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      Author’s Note

      This is a work of fiction. Fiction-writers need freedom of movement. However as always I have tried to recount actual operational
         events with due reference to known facts. Much has been written about the Dam Busters raid of May 1943, some with meticulous
         attention to accuracy, some less so, some like Paul Brickhill’s seminal masterwork The Dam Busters (Pan Books 1954) hampered by the unavailability of secret information. Unsurprisingly, factual contradictions arise among
         sources, such that treading the right line can become a matter of guesswork tempered by instinct. For serious Operation Chastise students I recommend the following excellent works: The Men Who Breached the Dams by Alan W. Cooper (William Kimber 1982), Dambusters – The Definitive History of 617 Squadron at War 1943–1945 by Chris Ward, Andy Lee and Andreas Wachtel (Red Kite 2003), and the superb The Dambusters Raid by John Sweetman (Jane’s Publishing 1982).
      

      R. R., Suffolk, England

   
      
      Foreword

      Memorandum to: Sir Charles Portal, Marshal of the Royal Air Force. From: Air Marshal Arthur Harris, Air Officer Commander-in-Chief,
            RAF Bomber Command. Date: 18/2/43. Subject: Air Attack on Dams Proposal – 28/1/43.

      Charles. This is tripe of the wildest description. There are so many ifs and buts there is not the smallest chance of its
            working. Unless the thing were perfectly balanced about its axis, the vibration caused by rotating some 12,000 lbs of material
            at 500 rpm will either wreck the aircraft, tear the bomb loose or both. Nor do I believe a word of its supposed ballistics
            on the surface. Please, at all costs, stop them from putting aside Lancasters on this wild goose chase. The war will be over
            before it works – and it never will.

      PS. I need hardly add that we have made attempt after attempt to pull off successful low-level attacks using heavy bombers.
            They have been almost without exception costly failures.
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