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[image: images]0 Watch out for the Sign of the Foot! Whenever you see this sign in the book it means there are some more details at the FOOT of the page. Like here.


[image: images]0 Keep your eyes open for the Blood-splat Spot! When the blood-splat splats beside a name this means there are more details in the Villainous Vikings Hall of Fame here.
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THEY CAME, THEY SAW, THEY TOOK
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It’s early morning on the 8th June AD 793. a tired grumpy monk wipes his bleary eyes - never a decent night’s sleep when you have to go to church in the middle of every night. [image: images]1 And this year his sleep has been ruined by freak whirlwinds and extra powerful lightning.

There has even been talk of dragons flying in the air, although he hasn’t seen any.

 

And now it’s time for church again.

 

He glances out of the narrow window of his tiny cell. The sea looks grey and wild beneath a stormy sky. His monastery is Saint Aidan’s of Lindisfarne, a small  island known as Holy Island, off the coast of Northumberland. all traffic between the monastery and the mainland is by a four-kilometre causeway which is underwater at high tide.

[image: images]

 

Lindisfarne is not an easy place to run away from.

 

Gazing wistfully out to sea, he sees some small dark specks bobbing far out on the water. Surely they can’t be ships, there are too many of them? He looks more carefully; they’re ships all right, and an unusual shape. They curve upwards at the ends and look like dragons’ heads. He blinks. Oh no, now he’s seeing dragons too - that’s what lack of sleep can do to you.

[image: images]



That’s almost the only warning that Western Europe got of the Vikings. They appeared out of the blue and fell on Lindisfarne on that June day in AD 793 like a pack of blood-crazed hyenas. Here’s how the attack was described by another monk, called Simeon, who lived in Durham three hundred years later:



[image: images]


..the heathens [image: images]2 from the northern regions came with a fleet of ships to Britain. They came to the church of Lindisfarne, laid everything waste with grievous plundering, trampled the holy places with polluted steps, dug up the altars and seized all the treasures of the holy church. They killed some of the monks, took some away with them in fetters, many they drove out naked and loaded with insults, some they drowned in the sea. 



Lindisfarne was the beginning of some of the bloodiest years in European history. Vikings found out that attacking monasteries was like ram-raiding without the risks. There was lots of treasure in monasteries and the monks weren’t used to defending themselves.

 

But Vikings didn’t stop at monasteries. The attack on Lindisfarne was the start of a reign of terror that went on for the next two hundred years …

[image: images]



[image: images]1 Monks had to go to church every three hours every day of the year. The names of the church services were: Matins, Laud, Prime, Terce, Sext, None, Vespers and Compline.

[image: images]2 Heathen meant people who weren’t Christian, Jewish or Muslim. It comes from ‘heath-dwellers’ or wild people who lived on the heath.
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