
      
      
         [image: Cover Image]

      
   
      
      
      

      
      Also by Nigel Cawthorne
      

      
      The Strange Laws of Old England

      
      The Curious Cures of Old England

      
      The Sex Secrets of Old England

      
   
COPYRIGHT


Published by Hachette Digital


ISBN: 978-0-7481-2061-1

Copyright © 2011 by Nigel Cawthorne


All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the prior permission in writing of the publisher.


Hachette Digital

Little, Brown Book Group

100 Victoria Embankment

London, EC4Y 0DY

www.hachette.co.uk




















      
      Contents

      
      [image: image]

      
      Also by Nigel Cawthorne

      
      Copyright

      
      Introduction

      
      Chapter One – Ill-Advised Actions

      
      Chapter Two – Ludicrous Leaders

      
      Chapter Three – Misguided Manoeuvres

      
      Chapter Four – Underestimating the Enemy

      
      Chapter Five – Crazy Campaigns

      
      Chapter Six – Fearless Foes

      
      Chapter Seven – Misguided Gallantry

      
      Chapter Eight – Ridiculous Retreats

      
      Chapter Nine – Naval Nonsense

      
      Chapter Ten – Aerial Engagements

      
      Chapter Eleven – Uniformed Failures

      
      Chapter Twelve – Suspect Supplies

      
      About the Author

      
   
      
      
      Introduction

      
      [image: image]APOLOGISE. THIS BOOK IS FULL of killing and death. But you knew that, didn’t you? The title is Beastly Battles of Old England. It is a sister volume to Strange Laws of Old England and Curious Cures of Old England. They, too, contain a certain amount of killing – through both judicial and medical malpractice. The other book in the series
         is Sex Secrets of Old England. Not much killing there, hopefully. These books are supposed to be light and humorous. That means, of course, most of the
         humour in this volume is necessarily the darkest shade of black, if you will excuse the tautology – or is it an oxymoron?
         I can’t decide.
      

      
      Throughout history the English have been a warlike lot, so there have been plenty of battles. Often we fight among ourselves.
         There have been a good few civil wars. When we were not slaughtering each other, we practised on our neighbours – the Scots,
         the Irish, the Welsh, the Vikings, the French. And, when that got too easy, we set off around the world to find other people
         to fight. This was usually done with a hubris that invited some ludicrous pratfall. But the occasional victory led to one small nation establishing the
         greatest empire the world has ever seen. How absurd was that?

      
      [image: image]

      
      Of course, battles, by their very nature, are beastly. People get killed, after all. But the English went into these conflicts,
         our enemies noted, as if they were playing some sort of sport. At the Battle of Tanga in East Africa in 1914, a victorious
         German said, ‘You English are really quite incomprehensible. You regard war as a game.’
      

      
      Even the Duke of Wellington noted, ‘The Battle of Waterloo was won on the playing fields of Eton.’

      
      What was particularly beastly about the Battle of Waterloo – apart from the fifty thousand casualties – was that it was a
         grudge match. While Napoleon had been in exile on Elba, Monsieur le Duc had been searching Paris for Boney’s mistresses and sleeping with them.
      

      
      British battles have also provided some wonderful moments of sangfroid. At the Battle of Waterloo in 1815, one of the last cannon shots of the day hit Lord Uxbridge. ‘By God, sir, I’ve lost my leg,’ he exclaimed. Wellington looked down and replied, ‘By God, sir, so you have.’
      

      
      More beastliness occurred after the battle. Teeth were harvested from the corpses left on the battlefield. These were used
         to make dentures and as transplants that were known as ‘Waterloo teeth’.
      

      
      Even the most dire defeat can produce odd ironies. Watching the Charge of the Light Brigade during the Crimean war, the French
         observer General Bosquet said famously, ‘C’est magnifique, mais ce n’est pas la guerre’ – ‘It is magnificent, but it is not war.’ The English have always patted themselves on the back, assuming this was a compliment
         to their gallantry. However, what Bosquet really said was: ‘C’est magnifique, mais ce n’est pas la guerre. C’est de la folie’ – adding ‘It is madness’ to show what he really thought. The English, it seems, could not take war seriously.
      

      
      [image: image]

      
      We British love a good war. In all the years that I have been alive, the British Army has always been in action somewhere
         around the world. Not that there is anything funny about young men and women fighting and dying. But, traditionally, the troops
         have used gallows humour to keep themselves going. And nothing changes. Throughout British history there have been a large
         number of expeditions that should never have been undertaken. They were doomed from the start, but went ahead out of ambition
         or ineptitude. After all, God is an Englishman. What could go wrong? Well, just about everything. Even our first invasion of
         Afghanistan was a disaster. The second and third weren’t much better. Some people never learn – though, I suppose, the military
         thinking is, we are bound to get it right sooner or later.
      

      
      As a result, Beastly Battles of Old England is a cabinet of curiosities, a cornucopia of insufferable arrogance, reckless gallantry, stunning stupidity, massive misjudgements
         and general beastliness. Enjoy.
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