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To Holly and Lachlan—C.T.

To Jay Dee Vee, Cee Pee Vee, Ess Pee Vee, Pee Pee Vee and Ee Ess Pee Vee

Thanks for the inspiration, always—P.V.


The Author


I was born in the Second World War

Halfway through an air-raid attack.

The Germans came over and bombed us

Then we went there and bombed back.




I grew up in a suburb of London

Where nothing happened all day.

If you listened you could hear pins drop

Even from six streets away.




I always did what I was told to.

I was never bad or a liar.

I went to church three times on Sundays,

I even sang in the choir.




And then I went off to art school

And discovered girlfriends and art,

And beer and rock-and-roll music,

And my old world all fell apart.




My mother gave up in despair

She said, ‘Oh, what have you done?’

‘I’m an artist,’ I said. ‘So bug off—

‘I’ve discovered freedom and fun.’




I went and lived on an island,

Where the wind blows all day and all night,

And when I finally left there

I’d developed a lean to the right.




And now I live in Australia

Where the sun shines and everyone smiles.

You can keep your damp wet old England

I’m staying here for a while.*
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