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      Emma Donoghue is an Irish novelist, playwright and historian who lives in Canada. Her books include The Woman Who Gave Birth to Rabbits, Slammerkin and Life Mask. Emma Donoghue’s most recent novel is the critically acclaimed bestseller Room, which was shortlisted for the 2010 Man Booker Prize.
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      Life Mask is dedicated with gratitude 
to my three best teachers 
of writing and theatre: 
Arthur Alexander, 
Joan Winston 
and Betty Ann Norton.

   
      
      How tired I am of keeping 
a mask on my countenance. 
How tight it sticks – it makes me sore. 
There’s metaphor for you.

      
      William Beckford 
LISBON DIARY, 27 MAY 1787
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