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      The Gallipoli Campaign


      
      The plan

      
      The Gallipoli peninsula is strategically important only because it commands the Dardanelles, the narrow straits that separate
         Europe from Asia and control access to the Black Sea. At their head stands Constantinople (today’s Istanbul), the ancient
         capital that has tempted invading armies since it was founded in 600BC.
      

      
      By 1914 the Dardanelles had been fought over for thousands of years, and when Turkey joined the First World War on Germany’s
         side, the Allies set their sights on the straits. While the Dardanelles remained in Turkish hands, Britain and France’s key
         ally, Russia, was cut off. If the Dardanelles could be captured, Russia could be resupplied by sea, Turkey would be isolated
         from her European allies and the Germans might decide that their lofty territorial ambitions weren’t such a great idea after
         all.
      

      
      
      The Allied plan for capturing the Dardanelles wasn’t subtle, and it wasn’t particularly effective either. It was the brainchild
         of a young Winston Churchill, then First Lord of the Admiralty, whose basic idea was to send a fleet of battleships into the
         Dardanelles, blow the hell out of the forts that guarded the straits and steam on to Constantinople and glory. With Constantinople
         in Allied hands, Turkey’s ability and will to fight would be shattered, and its brief involvement in the war would reach a
         sudden end. What Churchill didn’t realise was that the job of capturing the Dardanelles was harder than it looked and that
         the Turks weren’t going to give up their homeland without a fight.
      

      
      The naval battle

      
      On 18 March 1915, a fleet of 18 British and French battleships barged their way into the entrance of the Dardanelles and began
         blasting away at the forts on both sides of the straits. The Turks had heavily mined the waterway and dotted the shoreline
         with mobile artillery batteries, which could fire quickly and accurately and were almost impossible to spot from the deck
         of a ship. The attack started well and the forts were soon being pounded by Allied naval fire. But things started to go wrong
         when the unarmoured British minesweepers failed to clear the mines under a storm of Turkish fire. And they got worse when
         the battleships started running into mines that they didn’t even know were there.
      

      
      In the days before the battle the Turks had watched the Allied ships manoeuvring in the wide expanse of Erenköy Bay, and in
         response the stout-hearted Turkish minelayer Nusrat had laid a line of mines parallel to the shore. The French battleship Bouvet was the Nusrat’s first victim, hitting a mine and sinking in a few minutes. Next the British battlecruiser Inflexible hit a mine near where the Bouvet had gone down and, crippled, floated impotently out of the straits. HMS Irresistible soon suffered the same fate. After her crew was rescued she was abandoned on the shoreline and was blasted by the Turkish
         guns until she sank. Late in the day HMS Ocean hit another mine and drifted helplessly until she sank in nearby Morto Bay later that night. Several other ships in the fleet
         were seriously damaged, and the Royal Navy refused to take on the forts again unless the army supported them with a landing.
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      Turkish defences at the Dardanelles, March 1915

      
      
      And so the plot for a landing at Gallipoli was hatched. The theory was that the army would land, cross the peninsula and capture
         the forts and batteries that guarded the straits. The navy would then clear the minefields and capture the Dardanelles, steaming
         on to Constantinople and knocking Turkey out of the war. The landings were planned for two main sectors: the Australian and
         New Zealand Army Corps would land midway along the western coast of the peninsula, push quickly inland to secure the high
         ground and cut the peninsula in two. At the same time, British troops would land on the toe of the peninsula at Cape Helles
         and drive straight up the peninsula.
      

      
      The landings

      
      In the murky dawn of 25 April 1915, a small armada of open row boats approached the shore in the Anzac sector. The plan called for them to land in several waves on a wide frontage and push inland, capturing the three rough ridges that
         hemmed in the sector. But vague instructions, poor navigation and confusion during the approach to the beach resulted in the
         boats bunching up and landing in a muddled jumble on a narrow beach that came to be known as Anzac Cove. Their plans to advance
         quickly inland were soon in tatters, as battalions became intermixed and lost the ability to fight as a cohesive force.
      

      
      Turkish reinforcements under the command of Mustafa Kemal (who would later lead the Turkish revolution and be remembered as
         Kemal Atatürk, ‘Father of the Turks’), began streaming into the sector, blocking the progress of the Anzacs. The fighting
         was reduced to a series of violent close encounters on the heights of Second Ridge. The Anzacs dug in well short of their
         objective, the Turks dug in opposite them and the front line would move little for the next eight months.
      

      
      At Helles, the British fared little better. They came ashore at five beaches and, in spite of greatly outnumbering the Turkish
         defenders, were mown down in waves. In three days of bloody fighting they won 15 Victoria Crosses but advanced only a few
         kilometres inland. French troops also landed on the Asian side of the Dardanelles as a diversion from the main landings, but
         withdrew after a series of violent encounters with the Turks.
      

      
      For the next three months the British and French threw themselves against the Turkish defenders at Helles in a series of major
         attacks that inched the line forward, but resulted in appalling casualties. By July both sides were exhausted and Helles had
         become a siege. At Anzac both the Allies and Turks launched frontal assaults in an attempt to drive through their enemy’s
         lines, but with little result. The largest of these was a huge Turkish assault on 19 May, which failed to capture the Anzac
         trenches but resulted in more than 10,000 Turkish casualties. The thousands of bodies in no-man’s-land began to putrefy, until
         a truce on 24 May enabled the battleground to be cleared and for soldiers from both sides to briefly fraternise.
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      The Gallipoli peninsula, 1915

      
      
      The August Offensive

      
      By August the Allied commanders at Gallipoli were desperate. What had begun as a naval battle had turned into a land war,
         and a decidedly costly one at that. Their final plan to capture the peninsula involved a surge in troop numbers and a bold
         attack at Anzac that would outflank the Turks and open up the advance to the Dardanelles.
      

      
      The August Offensive began on the evening of 6 August, when Australian troops launched a diversionary attack on Turkish positions
         at Lone Pine. The attack was intended to hold Turkish reserves in the area and prevent them from defending more critical parts
         of the line. The Australians succeeded in capturing the Turkish trenches, and also in drawing Turkish reserves on them. For
         four days some of the bloodiest hand-to-hand fighting of the campaign raged in the claustrophobic trenches and tunnels at
         Lone Pine. Seven Australians were awarded the Victoria Cross. By 10 August both sides were exhausted and the Turks gave up
         trying to retake their old positions. Even though the attack was a success, little of strategic value had been gained.
      

      
      
      While the Battle of Lone Pine was raging, the key attack of the August Offensive was launched. On the night of 6 August, New
         Zealand troops cleared the foothills north of Anzac, and then a combined Anzac and British force advanced in two columns,
         with orders to capture Chunuk Bair, Hill Q and Hill 971, the three highest points in the Anzac sector. Most of the attacking
         troops were ill with dysentery, they were advancing in the dark through unfamiliar country, and the plan was impossibly complicated.
         Delays were inevitable and units became lost in the tangle of gullies and ravines.
      

      
      At Chunuk Bair the New Zealanders attacked repeatedly and eventually captured the summit, but were stretched to hold it against
         ferocious Turkish counterattacks. On 10 August they were relieved by British troops, who came into the line just in time to
         face a murderous Turkish attack. Thousands of Turks swarmed over the summit, slaughtering the British troops without mercy
         and pushing the Allied line off the heights of Chunuk Bair.
      

      
      At Hill Q, a battalion of Gurkhas under Major Cecil Allanson charged the summit and set the Turks to flight, before a salvo
         of shells from an Allied gun landed among them and broke up the advance. They were forced to retreat.
      

      
      Meanwhile, the Australian 4th Brigade under the command of Colonel John Monash was struggling in its efforts to capture Hill
         971. A disastrous shortcut during its advance had delayed it by hours, and a wrong turn during the advance meant that it was
         now hopelessly lost. Over the next few days the Australians tried in vain to advance on the high ground, but were forced to
         retreat after heavy casualties.
      

      
      As part of the plan to capture the high ground, Australian light horse troops had been ordered to launch an attack on  the strong Turkish positions at the Nek in the early hours of 7 August. The attack was intended to be supported by the New
         Zealanders after they had captured Chunuk Bair – the New Zealanders would attack the Turkish trenches from behind as the light
         horsemen charged across no-man’s-land. The New Zealanders, of course, were nowhere near securing Chunuk Bair, so the light
         horsemen were ordered to advance on their own. In one of the most hopeless attacks of the war, four waves of Australians threw
         themselves at the massed Turkish machine guns and rifles at the Nek. They were annihilated. After the war, the remains of
         more than 250 men were found in an area the size of three tennis courts.
      

      
      While these attacks at Anzac were raging, the British unleashed the surprise element of their offensive plan. On the night
         of 6 August, the British IX Corps landed at Suvla Bay, 8 kilometres north of Anzac. Originally the plan called for the troops
         to advance inland, swing south and assist the Anzacs in their advance on Hill 971, but the plans were watered down. The British
         landed with vague instructions about securing a northern base and capturing a smattering of strategically unimportant hills.
         By morning on 7 August, almost 20,000 British troops were ashore at Suvla and the high ground in front of them lay open. But
         the British commanders on the spot dithered. For two days troops were marched around on the flat Suvla plain, and little attempt
         was made to advance on the heights. Eventually the British ordered an assault on the high ground, but Turkish reinforcements
         beat them there by 30 minutes. Like Anzac and Helles, Suvla became a siege.
      

      
      So ended the August Offensive, and with it the last real chance of Allied success at Gallipoli. Attacks were launched  at Suvla in late August on Hill 60 and Scimitar Hill, but these only succeeded in linking the lines at Anzac and Suvla.
      

      
      On 16 October, General Sir Ian Hamilton, the commander of the British forces at Gallipoli, was sacked and shortly after the
         British War Cabinet began drafting plans for the evacuation of the peninsula. The decision to abandon Gallipoli was made in
         November after winter storms lashed the peninsula and hundreds of soldiers died of exposure. On 19 December the last troops
         left Anzac and Suvla. Helles was evacuated in early January. The Gallipoli campaign was over.
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      Getting Started


      
      How to use this book

      
      The Gallipoli battlefield area is surprisingly small and, because the Allies failed in their attempts to capture the peninsula,
         the front lines remained fairly fixed for the entire campaign. This means that, compared to the big, wheeling actions on the
         Western Front, a huge amount happened in a very small space at Gallipoli. Every gully and ridge could tell a thousand stories,
         and getting your head around exactly what went on here can be a challenge.
      

      
      The story of the Gallipoli campaign is so riven with intrigue and misadventure that it can be difficult to follow. As soon
         as you feel you have a handle on one attack and the reasons it went so badly wrong, you find that another one took place over
         the same ground soon after, usually with the same disastrous results.
      

      
      In an effort to simplify things, the Gallipoli battle area has been divided into six main tours: Anzac Cove and the Landing
         Beaches; Second Ridge; Chunuk Bair and Gun Ridge; Helles and Krithia; Suvla and North of Anzac; and The Asian Shore. Each
         tour has a brief introduction explaining what went on there, and a comprehensive tour that visits the key sites at each location
         and explains why they are important. Many of the stories are told in the words of those who were there.
      

      
      Before visiting Gallipoli, study the maps in this book and familiarise yourself with the history of the campaign in the Gallipoli
         Timeline (page 347). Every action at Gallipoli was linked with the actions before and after it, and a good understanding of
         the motives and outcomes of each stage of the campaign will make things much easier to appreciate on the ground.
      

      
      The tours in the Anzac sector (Anzac Cove and the Landing Beaches; Second Ridge and Chunuk Bair and Gun Ridge) can be walked
         if you are fit and have the time. One of the main enemies at Gallipoli was the terrain, so following in the footsteps of the
         soldiers and getting a feel for the land allows a better understanding of events. All the tours follow roads, however, and
         can be driven. The tours of Helles and Krithia, Suvla and North of Anzac and The Asian Shore are all long and can only be
         completed by car.
      

      
      
      Planning your trip

      
      In spite of its geographic isolation, Gallipoli is an accessible destination. Many Australian and New Zealand visitors to
         Turkey consider it an essential stop, and it fits neatly into any itinerary that visits the western part of the country.
      

      
      
      The Anzac area is surprisingly compact – especially considering how much blood was spilled to gain the ground. It can be visited
         in one day, although you will also need to allow a day’s travelling either side from Istanbul and on to your next destination.
         The main Anzac walking tours in this book (Anzac Cove and the Landing Beaches, Second Ridge, and Chunuk Bair and Gun Ridge)
         may be completed in a day and will give you a good overview of the main sites in the Australian sector. For Australians, these
         tours cover the essential sites. They fit in neatly with the schedule of memorial services on Anzac Day, or can be completed
         back-to-back at any time of the year.
      

      
      For a more thorough tour and to see more than just the key Australian sites, three days on the peninsula (plus travelling
         time) is really the bare minimum. Break up a trip of this length by spending a day walking in the Anzac sector, and then drive
         the Helles and Krithia, and Suvla and North of Anzac tours over the next two days.
      

      
      All the tours in this book can be completed in five days on the peninsula (plus travelling time), although you may not have
         much time left over to take in additional sites outside the main tours. For a trip of this length, spend two days in the Anzac
         sector and then a day each driving the Helles, Suvla and The Asian Shore tours. This will give you a complete overview of
         the entire Gallipoli campaign and take you to most of the important sites in the region.
      

      
      If you would also like to visit Ancient Troy – and you really should while you are in the area – either allocate an extra
         day or spend the afternoon there after completing The Asian Shore tour.
      

      
      
      
      Travelling in Turkey

      
      Turkey is an intriguing blend of the modern and the traditional. As per Kemal Atatürk’s design, it is a secular state, but
         its roots grow deeply in Islam. Gallipoli locals are used to seeing tourists and are very tolerant of them, but don’t abuse
         their hospitality by failing to respect their customs and sensitivities.
      

      
      Women should not display too much bare skin. Shorts and T-shirts are fine, but swimwear should only be worn on the beach.
         When visiting a mosque, both men and women should dress conservatively and remove their shoes, and women may need to wear
         a headscarf.
      

      
      Unless you are keen to experience some of the same maladies as the Anzacs, drink bottled water and be careful when ordering
         food. Only eat fruit and vegetables that have been cooked or that you have peeled. Cooked-to-order meals are better options
         than buffets, where food might not be kept hot enough to kill bacteria. Even with the best precautions, many travellers still
         suffer from the ‘Sultan’s Revenge’ in Turkey, so it’s a good idea to carry anti-diarrhoea medication.
      

      
      Be conscious of personal safety. Turkey isn’t a particularly dangerous country to visit, but pickpockets can be a problem
         in Istanbul and tourists are sometimes robbed. Use common sense, make sure your vaccinations are up-to-date, take out adequate
         travel insurance and visit your government’s travel advisory website (www.smarttraveller.gov.au or www.safetravel.govt.nz)
         before you travel.
      

      
      
      
      When to go

      
      Gallipoli has a tough climate, hot in summer and bitterly cold in winter. So unless you are a very hardy traveller, it’s not
         really a year-round destination. Most Australian visitors come here during the warmer months, from April until about October.
      

      
      The busiest time is of course April – half the Australian tourists who visit Gallipoli in any given year come for Anzac Day.
         The Dawn Service at Gallipoli must rate as Australia’s most important regular overseas event, and the moving commemorations
         will be well remembered by those who attend. However, the sheer volume of visitors makes the Anzac Day period the most difficult
         time of the year to visit the peninsula. Accommodation is relatively expensive and hard to find, and some sites are closed
         or inaccessible during preparations for the service. Traffic slows to a crawl on the peninsula’s narrow roads. Something important
         is also lost during Anzac Day: the sense of tranquillity that pervades the peninsula at any other time of the year. Gallipoli
         is a place of pilgrimage and reflection, and standing alone at a cemetery or on a jagged ridge and trying to make sense of
         what went on there is an important aspect of a journey to Gallipoli. If you have the luxury, go to Gallipoli for Anzac Day
         and then come back at another time of the year for a more thorough visit.
      

      
      The best times to visit are when the climate is suitable – May/June and September/October are probably the best. Many Australians
         visit in high summer (July/August), but be prepared for searing heat at this time of year. Gallipoli can also be visited in
         winter (November to January) but be  prepared for rain and snow. The Anzacs were forced to endure the peninsula in all seasons, and a winter visit certainly gives
         you a new insight into the hardships faced by the troops in the period just before the evacuation – an aspect of the Gallipoli
         saga that is often overlooked.
      

      
      
      Getting there

      
      In Turkey the name ‘Gallipoli’ (Gelibolu in Turkish) applies almost universally to a small town that is more than 50 kilometres
         from the battlefield area, rather than the Gallipoli peninsula. Don’t make the mistake of organising transport only as far
         as Gelibolu. When booking tickets or getting driving directions, be sure to ask for one of the towns in the battlefield area:
         Eceabat (pronounced Eh-cha-bet) or Çanakkale (pronounced Chun-uk-ah-lee).
      

      
      The difficulty in getting to Gallipoli was once part of its appeal, but the huge growth in visitor numbers since the 1990s
         and improving tourism infrastructure throughout Turkey mean that Gallipoli is now on the tourist circuit.
      

      
      Most visitors to the area stay in Çanakkale, a lively university town of about 80,000 people, which has an excellent range
         of accommodation and restaurants. The drawback to staying in Çanakkale is that it is situated on the Asian side of the Narrows,
         which means you must take a 30-minute ferry ride across the Dardanelles to reach the battlefields.
      

      
      Another option is the small town of Eceabat on the European side of the Narrows. Known as Maidos during the war, Eceabat is
         the port town on the peninsula where the  ferries from Çanakkale dock. Its convenience to the battlefields is somewhat diluted by its lack of tourism facilities. The
         town really only consists of a couple of basic hotels and a small selection of restaurants and shops but it is a good option
         for the visitor who can only spare a day or two to visit Gallipoli, and isn’t too concerned with nightlife.
      

      
      The Gallipoli peninsula is just over 300 kilometres from Istanbul and the most convenient (and cheapest) way to get there
         is by bus. Inter-city bus services in Turkey are some of the best in the world, with clean, modern coaches (usually with toilets),
         air-conditioning and even cabin attendants offering refreshments and a squirt of rose-water hand cleanser during the journey.
         Buses from Istanbul leave for Çanakkale (via Eceabat) as frequently as hourly. The journey takes just under six hours to Çanakkale
         (including the ferry ride) and about five hours to Eceabat. Onward bus services from Çanakkale run to a range of destinations
         throughout western Turkey. Hotels and travel agents in Istanbul can book coach tickets, with many companies offering hotel
         pick-ups.
      

      
      Another option is to hire a car in Istanbul and drive to the peninsula. The journey takes about four hours on good roads,
         but the locals tend to drive fast and observance of road rules can be a bit casual. Always drive defensively and never drive
         at night. Hire a car at Istanbul airport rather than in the city itself. The drive will be adventure enough without having
         to also negotiate Istanbul’s maze of congested streets.
      

      
      While the convenience of having your own car on the peninsula is compelling, another option is to travel by bus or plane to
         Çanakkale and hire a car there. Be warned that car hire companies on the peninsula usually offer older cars  and their employees often don’t speak English. Car hire in Turkey is also relatively expensive.
      

      
      Çanakkale has a basic but modern airport, but air services have been irregular in the past. At the time of writing, Turkish
         Airlines offered flights several days a week between Istanbul and Çanakkale. A shuttle bus operates from the airport to the
         centre of Çanakkale, and taxis are cheap and plentiful.
      

      
      A large number of local businesses offer short tours of the battlefields, either departing from and returning to Istanbul
         or operating out of Çanakkale or Eceabat. Once again, travel agents and hotels in Istanbul can make bookings for you. Most
         hotels in Çanakkale and Eceabat can organise a guided tour for you. Extended tours booked from Australia and New Zealand are
         also popular. A growing number of companies offer tours, particularly for Anzac Day. The Australian War Memorial operates
         an extensive tour, and Mat McLachlan Battlefield Tours (www.battlefields.com.au) has regular departures.
      

      
      
      Getting around

      
      Many visitors to Gallipoli join an organised tour. This is by far the easiest way to see the battlefields but the downside
         is the loss of the independence and solitude possible with self-touring. Short organised tours will only show you the bare
         minimum key battlefield sites, and you won’t have the opportunity to explore further afield or do the tours in this book.
      

      
      The best way of touring the battlefields is with your own hire car. The major hire car companies have outlets at Istanbul
         airport, and a number of small local companies  operate in Çanakkale and Eceabat. With your own car you have the freedom to explore the Anzac sector by car or on foot, and
         also complete driving tours of Suvla, Helles and the Asian side of the Dardanelles.
      

      
      If you plan on just visiting the Anzac sector and don’t mind walking, catch a taxi to Anzac Cove from the ferry port in Eceabat
         and arrange for the driver to pick you up at the end of the day. Taxi fares are cheap, and the drivers are generally reliable.
      

      
      A more expensive option is to hire a car with a private driver. Your hotel will be able to arrange this. The car and driver
         will stay with you throughout the day while you tour the battlefields. Some drivers double as tour guides, and can help you
         plan the best route to make the most of your stay.
      

      
      Public buses operate between the villages on the peninsula, but there is no public transport that services the battlefield
         areas.
      

      
      
      Where to stay

      
      Çanakkale offers the widest range of accommodation and best tourist facilities, but is located on the Asian side of the Dardanelles,
         so daily ferry rides become part of your touring experience. Çanakkale is the only major town in the region, so it’s one of
         the few places that offers anything worth visiting that isn’t connected to the battlefields. The movie Troy was filmed near Çanakkale in 2004, and the giant wooden horse that was the movie’s main prop stands proudly in the town.
      

      
      
      While the village of Eceabat is on the European side of the Dardanelles, and is more convenient for battlefield visits, it
         offers only basic tourist facilities. Staying in Eceabat saves up to a couple of hours travelling each day, but there is only
         budget accommodation.
      

      
      Hotels in Turkey are cheap by Australian standards, so even budget travellers should consider staying at a hotel rather than
         a hostel. Breakfast is almost always included in the tariff. Following are my favourite accommodation options (star ratings
         are based on Australian standards).
      

      
      The Gallipoli Houses

      
      Kocadere Village

      
      Eceabat/Çanakkale 17900

      
      Turkey

      
      Phone: +90 (286) 814 2650

      
      Fax: +90 (286) 814 1617

      
      email: talk2us@gallipoli.com.tr

      
      Web: www.gallipoli.com.tr
      

      
      A European-style B&B located in the tiny village of Kocadere, only 10 minutes from the Anzac battlefield and overlooking the
         rear of the Turkish line at Anzac. Rooms are spacious and very well equipped, the location can’t be bettered and owners Eric
         Goossens and his wife Özlem are charming and helpful hosts.
      

      
      Limani Hotel

      
      Yali Caddesi No. 12

      
      Canakkale 17100, Turkey

      
      Phone: +90 (286) 217 2908

      
      
      Fax: +90 (286) 217 4090

      
      email: info@hotellimani.com

      
      Web: www.hotellimani.com

      
      A charming family-owned 3-star hotel on the waterfront – book a sea-view room to make the most of the excellent location. Also offers a very good restaurant with indoor and outdoor dining.

      
      Anzac Hotel

      
      Saat Kulesi Meydani No. 8

      
      (Clock Tower Square)

      
      Çanakkale 17100, Turkey

      
      Phone: +90 (286) 217 7777

      
      Fax: +90 (286) 217 2018

      
      email: info@anzachotel.com

      
      Web: www.anzachotel.com

      
      A Gallipoli institution, this basic 2-star hotel has hosted thousands of Gallipoli visitors and is one of the most popular
         places to stay in Çanakkale. Located in the centre of town, the hotel is clean, welcoming and has lots of character, but if
         you are looking for a bit more luxury, you’ll do better elsewhere.
      

      
      Anzac House International Youth Hostel

      
      Cumhuriyet Meydani No. 59

      
      Çanakkale 17100, Turkey

      
      Phone: +90 (286) 213 5969

      
      Fax: +90 (286) 217 2906

      
      email: hasslefree@anzachouse.com

      
      Web: www.anzachouse.com

      
      
      The most popular accommodation choice for backpackers and budget travellers in Çanakkale. The hostel is central, clean and
         friendly and has single, twin and dormitory rooms. It offers a few nice touches that will be welcomed by backpackers, including
         Vegemite on toast and barbecues in summer.
      

      
      Tusan Hotel

      
      Güzelyali

      
      Çanakkale 17001, Turkey

      
      Phone: +90 (286) 232 8747

      
      Fax: +90 (286) 232 8226

      
      email: info@tusanhotel.com

      
      Web: www.tusanhotel.com

      
      A popular family-run 3-star hotel located 14 kilometres south of Çanakkale on the shore of the Dardanelles. A picturesque
         location and a good option if you would like more tranquillity than you will find in town. You will need your own transport
         to make the most of your stay. Hotel facilities include a pool, bar and restaurant with water views. A nice oasis after a
         hectic day touring the battlefields.
      

      
      Kolin Hotel

      
      Kepez

      
      Çanakkale 17001, Turkey

      
      Phone: +90 (286) 218 0808

      
      Fax: +90 (286) 218 0800

      
      email: info@kolinhotel.com

      
      Web: www.kolinhotel.com

      
      
      The Kolin is Çanakkale’s most luxurious property. It has spacious, modern rooms with good service, but could be considered
         a little soulless compared to other accommodation in the area. It is located on the outskirts of town, so is not as convenient
         to the ferry port and restaurants as some of Çanakkale’s other hotels.
      

      
      Hotel Helen

      
      Kemalpaşa Mah, Cumhuriyet Meydani No. 57

      
      Canakkale 17100, Turkey

      
      Phone: +90 286 212 1818

      
      Fax : +90 286 212 8686

      
      email : info@helenhotel.com

      
      Web: www.helenhotel.com
      

      
      A clean and friendly 3-star hotel in a very central location near Canakkale’s main square. The hotel occupies two buildings, with the newer rooms in the ‘Hotel Helen Park’ building offering more modern facilities and décor.

      
      TJ’s Hostel/Eceabat Hotel

      
      Cumhuriyet Meydani 20A

      
      Eceabat 17900, Turkey

      
      Phone: +90 (286) 814 3121

      
      Fax: +90 (286) 814 3122

      
      email: enquiries@anzacgallipolitours.com

      
      Web: www.anzacgallipolitours.com

      
      Another Gallipoli institution. TJ’s Hostel has been the stopping point for thousands of backpackers over the years and it
         is valued for its convenience to the battlefields. TJ is a well-respected   Gallipoli guide and has been running his battlefield tour company for over a decade. With his Australian wife Bernina, they
         operate a clean and comfortable hostel and a 3-star hotel. TJ leads small group tours of the battlefields most days of the
         year.
      

      
      
      Guiding services

      
      Gallipoli has become a busy tourist destination and there are hundreds of guides offering their services to show visitors
         around the battlefield. It’s certainly not essential to hire a guide when visiting the battlefield but, for small groups in
         particular, a guide can add a new dimension to your Gallipoli visit. The number one guide to the Gallipoli battlefields is
         Kenan Çelik, a former lecturer at the university in Çanakkale and now a full-time battlefield guide. When presidents and prime
         ministers visit Gallipoli, this is who they hire to show them around. In 2000 Kenan was presented with the Order of Australia
         for his decades of dedication to preserving the memory of the Anzacs.
      

      
      Kenan Çelik, OAM

      
      Ismet Pasa Mah. Ögretmenler Sitesi 2 Utku Apt. D:2

      17100 Çanakkale, Turkey

      
      Phone: +90 286 217 74 68

      
      Mobile: +90 532 738 66 75

      
      Email: info@kcelik.com or kcelik@ttmail.com

      
      Web: www.kcelik.com

      
      
      Research

      
      Countless histories of the Gallipoli campaign have been written, so there is a wealth of resources for researchers. Charles
         (C. E. W.) Bean’s Volumes I and II of the Official History of Australia in the War of 1914–18 are comprehensive. From the first days of the Gallipoli campaign, Bean saw himself as the standard-bearer of the Anzac legend,
         and his dedication to his ‘boys’ in the First AIF comes through on every page. Bean, who was official historian, had the mind
         of a journalist but the pen of a lawyer, and he sometimes leaves the reader drowning in a sea of parentheses and footnotes.
         Bean’s obsession for detail makes it particularly useful for learning about the movements of individual battalions and companies
         at specific points during the campaign. The volumes can be found in the research sections of major libraries, or can be downloaded
         free from the Australian War Memorial website (www.awm.gov.au).
      

      
      Three other works associated with Charles Bean are also worth seeking out. Anzac to Amiens is a one-volume summary of Australia’s involvement in the First World War, drawn from the same sources as the Official History. Gallipoli Mission describes Bean’s return to Gallipoli in 1919 as head of the Australian Historical Mission. It’s an engaging read and paints
         a picture of a Gallipoli eerily similar to the one that can be visited today. Gallipoli Correspondent is a selection of entries from Bean’s diaries edited by Kevin Fewster, which tells of the glory and frustrations of the campaign
         first-hand.
      

      
      A good general overview of the campaign is Les Carlyon’s Gallipoli (2001). Carlyon often delivers a phrase so delicious that you reread it aloud.
      

      
      
      Another excellent summary of the campaign is Defeat at Gallipoli by Nigel Steel and Peter Hart. For a combination of historical accuracy, thoughtful analysis and a view of the campaign through
         the eyes of the men who fought it, this book is hard to beat. It is available from online bookshops.
      

      
      For a different perspective of the campaign, read Tom Frame’s The Shores of Gallipoli: Naval Aspects of the Anzac Campaign. Frame is a thorough researcher and his focus on the oft-ignored role of the war at sea sheds new light on many aspects of
         Gallipoli that we take for granted.
      

      
      As an insight into the campaign from the men who were there, Bill Gammage’s The Broken Years has been a classic since it was first published in 1971. Gammage has assembled a heart-wrenching collection of diary entries
         and letters and does a better job of telling the story of the Anzacs in their own words than anyone.
      

      
      Gallipoli: The Turkish Story by Kevin Fewster, Vecihi Basarin and Hatice Basarin was somewhat revolutionary when it was published in 2003. Accounts of
         the campaign from the Turkish point of view have been scant, and this book gives an excellent insight into the men who faced
         the Anzacs.
      

      
      A recent addition to the stable of Gallipoli books is Robin Prior’s Gallipoli: The End of the Myth. Prior has a great military mind, and his new approach to some of the entrenched myths about the campaign is refreshing.
      

      
      For an absorbing account of the fighting at the Anzacs’ most dangerous position, read Quinn’s Post by Peter Stanley. Formerly with the Australian War Memorial and now with the Australian Defence Force Academy, Stanley is one
         of Australia’s leading war historians and his book offers new insight into the Anzac participation in the campaign.
      

      
      
      For more recommended reading, see the bibliography on page 374.

      
      For information about researching an individual soldier who fought at Gallipoli, see Researching an Australian Soldier on
         page 31.
      

      
      
      What to wear

      
      Turkish weather can be unkind to the unprepared visitor, so pack appropriately for the season. In the warmer months that means
         sun protection, so hats, sunscreen and lots of drinking water are essential. In winter the weather turns very cold, and snow
         is common, so dress accordingly. In all seasons, a pair of stout walking boots is vital for conquering the rough terrain,
         and long sleeves and trousers are essential if you intend venturing off well-established paths – head-high scrub with vicious
         thorns clogs many of the peninsula’s gullies. Also keep an eye out for snakes during warmer weather. A compass and a pair
         of binoculars are both handy tools to carry on the tours.
      

      
      
      Souvenirs

      
      The fighting in Gallipoli was intense, and relics from the battle still litter the battlefields. It can be tempting to take
         home souvenirs, but use care. While not as big a problem as on some other battlefields, such as the Western Front in France,
         unexploded ammunition can still be found at Gallipoli, and it’s still dangerous. For safety’s sake, leave any bullets, shells
         or grenades you find well alone.
      

      
      
      The sheer volume of visitors to Gallipoli also means that many of the key sites have been picked clean by souvenir hunters.
         On the main paths and at the main memorials you will be lucky to find any relics from the battles at all. Gallipoli is one
         of the world’s best-preserved battlefields and the detritus of war is as important a part of the landscape as the cemeteries
         and memorials. At the risk of sounding idealistic, consider whether that cartridge case or coat button belongs more in the
         baked earth of a Gallipoli gully than it does on your mantelpiece at home.
      

      
      Human bones are also a common find at Gallipoli, particularly in the gullies behind the Turkish lines. In most cases these
         bones are from Turkish soldiers – after the campaign the Turks honoured their martyrs by leaving the remains where they fell.
         Isolated human bones should be left alone, but more substantial remains should be reported to the war graves authorities for
         appropriate reburial. Ask at your hotel for contact details.
      

      
      
      Cemeteries

      
      More than 8,000 Australians and 2,000 New Zealanders were killed during the Gallipoli campaign and the majority of their remains,
         along with those of more than 20,000 of their British comrades, now lie in 31 Commonwealth cemeteries on the peninsula. The
         cemeteries were established soon after the war, either on the site of existing cemeteries that were greatly enlarged when
         remains from the surrounding area were reburied there, or were new cemeteries that were started from scratch. The cemeteries
         were built and are  maintained by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC).
      

      
      Men killed at Helles and Suvla were mostly brought together in a small number of large cemeteries, while men killed at Anzac
         were buried in smaller, often isolated, battlefield cemeteries, close to where they died.
      

      
      The Gallipoli cemeteries are similar to Commonwealth military cemeteries on battlefields all over the world, but they have
         a number of individual characteristics. Out of respect to Turkey’s Islamic roots, Christian symbolism is more subdued in the
         cemeteries of Gallipoli than in other parts of the world. Each cemetery features a large cross but, unlike the grand, freestanding
         Cross of Sacrifice found in other Commonwealth war cemeteries, at Gallipoli the cross is built subtly into the back wall,
         and some cemeteries feature a high front wall so that the cross is not conspicuously displayed. Some Gallipoli cemeteries
         feature a Stone of Remembrance inscribed with the stirring sentiment ‘Their name liveth for evermore’, but often the phrase
         is simply inscribed on the rear wall.
      

      
      Rather than the standard CWGC headstone, Gallipoli graves feature a small headstone, almost a plaque, set close to the ground.
         When these replaced temporary wooden grave markers in the 1920s, the CWGC decided on a standard design. Each gravestone displays
         the soldier’s regimental number (except for officers), rank, name, unit, date of death and age (unless withheld by the family).
         A standard Christian cross was included with the permission of the family. The only other religious symbol allowed was the
         Star of David for Jewish burials. At the bottom of the headstone, the family was allowed to add a personal inscription. These
         inscriptions make poignant reading and are a personal link  with each buried soldier. Some families chose not to include an inscription (or could not afford it – the CWGC charged three-and-a-half
         pence per letter) and New Zealand did not allow personal inscriptions at all.
      

      
      The men who built the cemeteries at Gallipoli were faced with a problem: the huge number of unidentified bodies. Only 20 per
         cent of the Commonwealth men killed at Gallipoli are buried with a headstone that bears their name. The rest are either buried
         in unidentified graves or still lie beneath the battlefield waiting to be discovered. On other battlefields the unknown soldiers
         typically have headstones inscribed with ‘A soldier of the Great War, known unto God’ but at Gallipoli very few of the unknown
         graves are marked. This means that many cemeteries feature hundreds of burials but few headstones. Bear in mind that when
         you visit them, as you walk across the large expanses of grass, there are hundreds of men lying beneath your feet.
      

      
      The cemetery builders also had to deal with the fact that, as the losing party in the campaign, the Allies had been forced
         to abandon the cemeteries to the enemy for more than three years after the evacuation. When they returned, they found that,
         even though they had lists of the men buried in the cemeteries, most of the wooden crosses that marked the graves had been
         removed or lost. It was therefore extremely difficult to determine which soldier lay in which grave. The Gallipoli cemeteries
         therefore feature a disproportionately high number of Special Memorials, which record the names of men known or believed to
         be buried in the cemetery. Special Memorials are often inscribed with the poignant epitaph suggested by Rudyard Kipling (who
         had lost a son on the Western Front): ‘Their glory shall not be blotted out.’  Memorials at Lone Pine, Helles, Twelve Tree Copse, Hill 60 and Chunuk Bair record the names of all men killed in the fighting
         who have no known grave.
      

      
      Military cemeteries are organised into plots (indicated by a Roman numeral) and rows (indicated by a letter); to find a particular
         grave, first find the plot, then the row, then count along the graves. For example, a grave located at II.B.24 is the 24th
         grave in row B of plot II. Smaller cemeteries may not be separated into plots – in these, graves will simply be indicated
         by row and number (e.g. A.7).
      

      
      Take your time when visiting a military cemetery. Wander the rows and look for unusual inscriptions. The cemeteries at Gallipoli
         are a tangible connection with the carnage that occurred there, and visiting them will be the most moving aspect of your journey
         to Gallipoli.
      

      
      
      Researching an Australian soldier

      
      One of the most rewarding aspects of a trip to the battlefields is to trace the footsteps of a relative who fought there.
         Wartime place names take on special significance if you know that a family member or friend trod this ground before you. Australia’s
         heavy sacrifice during the war also means that many of the soldiers who fought here never left, and today lie in one of the
         picturesque military cemeteries that dot the landscape.
      

      
      It used to be a challenge to research the military career of an Australian soldier but, thanks to the internet, times have
         changed. In a few mouse-clicks you can paint a fairly detailed picture of the military service of an individual soldier  and plan which areas of the battlefield are most significant for your visit.
      

      
      The first stop for any First World War researcher should be the Australian War Memorial (AWM). The memorial’s website (www.awm.gov.au)
         has probably more information available online than any other museum of its type in the world. Available information on the
         AWM website includes:
      

      
      • Roll of Honour: Details of the final resting place of all Australians killed in war.

      
      • Nominal Roll: Basic information about the military service of every First World War solider including date of enlistment,
         fate, service number and more.
      

      
      • Honours and Awards: Details of tens of thousands of Australians who received medals or awards in the First World War (excluding
         campaign and service medals).
      

      
      • Red Cross Wounded and Missing Enquiry Bureau files: Details the circumstances of death of more than 30,000 Australian servicemen.

      
      • Commemorative Roll: Details of Australians who died on active service with other allied countries.

      
      The AWM also has a comprehensive Research Centre that can be visited at the museum. They can also answer basic research questions
         over the phone.
      

      
      For the most detailed record of an Australian soldier’s war service, contact the National Archives of Australia. The National
         Archives holds the service records of all Australian First World War soldiers – this is a personal record of a soldier’s entire
         military career and sometimes stretches to hundreds of pages. The NAA’s website (www.naa.gov.au) has  an online search facility for service records (as well as other historic documents). The complete service record of every
         Australian soldier who served in the First World War can be downloaded for free.
      

      
      
      Useful websites

      
      Mat McLachlan Battlefield Tours (www.battlefields.com.au): The author’s website. Contains detailed information about books, television appearances and tours.
      

      
      Australian War Memorial (www.awm.gov.au): The essential site for researching Australia’s involvement in war.

      
      National Archives of Australia (www.naa.gov.au): Stores Australian historic documents and service records of Australian soldiers.

      
      Google Maps (www.google.com.au/maps): Useful for planning driving routes in the battlefield areas.

      
      Commonwealth War Graves Commission (www.cwgc.org): Custodian of all Commonwealth war graves throughout the world. Online database of cemeteries and casualties.
      

      
      Imperial War Museum (www.iwm.org.uk): Britain’s venerable museum of warfare.
      

      
      Gallipoli and the Anzacs (www.anzacsite.gov.au): A comprehensive resource for learning about Australians at Gallipoli.

      
      
      New Zealand History Online (www.nzhistory.net.nz): An excellent resource about New Zealand history, featuring comprehensive
         information about the New Zealanders at Gallipoli.
      

      
      Department of Veterans Affairs (www.dva.gov.au): Administers Australian war graves and memorials overseas. Provides useful
         information about cemeteries and memorials.
      

      
      Australian Bronze Commemorative Plaques (www.plaques.satlink.com.au): Since 1990 Melbourne sculptor Dr Ross Bastiaan has
         placed bronze plaques commemorating Australia’s wartime heritage at battlefields all over the world. His website gives details
         about the 10 plaques at key sites at Gallipoli.
      

      
      British military organisation

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
            	Unit

            	Size (full strength)

            	Commanded by

         

         
         
            	Army

            	150,000+ men

            	General

         

         
         
            	Corps

            	75,000+ men

            	Lieutenant-General

         

         
         
            	Division

            	18,000 men

            	Major-General

         

         
         
            	Brigade

            	4,000 men

            	Brigadier-General

         

         
         
            	Battalion

            	1,000 men

            	Lieutenant-Colonel

         

         
         
            	Company

            	250 men

            	Major or Captain

         

         
         
            	Platoon

            	60 men

            	Lieutenant

         

         
         
            	Section

            	15 men

            	Sergeant

         

         
         
         
      

      
      Unit sizes are approximate and are for 1915.

      
      
      Military abbreviations

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
            	ADS

            	Advanced Dressing Station

         

         
         
            	AFA

            	Australian Field Artillery

         

         
         
            	AFC

            	Australian Flying Corps

         

         
         
            	AIF

            	Australian Imperial Force

         

         
         
            	ANZAC

            	Australian and New Zealand Army Corps

         

         
         
            	BEF

            	British Expeditionary Force

         

         
         
            	CCS

            	Casualty Clearing Station

         

         
         
            	CO

            	Commanding Officer

         

         
         
            	CSM

            	Company Sergeant-Major

         

         
         
            	CWGC

            	Commonwealth War Graves Commission

         

         
         
            	GSW

            	Gun Shot Wound

         

         
         
            	HE

            	High Explosive

         

         
         
            	HQ

            	Headquarters

         

         
         
            	KIA

            	Killed in Action

         

         
         
            	MEF

            	Mediterranean Expeditionary Force

         

         
         
            	MO

            	Medical Officer

         

         
         
            	NCO

            	Non-Commissioned Officer

         

         
         
            	OC

            	Officer Commanding

         

         
         
            	RAP

            	Regimental Aid Post

         

         
         
            	RFA

            	Royal Field Artillery

         

         
         
            	RFC

            	Royal Flying Corps

         

         
         
            	RSM

            	Regimental Sergeant-Major

         

         
      

      
      Common decorations

      
      
         
         
         
         
         
         
            	VC

            	Victoria Cross

         

         
         
            	DSO

            	Distinguished Service Order (officers only)

         

         
         
            	DCM

            	Distinguished Conduct Medal (other ranks only)

         

         
         
         
            	MC

            	Military Cross (officers only)

         

         
         
            	MM

            	Military Medal (other ranks only)

         

         
         
            	MID

            	Mention in Despatches

         

         
      

      
      Notes

      
      ‘Bar’ indicates a decoration was awarded twice (e.g. MM & Bar)

      
      During the First World War the only posthumous decorations that could be awarded were the Victoria Cross or Mention in Despatches.
         This explains why many men who were killed during a gallant act were seemingly overlooked for a bravery award (only receiving
         an MID) and why some men received a posthumous VC for actions that would have warranted a lesser award had they survived.
      

      
      
   

OEBPS/images/Art_P003.jpg
o
a
08
& o
Ecosbits
o o
] °n
- B . Canskicke
3 Kitbahie 3= o Gk

Mocidye (8 e ey
5 e

N

-

e oo

Kumicle

o
ﬂ 6km.






OEBPS/images/Art_Pcommon.jpg





OEBPS/images/Art_P006.jpg
Brghton Besch
o Tope

Kumkalo

Yonikoy o






OEBPS/images/title.jpg
GALLIPOLI

THE

BATTLEFIELD GUIDE

IN THE FOOTSTEPS
OF THE ANZACS







OEBPS/images/9780733627613.jpg
GALLIPOLI

THE

BATTLEFIELD GUIDE

IN THE FOOTSTEPS
OF THE ANZACS

-~ MAT McLACHLAN

Author of Walking with the Anzacs






OEBPS/images/Art_Pxii.jpg





OEBPS/template.xpgt
 

   
		 
			 
		
		
     
			 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
         
             
             
             
        
    

  





OEBPS/images/Art_pub.jpg
v hachette





