


[image: image]





[image: image]



Contents

Title Page

A message from the editor

Sam Mac

Adam Gilchrist

Grant Denyer

Chezzi Denyer

Samuel Johnson

Jacqui Lambie

Kate Mildenhall

Jodelle Marx

Lehmo

Christie Whelan Browne

Michala Banas

Toby Truslove

Hilde Hinton

Bev Killick

Brian Mannix

John Paul Young

Susie Youssef

Jeff Duff

Turia Pitt

Jeremy Lachlan

Brian Canham

Sara Storer

Damon Smith

Joel Bryant

Jane Gazzo

Rhett Davis

Naomi Simson

Debra Lawrance

Dennis Coard

Beau Windon

Shellie Morris

Steve Le Marquand

Charlie Le Marquand

Lyn Bowtell

Damian Walshe Howling

John Howard

Maddie Godfrey

Marty Fields

Penelope Bartlau

Jimi Hocking

Sue Camilleri

Robyn Butler

Wayne Hope

Lachlan Bryan

Ellen van Neerven

Wayne Scott Kermond

Matilda Brown

George Ellis

Ben Gillies

Allee Richards

Luke O’Shea

Pia Miranda

Elise Elliott

Jason Whateley

Adam Harvey

Rae White

Alex Lloyd

Tim Hawken

Nikki Moyes

Ben Mckelvey

Felicity Urquhart

Julie Koh

Andrew Masterson

Sarah Walker

Janine Allis

Mama Alto

Stuart Coupe

Dylin Hardcastle

Lyndel Murphy

Mandy Beaumont

Clare Millar

Michael Veitch

Georgie Parker

Larry Emdur

Mark Brandi

Acknowledgements

Copyright




A message from the editor
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We all love differently. Some people are single by choice, some partners are dead, some prefer throuples and some people’s love is well and truly on the rocks. The love we share goes up and down, and comes and goes, but when it works there’s nothing like it. Even if we aren’t looking for it, it can bowl us over on any given day. This collection of letters is a delightful, funny, broad and honest look at our significant others. All letters were provided free-of-charge so that more proceeds may be spent on cancer vanquishment.

Dear Lover is a stunning tribute to our loved ones, but it also helps fulfil my most longed-for wish – a cure for cancer. Cancer takes our lovers too.

Samuel Johnson OAM
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My darling Rebecca …

Exactly one week ago I held your hand as you safely delivered our baby girl, Margot Grace McMillan. It was nothing like the births I’ve seen in movies. There was no gentle breathing, no butterflies on the windowsill, and it certainly wasn’t accompanied by the soothing sounds of Norah Jones.

It was long. It was traumatic. It included two failed epidurals. And it looked more like a scene from The Texas Chainsaw Massacre.

The colour disappeared from your face. Your entire body was shaking. You lost the ability to speak. But not for one single second did you think about giving up. You kept pushing and pushing and pushing. Using just our eyes to communicate we found a language only we understood. There may have been other people, other voices in that delivery room, but gradually they faded away. It was just you and me. The unspoken connection.

The fact is, for the majority of your twelve hours in labour you had no painkillers. I wondered how on earth you could possess such a high pain threshold. Then I remembered you’d endured two years in a relationship with me.

You were calm, strong and determined. You were always going to win. You put your body on the line for our little family and it’s something I will never, ever forget. You showed me what it means to be a mum. You gave me a new level of appreciation and understanding for my mum, Loretta, and for all the mums.

I fell in love with you another hundred times that night, Rebecca. And even though this is a letter to you, I’ll be cc’ing Margot because one day I want her to read it and learn all about her courageous Mumma. (I think we’ll start her reading Dr Seuss and Bluey first, though – this may be a touch too graphic for a bedtime story.)

You did it. We did it. And now I’ve got a lifetime to try and show my immense gratitude.

Love

[image: Sam (Dad)]

Sam Mac: quick-witted weather presenter, author, radio host, mental health advocate and entertainer in the digital space who got his break when he won the SAFM ‘Who Wants to Be a Co-Host on Air’ competition
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Intimate, honest, amusing — a broad collection
of surprising letters about love from some of
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