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one

The Gaffer closed the door to his office and ruled a line down the centre of his whiteboard. On the left-hand side he wrote “Weaknesses” and on the right “Strengths”. Then he realised that his line was a bit skewed so he rubbed it out and moved it to the right so that eighty per cent of the whiteboard now fell under “Weaknesses”.

One of the benefits of being a public servant, apart from being able to wear shorts and pull-up socks to the office, was the freedom it afforded the Gaffer to spend great swathes of time not actually serving the public.

But, he figured, the Wildcats were part of the public, and as their coach he was going to be serving them. So he was sort of working.

He decided to start at the back and work his way to the strikers.

Ashley “Smokin” Charred was the goalkeeper, if only in name. The Gaffer couldn’t recall Smokin doing a whole lot of goalkeeping in the time that he’d known him, especially last season. For a start his positional sense was atrocious. Smokin didn’t believe in pacing around the penalty box like a caged tiger when the ball was up the other end of the field—rare as it was. Instead he could regularly be found leaning against the goalpost, slurping a Chupa Chup or sucking down a Dorrie Deathstick if he’d managed to bum one from one of his mates in the Under 16s. Sometimes he would get involved in animated conversations with passers-by, quite possibly about his positional sense. The argument would only be interrupted when Smokin had to peel away to retrieve the ball from the back of the net.

Quite often when a team was as bad as the Wildcats were last season, it was usually the goalkeeper who managed to shine by pulling off a number of excellent saves in a ten nil loss. But Smokin had conceded 117 goals last season without ever pulling off even one half-decent save. Apart from a little nicotine yellowing and Chupa Chup residue, his brand new goalkeeping gloves had remained stain free for the entire season. The local paper had run a story about Smokin’s staggering inability to keep the ball out of the net. The photographer had managed to find 117 balls, placed them strategically in the goal and snapped Smokin leaning against the post, slurping a Chupa Chup in a detached sort of manner. He seemed to be saying that pretty soon anybody who was anybody would be letting in 117 goals in a single season.

The Gaffer flipped the lid off his whiteboard marker and set to work on Smokin.

Weaknesses

[image: images] Poor positional sense.

[image: images] Cannot kick the ball accurately with left foot.

[image: images] Cannot kick the ball accurately with right foot.

[image: images] Cannot take goal kicks. Throw-in usually does this for him but they tend to go out of play.

[image: images] Thinks his position is called “goaldy”.

[image: images] Regularly lets the ball go through his legs.

[image: images] Cannot handle crosses (throws his gloves at the ball).

[image: images] Doesn’t narrow the angle in a one-on-one (calls the striker names instead).

[image: images] Regularly goes off to the toilet during games without telling anybody.

[image: images] Regularly goes off to the canteen during games without telling anybody.

[image: images] Regularly wanders off over the hill to watch the rugby union during games without telling anybody.

[image: images] Regularly goes home during games without telling anybody.

[image: images] Constantly pestering me to nick Pacific Ocean charts from the Maritime Department for his father for some unknown reason.

[image: images] Hand currently broken in several places.

Strengths

[image: images] Has newish gloves.



The Gaffer slumped into his chair and looked at his whiteboard. He wondered if he should send Smokin a copy of his observations, and whether or not Smokin would view the mammoth list as constructive criticism or knee him in the nads. It was probably best not to risk it.

Smokin was a nice enough kid really, though the Gaffer had noticed that the rest of the team tended to be on their guard around him, particularly if he’d let in double figures during a game.

Eric reckoned that it was only a matter of time before Smokin bought himself a tow-truck, moved to a small town in the country, and acquired himself a Rottweiler.

Still, the Gaffer supposed he couldn’t expect a lot from this branch of the Charred family tree, which had obviously been doused with a fair bit of weedkiller.
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