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      Introduction

      
      
      I was so proud to join the famous Black Watch as a teenager during the Second World War. The regiment formed part of the 51st
         Highland Division – almost an army within the British Army – which drew on the Scottish warrior tradition to forge a highly
         effective fighting force. Scotland’s proudest and most ancient regiments, reinforced by tens of thousands of English soldiers,
         banded together to avenge the destruction of the Scottish forces at St Valéry in 1940. Over the next five years, the Jocks
         followed the skirl of the bagpipes into some of the most famous battles of the war. Thousands gave their lives in North Africa,
         Sicily, Normandy, Belgium, Holland and Germany. We were a true band of brothers who were not immune to fear and suffering,
         but who found courage and fierce loyalty as members of the ‘Fighting 51st’.
      

      
      The Black Watch is Scotland’s most senior regiment, and it struck fear into the hearts of the enemy during the trench warfare
         of 1914–18. German soldiers dubbed the kilted Highlanders ‘devils in skirts’ and rated the regiment the ‘most feared’. When
         my turn came to serve my country, I was honoured to follow in that tradition. I quickly learned the awful realities of war
         in the Battle of Normandy, but my admiration for the officers and men of the Highland Division only grew during that baptism of fire.
      

      
      Black Watch tells the story not only of my regiment but of all the Highlanders who landed on D-Day to retake St Valéry, liberate Holland,
         fight in the Ardennes and invade Germany. These achievements are now part of Scottish folklore, celebrated in music, song
         and poetry. In recent years, it has been my privilege to help organise veterans’ reunions and pilgrimages to the towns that
         we liberated in Holland, where we always receive fantastic and emotional welcomes. We have also raised monuments to the men
         of the Highland Division in both Scotland and Holland.
      

      
      I am grateful to all those veterans of the division who have allowed me to use their memories in this book, and to the families
         of those who are no longer with us. I and many others have striven to keep alive the memory of those who made the ultimate
         sacrifice, and I hope that this book will be part of that process of commemoration.
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