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A message from the editor

A letter to Santa holds a child’s dearest, most longed-for wish, committed to paper after copious thought with careful handwriting that screams ‘nice’, sealed in an envelope and sent to the end of the world with … hope: hope that the letter will make it; hope that it will be read by an elf who doesn’t need specs; hope that the yearned-for present may be delivered by a reindeer who isn’t in sick bay. Hope that not having a chimney is okay.

Grown-up wishes go un-wished, the letters never written. Until now!

I asked Australia’s most notorious and best-loved notables to write to Santa as an adult, in the name of cancer vanquishment. None of them were paid for their work, so that more profits from the sale of this book can be spent on cancer research. Their goodwill epitomises the spirit of Christmas, and to each author, thank you. Truly.

Dear Santa is just for fun, but it is also to help fulfil my most longed-for wish … a cure for cancer.

Samuel Johnson OAM
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Dear Santa

This probably isn’t the type of letter you usually receive, because rather than ask for a present this year, I’d like to give you a gift. You do such an amazing job of making sure everyone else is happy that I wanted to do something to make your life a little more joyful.

The problem is, I didn’t know what to give you. It seems to me that if you live in the world’s biggest toy factory, you can probably make yourself whatever you need. So I’m offering you a night off.

This Christmas, I’ve assembled a task force of mates to help deliver presents for you. Aaron will take care of Africa, Nathan is in charge of North America, Steph is doing South America, and Euan is all over Europe. (You may have noticed that I chose people whose first initials match the continent they are serving. It’s the only way I could keep the whole thing in my head.)

Unfortunately, Asia and Australia also start with A, and I now can’t remember which one is the domain of Alice and myself. In fact, I’m now unsure that Aaron has Africa after all. My point is, you can have a night off while I take care of it all. Maybe watch the Carols by Candlelight with Mrs Claus. Or is that a bit of a busman’s holiday?

I just have one question: do you mind if I borrow the reindeer for the night? I promise to be careful, fly slowly and not dent them. I’ll even have them cleaned before I return them. (I assume there’s a drive-thru deer wash you use?)

Please let me know if all this sounds good to you, and I’ll lock in Aaron, Nathan, Steph, Euan and Alice.

All the best, and if it’s not too early to say this – Merry Christmas.

Adam x x x

Adam Hills: comedian, TV host and inventor of the drive-thru deer wash
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