re in the letters of our alphabet, which comes from the Greeks.
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	There’s a bit of them in most buildings and a lot of paintings - the style of the Greeks is everywhere.
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	Most of all they’re in your brain! - if you believe that you have the right to think for yourself. It was the Ancient Greeks more than any other people who introduced science, democracy and freedom of speech.







 

Which is not to say that they were a bunch of freedom-loving artists who liked reading and writing. Before they got interested in freedom, they were a lot more interested in fighting …
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[image: images]1  It was a famous Greek called Plato who said that his people lived round the Mediterranean ‘like frogs round a pond’. More on him later.

[image: images]2  Ancient World normally means the world before the fall of the Roman Empire around AD 400.

[image: images]3  The Colossus of Rhodes, the Mausoleum at Harlicarnasus in modern Turkey, the Temple of Artemis at Ephesus in modern Turkey, the Statue of Zeus at Olympus in Greece and the Pharos lighthouse at Alexandria in Egypt. The two non-Greek wonders were the Pyramids and the Hanging Gardens of Babylon.

[image: images]4  The broken pieces were finally sold to a Jewish scrap metal dealer in AD 656.

[image: images]5  Some of their wars weren’t so midget. More on that later.
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