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      You will find them in a laneway bar with no signage on the door. They will be sipping beers with no English on the labels.
         They will be talking amongst themselves about things that are too avant-garde to appear in a textbook. They are the authors
         of Things Bogans Like. Six gentlemen, brought together by their desire to define and catalogue the modern bogan for the benefit of our nation.
         These are their stories.
      

      
      Intravenus De Milo
      

      [image: image]

      
      Born in Wien in 1983 to an Indian mother and Luxembourgian father, Intravenus De Milo spent much of his childhood wanting
         to learn the reasons for things. After travelling through Africa and the Middle East, Intravenus completed his first degree
         in the arts from Trinity College, Dublin at the age of nineteen. Not satisfied with the myopic lens of subjectivity through
         which he saw the world, Intravenus moved to the prestigious Maxx Planck Institute for High Energy Physics to explore the origin
         and composition of dark matter.
      

      
      Then, bored with far too acute an understanding of the universe, Intravenus decided to move as far away from intellectualism
         and scholarship as possible. This took him to Australia where the author has spent the last few years, smug in the satisfaction
         that he is pretty much the smartest person in the country. Intravenus is unmarried, has no children and wants all hot tubs
         to be cold. In his spare time, Intravenus likes to win Olympic medals in badminton.
      

      
      Hunter McKenzie-Smythe
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      Born to the twin pastoral fortunes of the McKenzies and the Smythes, Hunter spent the greater part of his childhood and adolescence
         in expensive boarding schools. On holidays, Hunter would read great sections of the comprehensively unread libraries in his
         family’s various townhouses, abandoned as he was by his parents, twirling around the world having affairs with interesting
         yet profoundly empty people.
      

      
      After completing an arts degree majoring in cultural studies and art history, Hunter skied the world, routinely rejected his
         father’s requests to manage the family’s various business interests, and bedded as many beautiful men and women as time permitted.
         This continued until, while recovering from a peyote-fuelled ski-doo accident, Hunter experienced an epiphany and converted
         to Sunni Islam. His appetite for knowledge replenished, Hunter became fluent in Arabic and Farsi, studied Islamic law and international
         relations, and now shares his time between Melbourne and his apartment in Sana’a, Yemen.
      

      
      Flash Johnson
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      Born from an egg on a Peruvian mountaintop in 1986, Flash spent his early years studying the rise and fall of ancient South
         American civilisations. It quickly became obvious to Flash that the decline of every once-great ancient empire had been caused
         by large groups of late arrivers who brought with them overconsumption, violence, garish fashion, racism and attention-seeking
         behaviour. These serial civilisation destroyers were dubbed, collectively, the ‘bogan’.
      

      
      Having solved the mysteries of the past, and acutely aware of the imminent threat that the modern bogan poses to today’s global
         community, Flash turned his attention to preventing another bogan-induced catastrophe of the ages. His studies took him to
         the University of Manchester, where he simultaneously completed an arts degree and studied the bogan-repellent properties
         of local bands such as The Smiths and Joy Division.
      

      
      Now ready to tackle the epicentre of the bogan’s assault on society, Flash set sail for Australia – the site of the world’s
         most advanced bogan colony; an island facing epidemic levels of bogan per capita. He resides in Melbourne to this day, and travels only via city laneways. In his spare time he is a semi-professional
         Uno player. He is unmarried, and wants all highways to be low.
      

      
      Enron Hubbard
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      Ron was born in a hospital in Eltham, in Melbourne’s north-east. He grew up in Eltham, and attended primary and secondary
         schools in Eltham. Having endured an interminable commute to study his arts degree outside of Eltham, he now resides in Eltham,
         sharing his time between there and Meadowbank, the Sydney equivalent of Eltham.
      

      
      Such prolonged exposure to regions of high bogan quotient would ordinarily be fatal to most. However, like kids born in Chernobyl
         with seven heads, Ron developed an immunity to fluorescence and stupidity after stapling a flannel shirt to his chest.
      

      
      Since his arrest for civil unrest while defending battery hens in Tamworth, New South Wales, militant vegan Ron has reinvented
         himself as a hermit, fearful of reprisals from angry bogans who value their low-cost, high-quantity egg and poultry goods.
      

      
      E. Chas McSween
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      Born in Malawi in 1981, E. Chas was orphaned into the care of Masai warriors in Tanzania, learning the arts of tracking, hunting
         and shamanism. He also developed the superhuman endurance for which the Masai are renowned, which proved incredibly useful
         when, at the age of eight, he was adopted by visiting celebrity bogan Greg Evans and relocated to a household full of Ken
         Done prints and Jive Bunny CDs.
      

      
      Growing up in the bogan hub of Glen Waverley, in Melbourne’s south-east, E. Chas rapidly developed a deep, intuitive understanding
         of the bogan, its motivations and behaviours. After taking seven years to complete his arts degree, he relocated to Padova
         to study art history, where he developed his twin passions of 17th century European architecture and 18th century European
         architecture.
      

      
      E. Chas now rents an apartment in Melbourne’s inner north (he does not intend to buy) with his defacto partner (he does not
         intend to marry) and his Great Dane, Heidegger (he does not intend to have children), compiling his soon-to-be bestselling
         biography of Johann Bernhard Fischer von Erlach. In between professional abseiling tournaments and drinking cafe lattes, E.
         Chas dedicates his remaining time to ghost writing articles for creationist former AFL footballers.
      


      Michael Jayfox
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      Born in Melbourne in the summer of Bob Hawke’s first prime ministerial campaign, Michael Jayfox spent some of his youth observing
         the bogan in the lush habitat of Victoria’s Latrobe Valley while his parents managed a government department designed to restrict
         the bogan’s treacherous ways. Jayfox later undertook an arts degree at a private institution in Johannesburg, where he also
         developed passions for ornithology and archaeology. He then returned to Melbourne for postgraduate study in marketing and
         economics.
      

      
      Initially planning to sell the bogan maxtreme products that it didn’t need, he became distracted by the study of the bogan
         creature itself. Struck by the bogan’s fascinating blend of pride, ignorance, hypocrisy and impulsiveness, he began writing
         of its ways. In 2004, Jayfox was informed by a salesman that a famous actor had appropriated his name. In the future, Jayfox
         hopes to become the first person to jump over a shark on water skis while reciting Chaucer.
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