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Karen Comer is a freelance editor and presents writing workshops to children and adults. Earlier in her career, she worked in educational publishing and was the editor for children’s art magazine BIG. She lives in Melbourne. Karen’s debut novel, Grace Notes, published in 2023, was awarded the 2024 CBCA Book of the Year for Older Readers, was shortlisted for the Ethel Turner Prize for Young People’s Literature, shortlisted for the 2024 UTS Glenda Adams Award for New Writing and was shortlisted for the 2024 Prime Minister’s Literary Award for Young Adult Literature.




Praise for Karen Comer’s award-winning
 debut Grace Notes

‘Perfect for any young reader who’s ever felt left on the outside’

BOOKS AND PUBLISHING

‘A classic in the making’

DANIELLE BINKS

‘Heart and soul triumph over Covid lockdowns and restrictions … Karen has used the verse novel to beguile, dance and demand layers of emotion and depth that only poetry can sustain. A masterful debut!’

LORRAINE MARWOOD

‘Poetry, music and art, woven together in an uplifting story about endless lockdowns and first love’

NOVA WEETMAN

‘Like the grace note of the title, this beautiful story strikes the perfect tone, mixing colour, light and music at a time when we needed it most’

NICOLE HAYES

‘A Romeo & Juliet tale of the modern era … Grace Notes [is] a compelling rallying cry for the pursuit of passion, of perseverance in the face of adversity, and the essential work of artists’

SYDNEY ARTS GUIDE
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In memory of my knitting nanas,
 Wyn and Pat,
 who inspired me with their textile skill

For Terri, my mum,
 who gave me a love of literature
 and libraries

For Claire, my sister,
 who is equal parts
 strength and care

For Annalise,
 who is the fairytale daughter
 of my heart
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to comprehending the fullness of life.

Attributed to Carl Jung
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