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Life always comes to an end. 
There is no need to be oppressed. 
If submission is the condition of my life, 
I have no need of this life 
In slavery. 
It can rain showers of gold 
And I’ll say to the sky 
There is no need of this rain.



 
This book talks of past and recent events in the life of my family in Afghanistan, my country.

I hope it will serve as a key for other women, those whose speech has been padlocked and who have buried their testimony in their hearts or their memories.

I dedicate this book to all those Afghani girls and women who have kept their dignity until their last breath; to those women who have been deprived of their rights in their country, and who live in obscurity, despite the fact that we are in the twenty-first century; to all those executed in public, without trial and without pity, and under the eyes of their children and loved ones.

I dedicate it, also, to my mother who helped me at each step of the way by giving me lessons in freedom and resistance.
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A Brief Chronology

1747 Creation of the Afghan state.

1919 Third Anglo-Afghan war secures Independence of Afghanistan.

1921 The Treaty of Kabul puts an end to British and Russian claims on Afghanistan.

1933-73 Reign of King Mohammed Zaher Shah.

1959 Wearing of the veil becomes optional.

1964 Women are given the right to vote.

1965 First Parliamentary elections.

1973 The monarchy is overthrown by Mohammed Daoud who institutes the First Republic of Afghanistan of which he becomes President.

April 1978 A coup d’état puts into place the Second Republic which is Communist. Noor Mohammed Taraki is the president and Hafizullah Amin the prime minister. The reforms imposed on Afghan Society, which has remained largely traditional until this point, bring popular uprisings in their wake, many of these Islamic and tribal in origin and destabilise the regime.

December 1979 Soviet Military Intervention. The Mujahidin Resistance engages in a guerilla war against the Soviet  Army and the Afghan Army under its control. This lasts for ten years.

1979-86 Presidency of Babrak Karmal.

1986-92 Presidency of Dr Najibullah.

April 1988 Signature of the Geneva Accords under the aegis of the United Nations, by the Kabul Government, the Soviet Union, Pakistan and the United States, which put a timetable to the retreat of the Soviet Army.

February 1989 End of the evacuation of Soviet troops. Beginning of the civil war between Mujahidin of different ethnic groups, notably the Tajik, Ahmed Shah Massoud, and the Pashtun, Gulbuddin Hekmatyar.

March 1992 The troops of Commander Massoud take over the northern provinces.

April 1992 Massoud’s Mujahidin take over Kabul. The Islamic State of Afghanistan is proclaimed. Sebghatullah Modjaddedi becomes president for two months and is then replaced by Burhanuddin Rabbani in June. Civil War begins again between the forces of Commander Massoud and extremist Islamist fighters supported by Pakistan. These ‘Taliban’ win their first victory in the south when they take over Kandahar in 1994.

1994 Rise of the Taliban, with Pakistani and Saudi support.

September 1995 The Taliban take Herat.

September 1996 The Taliban take Jalalabad and Kabul.

1997-8 The Taliban advance into the north. Several times they take and lose the city of Mazar-e-Sharif. Their victory is effective in August 1998. Commander Massoud withdraws to the Valley of Panshir and is the sole active opponent of the Taliban Regime.

9 September 2001 Ahmed Shah Massoud is the victim of an assassination attempt. On 13 September his death is officially announced.

11 September 2001 Islamist forces, with Afghan backing, attack New York and Washington.

7 October 2001 Beginning of American and Allied military attacks on Afghanistan.
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