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At school, Mick Elliott got into HEAPS of trouble for drawing disgusting pictures in class. Now he gets to write and draw hilarious stories as a real job (which makes up for the fact that he’s all old and wrinkly).

For most of his grown-up life, Mick worked as a TV producer at Nickelodeon, creating hit shows like Slime Cup, Camp Orange, SlimeFest and the Kids’ Choice Awards.

His first book series, The Turners, was nominated for an Aurealis Award and features on the Premier’s Reading Challenge.

Mick loves visiting schools to talk about creative writing, illustrating and what to do when you accidentally fart in class.
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The first time I saw Squidge Dibley, his face was squashed against the classroom window.
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It’s a third-storey window.

Squidge popped up like a piece of toast from a toaster, as if this was a totally normal thing to happen on a random Wednesday morning at Craglands South Primary School.

He blinked at me. I blinked back at him. Suddenly I understood what our class fish, Bubble O’Gill, must feel like when we stare into his fish bowl.
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In that moment, I had a preview of the full-scale weirdness that was about to come. I’m talking EPIC, EXPLOSIVE, INEXPLICABLE WEIRDNESS that would change our lives forever.
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I didn’t know it was Squidge Dibley then. All I knew was that it was impossible for anyone’s head to be at that window unless they were standing on a ladder, or hanging from a helicopter, or were some sort of half-spider creature.

Squidge pressed his face against the glass and smiled at me, like there was nothing unusual about peering through a third-storey window.

In the split second before everyone spun around to see what the commotion was, Squidge Dibley was gone.

Nobody had seen him except me.

This was just the beginning.

Actually, it was the beginning of the end of all the stuff that happened, so I need to go back to the beginning of the beginning, before the stuff that happened at the end happened.

Here goes.

This is me.
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My name is Padman O’Donnell.

People call me Pad for short, which is annoying, because there are so many not awesome things called pad.
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Sometimes people call me PandaMan to be funny, but it’s not funny at all. It just sounds like a lazy, overweight superhero.
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Mum says that Padman is a totally normal name in Sri Lanka and that if you walk down any street there, you’ll bump into a Padman soon enough.
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Anyway, that’s my name and I had to say it because a really good teacher told me that a narrator – that’s ME – should tell everyone something about themselves so the person reading – that’s YOU – knows who’s telling the story.

‘Padman’ isn’t so bad, though I wish I had a better nickname. But none of this matters, because this story is not about me. It’s about how Squidge Dibley peered in the window and destroyed the school.

That’s him again.
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So, now that that’s out of the way, here’s how everything began, before the beginning.

OEBPS/images/page08-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/page175-01.jpg
P it e books
v Mick it

e rickellit e

Gubatrickian
o Inffagrar.





OEBPS/images/ded.jpg





OEBPS/images/ata.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780734419439.jpg





OEBPS/images/page04-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/page03-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/page04-02.jpg





OEBPS/images/page06-02.jpg
4





OEBPS/images/page05-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/page06-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/page07-01.jpg
w@ i i w

E’{ B=ak






OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 
 
  
  
 
  
  
 
  
  
 
  
  
 
  
  
     
    
     
 
 

 
  





OEBPS/images/title.jpg
4

DI
~=/ MICK ELLIOTT

~3QUIDGE
SDI%I.E?






OEBPS/images/chapter01.jpg





