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            HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

         
 
         The list of contents at the beginning, in chapter and page order, will show you where to look for a history of ropemaking, techniques and terms, basic knots, string knots, more general knots, anglers’ knots, climbers’ knots, various other knots, new knots and trick knots. 
 
         A list of illustrations follows. If you know the name of a knot or a technique and want to see what it looks like, run your eye quickly down this list to spot the page you need.
 
         If you know roughly what you want to achieve – but don’t know the right knot for the job – look at the ‘Knots, according to use’ section also at the front – where you will find listed the names of knots for joining the ends of lines together; knots for attaching a line to a rail, post, another line, etc; knots tied in the ends of lines as stopper knots; binding knots; single loop knots tied in the end of lines; loop knots tied in the bight of lines without using ends; multiple loop knots tied in the end of lines for rescues, salvage, etc; and knots for various other purposes.
 
         Knotting terms, where necessary, are fully explained in the text and also appear in a glossary at the end of the book.

      

      
    

  
    
      
         
         
 
         
            To James Nicoll from Largo in the Kingdom of Fife, still the best knotsman I’ve ever met, for his friendship and knowledge.
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