
[image: cover]


[image: images]

www.waylandbooks.co.uk



CONTENTS

BEFORE IT BEGINS[image: images]

ALL’S QUIET

PARADISE LOST

THE WORLD BEFORE THE WAR

UNDER STARTER’S ORDERS

HOW IT BEGAN

IT’LL BE OVER BY CHRISTMAS

WAR FEVER

IT’S A LONG, LONG WAY

LET BATTLE COMMENCE

LIFE IN MUD

TRENCH TROUBLES

CATASTROPHE

AS BAD AS IT GETS

IN THE AIR

BIPLANES AND AIRSHIPS


BENEATH THE WAVES

BILGE RATS AND KIPPERS

HOME AT LAST

BACK IN BRITAIN

WHAT WOMEN DID

WE’RE RIGHT BEHIND YOU!

BREAK-THROUGH!

THE END IS NIGH

WHAT WAS THE POINT?

LOOKING BACK



MEANWHILE, ELSEWHERE …

ANSWERS TO QUIZ QUESTIONS

INDEX

ABOUT THE AUTHOR



IF YOU LIKED THIS, YOU’LL LOVE…




[image: images] Watch out for the Sign of the Foot! Whenever you see this sign in the book it means there are some more details at the FOOT of the page. Like here.



[image: images]

ALL’S QUIET


Once  upon a time there was a mighty continent. Its name was Europe and the year was 1914. It was at peace:
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Farmers were free to till the land.
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There was work in the factories.
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The rich lived comfortably.
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Artists painted and musicians played beautiful music.
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	Scientists discovered new wonders.








Then something horrible happened …

WAR!

The  mighty continent was torn apart by a terrible war. The most terrible war there had ever been - over nine million soldiers died. Before the war these same soldiers had been the farmers, the workers, the scientists and the musicians who had lived peacefully in the mighty continent. After it was over, their bodies, if laid head to toe, would have stretched for 15,084 kilometres (9,375 miles) – nearly  half way around the world. A generation of young men was slaughtered.
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This terrible war was called the Great War because there’d never been another war like it. Later, after a second terrible war twenty-one years later, the Great War became known as World War I and the new war was called World War II.

WHO, WHEN, WHERE - AND WHY?

WHO:

The war was fought between two groups of countries. On one side were the Allies [image: images]1, including Britain, France and Russia, and on the other side were the Central Powers, including Germany, the Austro-Hungarian Empire and Turkey. Towards the end of the war the USA joined the Allies.

 

The Allies won and the Central Powers lost.
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WHEN:

World War I started in the summer of 1914 and finished in November 1918. It had four stages:

 

1  1914 ‘It’ll be over by Christmas’. At this stage most people thought it would be a short war.

2  1915 ‘Stuck in the mud’. Nobody won and nobody lost. Armies got bogged down where they were.


3  1916-17 ‘Slaughter’. Generals  spent the lives of their men by the million trying to clamber out of the mud.

4  1917-18 ‘The end game’. Russia stopped fighting due to a revolution, the USA joined in and tanks were used in battle. The Central Powers crumbled.

WHERE:

Most of the fighting was in Europe, along a line from the English Channel to Switzerland, also in eastern Europe. There was some fighting in the Middle East and Africa as well.
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WHY:

In 1914 the rulers of Germany told themselves that Germany was in danger of attack by her neighbours. So they decided to attack first.

 

Their plan was to win a quick war against France in the west, followed by another quick war against Russia in the east. They  seized an excuse and started fighting.

 

The Germans took a huge risk and it went horribly wrong. The quick war turned into a long slogging match against a more powerful enemy, which, if the truth be told, the Germans never really had much chance of winning.

 

As they were about to find out …
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[image: images]1 If two or more countries agree to fight together in time of war they are called allies.
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