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Molly Russell has more than fifty years of experience in organizing and running fundraising events. She started while in the army, producing pantomimes and shows. Once married with two children, she volunteered for the local political office and parish church, where she and her late husband organized many successful fundraising events. She started writing this book upon retirement to Devon, wanting to share all the knowledge and useful hints that she had gained through her years and experiences. She started writing seriously in her eighties, her war memoirs ‘Molly’s War’ are included as part of the research materials in the archives of the Imperial War Museum, and her first book, an autobiography, includes ‘Molly’s War’ and is titled My Travels with Gwenny Rose. At the age of ninety-three she still lives in Devon and is currently working on a collection of short stories.
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Introduction

Contrary to popular belief, fundraising can be fun!

The thought of having to do something about raising funds can be a daunting prospect, particularly for the beginner, but once the first steps have been taken and plans start to take shape, the excitement of the challenge begins to take over. Working with a team of volunteers to raise money for others brings its own special rewards. As more people become involved with the venture it is heartwarming to discover how much helpfulness and generosity there is in the world. The real satisfaction comes at the end of the day when, after all the careful planning and hard work, the function has achieved maximum profit with a minimum amount of fuss and those who have parted with their money feel that it was worth every penny.

This book is written for those faced with fundraising for the first time, to share ideas and tips that will lead them around some of the pitfalls. Information about the legal aspects is accurate at the time of going to press, but laws are amended with such frequency that facts and figures soon get outdated and must be checked.
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