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      Eighteen eyes were looking at him, with a who’s-been-sleeping-in-my-bed expression that he found impossible to forgive. For the first time in his wasp-not-swatting, spider-catching-in matchboxes-and-carefully-putting-outside life, he urgently wanted to kill a living creature. The fact that it was a minimum of twenty feet long, nine-headed and blatantly supernatural somehow didn’t seem relevant. Either it goes, said a voice inside him, or I do, and I’m not particularly bothered which.

      At such times, ignorance can be your friend. Experienced professional dragonslayers – one immediately thinks of Ricky Wurmtoter, former head of pest control at J.W. Wells, or the legendary Kurt Lundqvist, thanks to whose efforts Seattle is now 77 per cent dragon-free – know the risks, the moves and the distressingly unfavourable chances of survival. Accordingly, they duck, weave, shuffle their feet, wait for an opening, feint, drop into an extended high guard, trip over something and get torched or eaten. Maurice, who had no idea what he was doing, neatly avoided all these pitfalls. He marched up to the dragon, yelled “Bastard!” at it at the top of his voice, and swung wildly with the breadknife.

    

  
    
      
        
          
            
              
              BY TOM HOLT
            

          

        

      

      Expecting Someone Taller

      Who’s Afraid of Beowulf?

      Flying Dutch

      Ye Gods!

      Overtime

      Here Comes the Sun

      Grailblazers

      Faust Among Equals

      Odds and Gods

      Djinn Rummy

      My Hero

      Paint Your Dragon

      Open Sesame

      Wish You Were Here

      Only Human

      Snow White and the Seven Samurai

      Valhalla

      Nothing But Blue Skies

      Falling Sideways

      Little People

      The Portable Door

      In Your Dreams

      Earth, Air, Fire and Custard

      You Don’t Have to be Evil to Work Here, But It Helps

      Someone Like Me

      Barking

      The Better Mousetrap

      May Contain Traces of Magic

      Blonde Bombshell

      Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Sausages

      Doughnut

      When It’s A Jar

       

      Dead Funny: Omnibus 1

      Mightier Than the Sword: Omnibus 2

      The Divine Comedies: Omnibus 3

      For Two Nights Only: Omnibus 4

      Tall Stories: Omnibus 5

      Saints and Sinners: Omnibus 6

      Fishy Wishes: Omnibus 7

       

      The Walled Orchard

      Alexander at the World’s End

      Olympiad

      A Song for Nero

      Meadowland

       

      I, Margaret

       

      Lucia Triumphant

      Lucia in Wartime

    

  
    
      
        
          
            
              
              COPYRIGHT

            

          

           

          Published by Orbit

           

          
            978-0-7481-1372-9

          

          
            
              
               

              All characters and events in this publication, other than those clearly in the public domain, are fictitious and any resemblance to real persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.

            

          

          
            
              
               

              Copyright © 2013 by One Reluctant Lemming Company Ltd

            

          

          
            
              
               

              The moral right of the author has been asserted.

            

          

          
            
              
               

              Excerpt from Bedlam by Christopher Brookmyre

            

          

          
            
              
              Copyright © 2013 by Christopher Brookmyre

            

          

          
            
              
               

              All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, without the prior permission in writing of the publisher.

            

          

          
            
              
               

              The publisher is not responsible for websites (or their content) that are not owned by the publisher.

            

          

           

          
            ORBIT
          

          Little, Brown Book Group 

          100 Victoria Embankment 

          London, EC4Y 0DY

           

          
            
              www.littlebrown.co.uk
            
          

          
            
              www.hachette.co.uk
            
          

        

      

    

  
    When It’s A Jar

    
      
        Table of Contents
      

      
        	
          
            
             
          
        

        	
          
            
            By Tom Holt
          
        

        	
          
            COPYRIGHT
          
        

        	
          
            
            Dedication
          
        

        	
          
            
            PART ONE:  When Is A Door —
          
        

        	
          
            
            PART TWO:  Not a Door.
          
          
            	
              
                
                extras
              
            

            	
              
                
                about the author
              
            

            	
              
                
                if you enjoyed 
              
            

          

        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          

        

      

      For Jacob Edwards 

      Who, in spite of being upside down, continues to inspire me 
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