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PRAISE FOR Fugitive Blue

‘Claire Thomas’s Fugitive Blue is a fine first novel about the search by a young art conservator to find the origins of a fifteenth-century panel painting. In narratives about different historical periods, from Renaissance Venice through to post-war Australia, Thomas suggests parallel stories about love and loss, female creativity and unrealised desire. Polished and poignant, expressed with incisiveness and resonance, Fugitive Blue doesn’t miss a beat.’ Westerly

‘Intricately structured, written with originality and poise … Fugitive Blue is a novel about art, the fragility of love and transformation. The fresh and vivid images evoked resonate with the reader long after the novel is finished.’ Judges for the Dobbie Literary Award

‘Written with élan and delightful ease … Thomas captures atmosphere with artful economy and sketches characters and emotions with masterly precision. A novel to be reckoned with.’ Murray Waldren

‘… beautifully done with great imagination.’ Sydney Morning Herald

‘… beautifully written, elegant and very enjoyable …’ Launceston Examiner

‘Reminiscent of Tracy Chevalier’s Girl with a Pearl Earring, this novel is an elegantly written work that interweaves the past and the present…’ Sun-Herald

‘… a strong sense of historical time and place presented through the beautifully descriptive passages … well-written with excellent characters … Its interesting subject matter has been intelligently interwoven within a multi-layered story of love lost, past and present and the endurance of art. It will appeal to an unlimited range of readers …’ Bookseller & Publisher

‘… immediately enticing …’ Canberra Times

‘A captivating novel about the fragility and essence of love. Indeed it is a work of art.’ Gold Coast Bulletin

‘… beguiling debut novel …’ Sunday Tasmanian
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Dedicated with love to
Cheryl Thomas





‘Fugitive pigment: a pigment that is particularly susceptible to changing over time.’

DAWSON W. CARR AND MARK LEONARD, EDS,

Looking at Paintings—A Guide to Technical Terms

‘But as we readily follow an agreeable object that flies from us, so we love to contemplate blue, not because it advances to us, but because it draws us after it.’

GOETHE, Theory of Colours

‘It may be that your diligent—reconstitution—like the restoration of old Frescoes with new colours—is our way to the Truth—a discreet patching.’

A.S. BYATT, Possession
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