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Troy Cassar-Daley is regarded as one of Australia’s finest singer-songwriters. He is a hugely successful artist, much adored by country music fans across Australia and well respected by his peers and the greater music industry.

Troy’s career has spanned nine studio albums over twenty-six years. Throughout this time he has been awarded numerous accolades including four ARIAs, thirty-two Golden Guitars, two APRA Country Song of the year awards, nine Deadlys (Australian Indigenous Artist Awards) and four CMAA Entertainer of the Year awards. Troy has sold in excess of half a million albums and received gold and platinum records.

A man who believes deeply in community and giving back to the industry, Troy is a proud member of the Bundjalung nation and has a true connection to his land and people. Most significantly, through his generosity of spirit as a man, artist, husband, father and son, he reminds us of what is real, of what matters and what doesn’t, through his music.

It is said that in art it takes a lifetime to make something appear extremely simple, and this is what Troy has achieved. His music is beautifully honed, and crafted so seemingly effortlessly that people feel a real connection to him and his songs. A great chronicler of the human heart, Troy Cassar-Daley is a living treasure of country music and country Australia.


I dedicate this book to Irene Catherine Daley for the most precious ten years anyone could wish for with a grandparent.

To Irene Mary Daley for allowing me to dream and showing me the importance of work.

To my father, Tony Cassar, who showed me what it means to be a loving father. I hope I can be half as good a dad to my kids as you are to me.

To Laurel Cassar-Daley (Edwards) for always believing in me, oftentimes more than I believed in myself. You are my cornerstone, my companion and the love of my life.
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PROLOGUE

As I sit here putting the finishing touches on this book, I want to let you know that when I started writing it, I was on my first tour back on the road following major throat surgery in Boston, USA.

It was quite an emotional time because as a singer you feel that what defines you as a person is your voice and your career.

Well, I worked out that whether I could sing or not, I am a husband, father and a son, and I am important to the people in my life.

As I couldn’t speak for six weeks post surgery, my wife, Laurel, said she felt like I wasn’t even in the house, and she missed speaking to me. After weeks of voice therapy I was ready to talk again and do light singing duties. I woke up on the day I was allowed to talk, waited till Laurel opened her eyes, and said, ‘I love you, baby.’ She broke down crying.

‘So do I,’ she said. ‘I have you back. I have my man back.’

It’s taken about three years to write this book and that time has been an emotional ride of gathering memories, hoping my voice was going to hold up after each show of the Great Country Songbook Tour, and changing many habits that contributed to my throat condition in the first place.

I’m writing this note in early 2016, after another fantastic Tamworth Country Music Festival. I’m still glowing after winning five Golden Guitars for my album Freedom Ride, which in itself was quite a journey to undertake as a writer. I am so proud to shine a light on the Freedom Ride of 1965 and all its achievements. The song ‘Freedom Ride’ would not have happened without Paul Kelly and Rachel Perkins. As a kid I never would have dreamt that in the future I would receive thirty-two Golden Guitars.

These pages, I hope, will paint the picture of the people and places that have shaped and influenced my life, from my birth in 1969 to the release of my second album, True Believer, in 1997. It was the album that made people sit up and take notice; it was a turning point in my career. I’m telling you about my early life, bumps and all. This is the stuff you won’t read about me in a magazine or see on a program about me on TV. These are my own personal memories of the struggles and triumphs in the small steps I took towards where I sit today, writing to you.

Twenty years after I recorded True Believer my life is full. I have my little family – my wife, Laurel, who is a constant source of support and inspiration; our son Clay, who is now working in radio as a broadcaster like his mum; and Jem, our daughter, who lights up a room when she sings and plays piano. You all make me more proud than I can convey in these pages. I love you so much.

To you the reader, I hand you the memories, sights and sounds of the things I carry around.

Troy Cassar-Daley

2016
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