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David Sedaris is the author of the books Barrel Fever, Naked, Me Talk Pretty One Day and Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim and is a regular contributor to Public Radio International’s This American Life and BBC Radio 4.




Praise for Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim

‘A joy. Whether it is the sister who talks in code because she is convinced that all telephones are bugged, or the one who goes through the rubbish bins at dead of night, or his father, who was “aggressive in small ways”, Sedaris makes them all ridiculously funny, while still sounding as if he loves them . . . a marvellous piece of comic writing. And who could resist a piece that begins “I was on the front porch, drowning a mouse in a bucket” ’ Sunday Times

‘Take pity on Sedaris’s family. Willingly or not, they offer the bulk of the material for the wry and extremely funny memoir-cummusings that have made him the wackier, wise-cracking, gay younger brother of Garrison Keillor or Bill Bryson. He’s best when giving free rein to the absurd . . . he’s always excellent company - bitchily honest, chatty and fun’ Independent

‘He has taken out some walls in his head, rearranged his mental furniture, and thrown open the property to the public as the house of mirth . . . Did I also say that it’s roll-on-the-floor funny?’  The Times

‘Sedaris is a man of many surprises, with an unusual and inspiring store cupboard of stories and anecdotes that range from his childhood misdemeanours to his job as a cleaner. This latest book is a master piece . . . Not only does he possess a cracking sense of humour and literary style, but he excels as the butt of his own jokes. This is a man who could capture your heart and lift your spirits while reading out the ingredients of a rice cake’ Observer  ‘A first-class comic, up there with Thurber and Leacock. I suppose it’s a sort of rueful exaggeration — plus his throwaway style - that’s the secret. Anyway, it works’ Sunday Telegraph

‘Some of the most uproariously acerbic self-analyses you will ever read . . . as funny as ever, but there’s also a new note, a touching, even moving element, which takes it beyond comedy into a wry and revealing personal history. It’s his best, funniest, most satisfying book’ Time Out

‘Mr Sedaris is one of the funniest writers alive . . . Sedaris’s humour is dry, witty and consistently successful. Predictable and obvious it is not’ The Economist

‘David Sedaris spins both banalities (children playing in snow) and bizarreties (an erotic vacuuming service) into perfectly tuned comic essays’ Daily Telegraph

‘A charming, humorous book . . . These are scenes of family life at its best, written with clarity but also with great affection, through which the character of the author emerges, watchful, self-mocking and full of understanding’ TLS

‘If you need a tonic, an utterly absorbing and funny read where characters are just that little bit more oddball than necessary, then Sedaris’s strange tales of trying to come out as a gay teenager amid crazy parents, dysfunctional neighbours and sinister friends, should be just the thing. It is rare that a book causes the reader to laugh out loud, but Sedaris manages it in nearly every chapter’  Herald (Scotland)

‘American humorist Sedaris makes me laugh as much as any writer living today . . . No one renders the pathos, chaos, and impossible variety of daily encounters like Sedaris, who can be brutally honest, hilarious and affectionate about any subject’  Belfast Telegraph

‘For many writers such self-absorption produces the literary equivalent of bellybutton fluff. Sedaris is a rare exception, and seems to extricate small nuggets of comedy gold from that part of his anatomy . . . This is one book that cannot fail to hit that elusive spot which provokes uncontrolled laughter’ The List

‘This wonderful writer’s tales of family life, growing up and observations on stranger aspects of modern life have a dream-like quality. Laconic, heart-warming and extremely funny’ Daily Express

‘Fans of American humorist David Sedaris won’t be disappointed by his excellent new book . . . his witty deadpan style makes each essay a joy. Whether writing about the horrible child next door whose obnoxiousness eventually forces him to move apartment, or telling of his family’s thwarted plans to buy a beach house, Sedaris is always smart, hilarious and strangely touching’ Image

‘Literary tongues are wagging in anticipation of David Sedaris’s new book . . . His skewed viewpoints of life are hilariously offbeat, and his commentaries on New Yorkers, Southerners or any other ethnic or regional folk are side-splittingly accurate’ Gay Times

‘[Sedaris] is a sharp, acid-tongued observer of the foibles of human nature, and with this latest collection of short essays, he delves into the seemingly mundane corners of everyday life and comes up with comic gold’ Irish Evening Herald

‘While other comic writers punt toward the punchline like a dog chasing a ball, he glides through stories from his Greek-American North Carolina upbringing and recent spell in Paris with the grace and poignancy of a metropolitan Garrison Keillor, or Raymond Carver with jokes . . . Funny is one thing but Sedaris is now just as adept at sad, and the messy, melancholy hinterland between the two’ Word
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