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      S.K., Brighton Pier, England, 1956

      
      
         How hard it is to escape from places. However carefully one goes they hold you—you leave bits of yourself fluttering on the fences, little rags and shreds of your very life.
         

      

      
      Katherine Mansfield

      
      Most of us form passionate emotional attachments during our lives. Not just to soul-mate partners and cherished children but
         to very special places which tug so firmly at our heartstrings that each time we venture there, we leave a little bit of ourselves
         behind. These places can be entire countries or simply cities, regions or landscapes. We may visit so often that we feel we could draw, from memory, detailed maps of their
         most intimate nooks and corners. Or our encounters may be rare and fleeting and yet, like an enchanting face glimpsed across
         a crowded room, the imprint is unforgettable. Other places appeal so much that we simply live there, rooted and flourishing
         like cared-for plants, waxing lyrical to all-comers about our special piece of the planet.
      

      
      When we examine the notion of adopted place and heart, examples come to mind of very grand partnerships. Who can think of
         French Polynesia, for example, minus the vibrant paintings of Paul Gauguin, or consider Bali without Donald Friend? I can
         never read of the Greek Islands without imagining George Johnston and Charmian Clift in a little whitewashed house, penning
         gentle tales of village life, taking ouzo with lunch and snoozing in the lemon-scented afternoon.
      

      
      Whenever the Arab world is mentioned, I have an instant vision of Gertrude Bell aboard a camel, swathed in veils, queen of
         her desert domain. Visit Western Samoa and the legend lives on of Robert Louis Stevenson, its adopted son, on whom the most
         honoured of titles, Tusitala, or ‘teller of tales’, was bestowed. Wanderers such as these took the concept of expatriatism
         to ultimate lengths—becoming indivisible from the chosen place itself.
      

      
      Other travellers do not jump the divide to expatriate status but remain as distant admirers of places which have captured
         their hearts. The reality of a life to be lived elsewhere keeps them away from beloved countries or cities for long stretches
         of time. They realise, too, deep in their hearts, that what they suffer is a ‘someplace else’ syndrome—they long to be there but they also want to be safely at home. Such is the case with me and India.
      

      
      Since I first set foot there, in Bombay, in the early 1980s, I have been caught between intense love and heart-pumping terror.
         On that initial drive from the airport, leprous hands came thrusting through the taxi window, I saw people sleeping in cardboard
         boxes by open sewers, and by the time I arrived at my hotel I was sobbing in disbelief. It took days before I could venture
         further than the cocoon of the lobby and confront not just off-the-scale poverty but my ability to deal with scenes too alien
         to have believed possible.
      

      
      What keeps me returning is the need to know more about myself—a common thread curving through many of the interviews in Places in the Heart, and especially those in the very nostalgic sections dealing with rosy childhood memories and ancestral links.
      

      
      In the first section, Those Were the Days, each contributor evokes a heartfelt and often amusing picture of holidays and experiences gone by. TV presenter Jeff Watson
         recalls bucket-and-spade adventures and a cast of characters at Mrs Evans’s boarding house in the little seaside town of Tenby
         in South Wales. Playwright Barry Dickins reminisces about his suburban boyhood in Melbourne and the wondrous, wide-eyed drama
         of ‘going to town’ with his beloved grandmother, Gert.
      

      
      Travel industry leader Sarina Bratton explains her love of the surfy Australian coast—especially Kingscliff, just south of
         the Queensland border with NSW, where her mother could blithely sweep the sand straight out of the family’s little holiday
         cabin onto the beach. The Australian Brandenburg Orchestra’s artistic director, Paul Dyer, describes family holidays at Ettalong
         on the NSW Central Coast—zinc-creamed noses, a salty tang to the breeze, and fish and chips for tea. Poet and author Kate Llewellyn’s chosen topic is her childhood
         in Tumby Bay, South Australia, where the landscape is bleached of all colour and the sea is so pale and clear you can see
         your toenails in the water.
      

      
      This is My Place is a wonderfully patriotic section in which six special Australians provide an insight into their favourite corner of the
         country. Media personality Bill Peach talks about the Upper Murray, the region of his forebears, and describes how every time
         he goes back, “I feel that tie of blood, the intrinsic bond so important to our Aboriginal people. It’s where you know your
         ancestors are buried.”
      

      
      Photographer and publisher Steve Parish describes his affinity with the wildness of Kakadu and how his experiences there have
         taught him the wisdom of Aboriginal philosophy. Art entrepreneurs John and Ros Moriarty of Balaranji Design explain their
         connection with the remote Coorong in South Australia, where their weekender and studio sits “like a cradle”, waiting to welcome
         them home.
      

      
      Leading crime writer Marele Day uses Sydney as a backdrop for her popular Claudia Valentine books and she talks about her
         lasting love affair with the harbour and its water-facing reaches. “Sydney,” she says, “is racy, trashy and hedonistic but
         I love every minute of it.” Writer and commentator Richard Neville waxes lyrical about his bushland home in the “elemental”
         Blue Mountains west of Sydney: “You’re close to primal forces … it’s a turbulent place to live.” Forget those old East Coast
         rivalries—Melbourne-born actor Graeme Blundell is crazy about Sydney’s Kings Cross and recounts his experiences of living
         for close to 20 years on its sometimes dangerous fringe, “where you can walk three blocks without leaving the scene of the crime!”
      

      
      As the name vividly suggests, the section called Love at First Sight is all about knee-jerk attraction: the contributors to this section have become instantly and irrecoverably infatuated by
         some of the most colourful corners of the globe. TV personality and former Test cricketer Mike Whitney tells how he was enveloped
         by India the minute he got off the plane—a theme that continues in my own accounts of adventures in the baffling subcontinent,
         including a stint as a movie-extra bar girl in Bollywood, India’s answer to Tinsel Town. Honorary consul for Nepal and adventure
         travel company founder Christine Gee talks of trekking the Himalaya; on her first mountain-top morning, at Pokhara, she popped
         her head outside the tent and was transported by the scenery. “I felt I had left the earth,” she says.
      

      
      Journalist, historian and documentary filmmaker Tim Bowden enthuses about his fascination for Antarctica and how it keeps
         calling him back. “It could well be the silence,” he explains, “for silence actually exists in Antarctica … an ABC sound recordist
         once succeeded in recording total silence out on the ice cap.” Reporter and broadcaster Jane Holmes tells of her walks on
         the wild side in deepest Africa—including swimming with elephants at the unique Abu’s Camp in Botswana.
      

      
      Ancestral Ties is a section in which Australians return to their original homeland—or that of their families—and describe the process of
         discovering their roots. Award-winning documentary filmmaker Daizy Gedeon talks about the blossoming of her relationship with
         Lebanon and the overcoming of entrenched prejudice. Leading architect Harry Seidler reveals his enduring ties with Vienna and remembers being sent to a strict school where a bad mark meant learning
         ten verses of Homer by heart—to be recited in front of the class. Comedian Vince Sorrenti recounts amusing escapades in Italy
         and describes a pilgrimage to the villages from which his parents migrated to Australia in the 1950s.
      

      
      Travel industry doyenne Mary Rossi talks of a year spent living in Florence with Theo, her husband of Italian descent, and
         their large family. Upon arrival in Florence, Mary was charmed at first sight by the villa arranged for the Rossi clan by
         her dear friend, Fiamma Ferragamo. “Isn’t it wonderful!” Mary exclaimed to Theo. It turned out to be the gatehouse.
      

      
      Multi-award-winning chef Tetsuya Wakuda speaks of the complexities of his Japanese heritage and his love for his adopted city,
         Sydney. “My parents [in Japan] sometimes get upset about not seeing me and tell their friends they don’t have a son any more
         … they do—it’s just that he’s an Aussie.”
      

      
      The Love of Food section deals with “galloping gourmet” travellers and their experiences around the globe. Melbourne chef and restaurateur
         Stephanie Alexander talks of the Perigord and Dordogne regions of south-west France, where the country markets are “enchanting”
         and “there’s a sense that buying food is a life-enriching tradition”.
      

      
      Asian cookery expert Charmaine Solomon shares her wide knowledge of Asian markets and their often curious bounty, while admitting
         she is a hopeless haggler. “Whose side are you on, Charmaine?” her husband and co-shopper, Reuben, will often ask. TV presenter
         Pria Viswalingam recalls his childhood in Malaysia and the parade of food hawkers who would visit his street. “You’d hear
         a horn,” he reminisces, “and it would be the Chinese guy with char sui bao … I’d buy a little collection and eat it myself. I even got to the point where I’d stash it … under a bush, go and have dinner and later go out
         and eat it by myself.”
      

      
      Francophile author Marion Halligan recalls the happiest of times with her family in Sévérac and offers insights into the notion
         of “a love affair” with a country, comparing such a relationship with that which exists between people. “It’s very much a
         matter of chemistry,” she concludes.
      

      
      Finally, in The Global Village, contributors whose hearts belong to particular landscapes and pastimes describe their consuming
         passions. Author and adventurer Sorrel Wilby explains her love of remote and sometimes almost inaccessible places, especially
         in Africa and Nepal, while mountaineer Tim Macartney-Snape recounts his most memorable climbing adventures and discusses what
         spurs him on to the top—it’s “a totally absorbing intellectual challenge”, he concludes.
      

      
      Eco-tourism operator Mimi Macpherson talks about her successful whale-watching operation at Queensland’s Hervey Bay and reveals
         how the first time she heard a whale singing, over an underwater microphone, she was reduced to tears. Tony Wheeler, founder
         of the enormously successful Lonely Planet publishing house, is a committed walker and he describes his favourite trails in
         Europe and Asia and passes on tips for those fit enough to follow in his footsteps.
      

      
      Another energetic inclusion in this section is pop-music guru and travel addict Glenn A. Baker, who tells zany tales of his
         myriad adventures in the world’s most offbeat places, including Indonesia’s Torajaland where the complicated and protracted
         funeral rituals are among the most bizarre on earth. “These people live for death,” is Glenn’s conclusion.
      

      
      My sincere thanks to these compulsive, generous and often fearless travellers for sparing the time to speak of their places
         in the heart and for their willingness to share their very special insights and observations.
      

      
      Susan Kurosawa

      
      Sydney, 1997
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