
      
      
         [image: Cover Image]

      
   

      
      
      Sharps

      
      “Do you like fencing?”

      
      “Yes, actually. At least, I like it when I win. How about you?”

      
      He frowned. It wasn’t a question he’d ever been asked, or expected ever to have to answer. It was a bit like Do you enjoy breathing? “Yes,” he replied, surprising himself slightly. “I enjoy it the same way I like chess.”
      

      
      “You like winning.”

      
      He shook his head very slightly. “When you’re fencing, you’ve got to concentrate, you can’t let yourself think about anything
         else. You’ve got to be alone in your mind. I think that’s what I like about it.”
      

      
      She frowned, as though she hadn’t entirely understood him but was nevertheless intrigued by what he’d said. He felt strangely
         pleased by that. “Me too,” she said. “Also, I like being able to jab at people as hard as possible and not get into trouble
         for it later.”
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