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For Catherine and Charlotte, two very special girls in my life. Without you my canvas would be blank. Also, not forgetting that feisty little terrier Jasper whose gentle nature is an inspiration.


[image: image]

Published in Australia and New Zealand

by Hachette Australia

(an imprint of Hachette Australia Pty Limited)

Level 17, 207 Kent Street, Sydney NSW 2000

www.hachette.com.au

First published by 2007

Copyright © Lindsay Cripps 2007

This book is copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or review permitted under the Copyright Act 1968, no part may be stored or reproduced by any process without prior written permission. Enquiries should be made to the publisher.

A CIP catalogue record of this book is available from the National Library of Australia.

978 0 7344 0804 4

978 0 7344 1445 8 (ebook edition)

Cover design by Christabella Designs

Reproduction of cover image La Japonaise, Monet, courtesy Museum of Fine Arts, Boston

Internal illustrations by Anna Pignataro


Contents

Title Page

Dedication

Copyright

Acknowledgements

1: Meeting Ruben

2: Ruben’s Secret

3: Children’s Games

4: The Gift

5: The Pyramids Road

6: The Hall of Sirens

7: The Sandstorm

8: A Case of Deduction

9: Pilgrimage to Cythera

10: Reunited at Last

11: The Return

12: Journey’s End

About the Author


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

At last I can show my gratitude to so many who have entered my life and made it possible for this story to be told. But first I need to give special mention to my parents. Both urged me to recognise my potential and have been there to support me through thick and thin. Mum and Dad, I can only offer you words but they’re tied with ribbons of love. Impossible to explain the importance that love, dedication and moral support have had in the creation of this novel — I have received these and more from my wonderful partner Catherine and my beautiful daughter Charlotte. It can’t always have been easy for you but you’ve never shed the burden and I hope that Shey’s journey is an inspiration to you both.

Next, I feel I should shout from the rooftops the enormous impact that (Dr) Gary Crew has had on my life. Without his encouragement, sensitivity and kindness, I would be infinitely poorer in spirit — he is truly a great man. I also acknowledge how greatly I’m blessed by the affection and interest shown by my brothers Barry and Ray; my sisters Vivian, Vanessa and Christine and their partners; not forgetting nephews and nieces.

To my colleagues and friends — too numerous to mention personally — at the University of the Sunshine Coast, thank you for your support and kind words. I must also thank Bernie O’Regan for his infinite patience and life-changing advice. I’m privileged to have such relatives and friends, and to all of you, including Marion Hackshall and her family, I acknowledge your importance in my life.

Finally, my sincerest thanks to the folk at Lothian: Helen Chamberlin, Cathy Smith and also to Gwenda Smyth, all of whom have treated me and my story with the greatest respect.

OEBPS/images/9780734414458.jpg
i ““»5\"\ 'l Wi
Wﬁ‘H\E MYSTERY

OF THE

Gfdéﬁ&f






OEBPS/images/Art_logo.jpg
=] hachette





OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 
 
  
   
 
  
   
 
  
   
 
  
   
 
  
   
        
       
        
  
 

 
  





