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      For my parents.
 Blood will out.
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      ‘Rubbish, Watson, rubbish! What have we to do with walking corpses who can only be held in their grave by stakes driven through
         their hearts? It’s pure lunacy.’
      

      Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, The Adventure of the Sussex Vampire.
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      ‘The blood is the life.’

      Bram Stoker, Dracula.
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      London,
 15 December, 1897.
      

      To those whom it concerns—

      If you are reading this letter, then you will no doubt suspect the danger you are in. The lawyers you have approached are
         under instructions to deliver to you a body of papers. The story they reveal is a terrible one. Indeed, only recently did
         I understand its full extent when a copy of Moorfield’s book was sent to me from Calcutta, together with a bundle of letters
         and journals. Start with Moorfield’s book, at the chapter titled ‘A Perilous Mission’ – I have left three letters where I
         found them within the pages of the book. Otherwise the papers are arranged by myself. Read them in the order in which they
         have been placed.
      

      My poor friend. Whoever you may be, whenever you may read this – do not doubt, please, that what is recorded did occur.

      May God’s hand protect you.

      Yours in grief and hope,

      ABRAHAM STOKER.
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