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PROLOGUE
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‘I was never afraid of what was under the bed’
Marilyn Manson
Writer and singer



Craaack!

Rabbit jumped. Kicked off the dumb-ass rocket ship doona that Nanna bought him for Christmas, and that Mum insisted he have on his bed—

Even in summer?

Yes, Danny. Even in summer.

—cos no one but no one should ever upset Nanna.

He scrambled to switch on his Loony Toons night lamp. There it was again. Thunder! Axe blows echo-chambered all through Kelmscott valley. Wind and rain gusted loud as subway trains.

No way! Now the ferry crossing to Rottnest would be white-squalled.

Rabbit pulled back the blinds. Out back the Hills Hoist had become a Cyclotron. The old gum tree looked ready to el rollo onto next-door’s shed. And way up on the hill the high voltage power lines buzzed louder than Jacko’s pissy amp. Either Godzilla needed them for jump rope practice or that storm was cranking up big time.

He picked up his Discman, slipped on his earphones and snapped to play. Nothing happened.

Aw, ripped off!

No batteries.

Night demons rattled the window. Weather monsters clanged Mum’s wind chimes. And here he was stuck in a cyclone with no heavy metal to tuck him in tight.

I’m not scared, I’m not scared, I’m not scared!

His Discman landed clunk on the bedside table and skidded into the clock radio. 1.47. Rabbit switched off the night lamp and fell back into bed. He wished he could fall back to sleep. In Dreamland the little mermaid’s big sister had swum up from nowhere.

Danny, Danny…

Huh?

Kiss me, Danny. Kiss me all over. Make me feel like a woman.

Say what?

Kiss me, stupid. Kiss me, kiss me.

Her long fingers snorkelled under the leg of his boxer shorts to say, Aloha.

Now Rabbit’s fingers did some snorkelling of their own.

Hoo-boy. Much more of this tugging business and he’d be blasting rocket ships to the moon.

Lightning flashed. Flashed again.

He yanked his hand away. Sticky fingers, one hundred zillion volts—lethal combo.

Meanwhile, shadow blades slashed at the blinds. Skeleton branches rapped at the window. He saw witches and vampires, zombies and werewolves. Plus all the psycho killer stuff in between. Bad sign. Once the graveyard shift clocked on, there was no getting rid of them before daybreak.

‘In the name of the Lord Jesus, I command every evil spirit to nick off now. Amen.’

The storm flicked its high beam.

Hoo-shit.

Rabbit hid under the doona and counted out the seconds. One kilometre, two kilometres, three kilometres—

Booom!
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