
      
      
         [image: Cover Image]

      
   

      
      
 
      
      Kate Ellis was born and brought up in Liverpool and studied drama in Manchester. She has worked in teaching, marketing and
         accountancy and first enjoyed literary success as a winner of the North West Playwrights competition. Keenly interested in
         medieval history and archaeology, Kate lives in North Cheshire with her husband, Roger, and their two sons. The Marriage Hearse is her tenth Wesley Peterson crime novel.
      

      
      Kate Ellis has been twice nominated for the CWA Short Story Dagger, and her novel The Plague Maiden, was nominated for the Theakston’s Old Peculier Crime Novel of the Year in 2005.
      

   




       
      
      Also by Kate Ellis

      
      The Merchant’s House

      
      The Armada Boy

      
      An Unhallowed Grave

      
      The Funeral Boat

      
      The Bone Garden

      
      A Painted Doom

      
      The Skeleton Room

      
      The Plague Maiden

      
      A Cursed Inheritance

      
      For more information regarding Kate Ellis
log on to Kate’s website: www.kateellis.co.uk

   





COPYRIGHT

Published by Hachette Digital

978-0-748-12667-5

All characters and events in this publication, other than those clearly in the public
domain, are fictitious and any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely
coincidental.

Copyright © 2006 Kate Ellis

The moral right of the author has been asserted

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the prior
permission in writing of the publisher.

Hachette Digital
Little, Brown Book Group
100 Victoria Embankment
London, EC4Y 0DY

www.hachette.co.uk







      
      Contents

      Copyright

      About the Author

      
      Also by Kate Ellis

      
      Introduction

      
      Chapter 1

      
      Chapter 2

      
      Chapter 3

      
      Chapter 4

      
      Chapter 5

      
      Chapter 6

      
      Chapter 7

      
      Chapter 8

      
      Chapter 9

      
      Chapter 10

      
      Chapter 11

      
      Chapter 12

      
      Chapter 13

      
      Chapter 14

      
      Chapter 15

      
   




      
      
 
      
      The young woman was virtually naked, her modesty only partially redeemed by a white lace bra and a frilly blue garter that
         dug into the pale flesh of her right thigh. Something old, something new, something borrowed, something blue.
      

      
      A pair of pants, snowy lace to match the bra, lay in a small, frothy heap on the pink carpet beside the bed where the woman
         lay, quite still, her legs apart, one clenched hand half concealing the small triangle of dark hair between her legs.
      

      
      But there was no hint of invitation in the wide blue eyes that bulged in pain and astonishment from her twisted face. Her
         small, pink tongue protruded from her blue-tinged lips. She had been attractive once, perhaps on the verge of beautiful. But
         death changes everything.
      

      
      A dark figure leaned over her and began to wind the flex from the bedside lamp around her pale neck, carefully, almost lovingly.
         Once the flex had been pulled tight enough to mark the tender flesh, the figure brushed a hand against the still-warm cheek
         and planted a chaste kiss on her forehead.
      

      
      ‘I’m sorry,’ a voice whispered, breaking the heavy silence of the small, neat bedroom. ‘I’m so sorry.’
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